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many would appear romantic or exagge- 
rated, or might at beft be confidered as the 
refult of a retired life, little acquaintance 
with the world, and the .neceflity which a 
weak mind feels of having fome thing, or 
fome body, to lean upon. She made my 
ibrrow more ejkrufabk by feeming to feel, 
nay, really feeling, as much herfelf. Mine 
might be accounted childifli, becaufe I was, 
as you well know, womanly in appearance, 
while a mere child in years and judgment. 
But this was by no means the cafe with her. 
Had you but known her, you would be 
convinced that it is not rtt«rely the pleafure 
of agreeable fociety that I mourn over; bujc 
that her mind was firm,, rational, and en-r 
lightened, and her friendfhip a 4-ed bencftf 
a^ well as honour to me. I know I tire you, 
but you tnuft haye patience;, for yOU will 
hear a great deal more on this fubjeft, if y6u 
indulge me in fayiiig, as ufual, what is 
ncafeft itty heart, and u^pefmoft m ttiy 

fddi^y« 

Irhis is the beft plate ih the irorld foir 
cUltivadng frieftdfcip ,- tod therefore, in 
Q>lte of ali th« pfivftliohs td Whkh it COfi- 

demns 
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dcmns me, I will love it ; becatift Aerfc ii 
little to fcattcr the recoUedion of the days 1 
wifli to live over again, or to divert mt 
from felf-culture, the only object that now 
remains to me. Do you remember my men- 
tioning an agreeable neighbour in one of my 
former letters, who lives a mile 6fF, in a 
fituation equally Angular and beautiful? 
I mean Mifs Chriftiha Macpherfon. She is 
an acquifition in her way, fenflble and fin- 
cere, though uncultivated. Sh6 pofTeflei 
a fund of genuine humour : and I believe 
has a regard for me. With this agree- 
able companion I went down to Invdr- 
nefs in May, making a very pleafant and 
pifturefque voyage down our fine lake in the 
galley. 

I got your kind letter juft as I was tOiti** 
ing away, but <ielayed anfwering it till 
J could tell you fomething of my travels. 
We meant to ftay but a few days 5 but, 
betwixt kindnefs and contrary winds, were 
detained three weeks. Your extreme de- 
^c^cy with regard to your Dunbar jaunt 
might be an example to me ; but I refolvc 
to do good for evil, and carry you north, 

£ 2 though 
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though you would not give mc an idc^l 
jaunt to the fouth. Come wirfi mc then to 
the capital of the Highlands, The town 
is moft agreeably fituatcd at the very 
threihold of this rugged territory; the 
4fnountains of which rife with abrupt gran- 
deur to bound the profpeft on one hand, 
die pl^ being of four or five miles extent, 
while a large bay of the fea limits it on the 
o(her. .From the odd looking hill of Tom- 
inin-a-heurich, "o^hich riies in the middle of 
this plain, the fertile fhires* of Rofs and 
Murray indulge ^the eje with a bouqdlefe 
view of gendemen's ftat?, feated generally 
under the ihelter of eminences, ,and fur^ 
founded with wood plantatioiis, (for the 
gentry here are great improycrs,) whence 

w;e overlook. extenfiYC. fertile plains, and 

/ 

•« Softly fwelling -hills, 
iOa whic)i the power of cultivation' lies. 
And joys to iee t;)ie wonders. of his hand*^' 

Yet, oye;r and above the partiality which 
we are apt to contra^ for our place pf abode^ 
we found a famene^s in that extent of low- 
bod that did not compenfate for the variety 

afforded 
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afforded by our wild hills and winding jglens. 
Bcfides, its rtorth-caft fituation cxpbfcs it 
to fuch chilling blafts, as made us reflcft 
with pleafute on the (heltcf we receive froni 
our mountains ; which are like fbme lofty 
aijd revolting charafters, who appear ftcrh 
and awful to ftrangers, but are all warmth 
and kindnefs to their own family. Yet I 
fhould like none of thefe climates, where 

«* Winter lingering chills the lap of May/' 

if I could help myfelf. 

But to return to the faid capital It 
is fomehow a cheerful looking place> 
becaufe • rfie people look cheerful; yet 
not fiourifhing, though no fituation can 
be better adapted for the purpofes of 
commerce. It has, however, a genteel fo- 
ciety i andonc meets with many well-bre'd, 
agreeable people. They have aflemblies 
every fortnight, gayer than your* Gla%ow 
ones ; which may be accounted for by their 
being attended by the neighbouring gentry, 
who are numerous and polite. Thefe gentry 
too have many of them been abroad, in the 
army or othcrwife, and thus add liberal 
notions and poliflied manners to the acute 

B 3 and 
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ancj fprightly gerxiiis of the country. Th^ir 
great diftance from the capital often make* 
jheir provincial town the fcene of their 
winter amufcments. Nothing took my 
fancy fo much there as the ladies. They 
are really, in i^eneral, ftowy, handfome 
women, excellent dancers, and have the 
beft completions I ever faw. Indeed you 
can fcarce meet a young lady who does not 
temind yoq of the beauties in old romances. 
They have a great deaj of flaxen hair^ a flkii> 
tranfparently fair^ ^d cheeks like the ppeu- 
ing rofe. Yet their fe^turej are feldom re- 
gular or delicate, and their beauty is of that 
JjLJnd which vanishes with the bloom of yp\^h » 
Their perfons are large, and they are fat a$ 
heart could wUh i y^t on thp whole, they 
look cheerful and innpcw, Tbey certainly 
^eak better Engli(h thap moft ScotP do, 
but with a iharp imperative tpner They ^e 
very frank, and fgll of profeffipns of kind- 
TK&. But I teafe yoii with what perhaps 
Ipfts all intcrcft in my dull deferiptipji. We 
ha4 our ftare of a^ventgre^ in coming 
Jiome^ fome of thern abun4antly ludicrous ; 
b^t the rainuti^ would be more tirefome 

. ^ thaii 



than Claril(j^'$^ MricJiwt being compenfated 
by the (am^ in^rcft wd fancy. We fnoral^ 
ized, and wand^r^d by oi;irfclycs in a moft- 
beautiful wood for two w thx^t days, lodg*» 
ipg at flight in a great old* chateau, where 
the fervant5 were ordered to give us all wc 
wanted. AH this while we waited for a fair 
wi»dj we had no hook or work. Chriftijaa 
fting like g fyren to me, and I caught young 
wild ducks, which flie tried to tame, while 
I gathered wild Sowers. We began at lai| 
tpfuffer * 

f* The p^iRfi fm4 penalties pf i4l8ne&*'' 

I held out better tb^n 0ie, having mo» 
rural tafte, and taking more intereft in 
trifles. We came up at laft, by riioon- 
light, in a boat.. In the morning we landed 
at the fweeteft place imaginable, the Laird 
of Glenmorifton's* seat j which delighted me 
fo much with quietnefs and wildnefs, and 

* Grant, of Glenmoridon ; a family rdpedlaU^ 
for its antiquity, and eftimable for genuine worth 
and iimple manners ; in whofe hofpitable manfion 
the fpirit of true Highland cordiality loved to linger, 
furf ounded by its attendant graces— eaie, courtefy, 
and cheerfulnefs. 

B 4 romantic 
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romantic environs^ and hofpitable eafy 
people^ and beautiful children, that I would 
defcribe it to you if I thought Inverncfs 
were not more than enough at once. I fhotild 
need to have the Prince fs Scheherfade's 
talents, before I could give yoH half our ad- 
ventures. They ended, however, in the 
laird and lady kindly coming up with us> 
and fpending a mod agreeable day at my 
father's. I have only time to tell you, that 
I have heard four times from Mifs Ourry, 
that I thought many times of you every dayi 
in the wood, and that I am proud of being 
two letters in your debt. 



•«, 



1 am moil aSeftionately yours, &c^ 



^. » ' 
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LETTER II. 



TO MISS EWiN<J, GLASGOW. 

Fort AuguHusy March 15, 17/7. 
MY DEAR BELL, 

The laft hafty. lines you had from me 
were fo rapidly fcrawled, that- you would 
hardly make put the little meaning they con- 
tained. The fage bearer was on the fidget 
at my elbow the whole time I was writing 
it. I have been a good deal indifpoicd^ 
great part of the winter, with colds, and 
your old enemy the tobth-ach. Now that 
I am better, I have a double ci^yment 
of every thing. You, who have the buftle 
of a crowded town, and a fucceflion of 
amufenKnts, to Heal away the long dark 
evenings> muftneed wonder how we manage 
to get qyit of them. Exiles as we are from 
the gay and fafhionable walks of life, we fall 
upon wondrous contrivances to foftcn the 
rigour of the feafon, and 

** Twine a garland round dark winter's brow.** 

B 5 You 



10 MTT*a* FRQIf 

You can form no idea of our multiplied re- 
fources, unlefs you were to pals a month 
among us. Reading, walking, and all fpe- 
culative and folitary amufements, you well 
know, can be enjoyed here ^s well as in 
town. But you have no notion how towni* 
fied folks are, in all thefe little garrifons; 
and how thefe fmall circles, which neceflity 
has driven together, ape the manners of the 
great world that they have reluftantly left 
behind. We too have our viflts, oih* fcandal> 
brought frona thirty miles diftantj our 
tittle-tattle, our jealoufies, our audible whif- 
pers, and fecrets that every body knows. 
When any one marries within th^ county- 
bounds, we all (it in judgment, and ' are 
fore to find fome fault with either party, as 
if it were our own concern ; and when an jr 
one dieswithin twenty miks, we are all very' 
bufy in founding their praifes, and contrive 
to rake a great many virtues from among 
their aflies, for which we never gave them 
credit till they were out of the reach of our 
e«vy. Then when Mrs. N*, or Madame, Je 

♦ Mrs. Newmarch, daughter of Governor Tra- 
paud, married to Captain Newmarch of the 7th> 

afterwards 
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CommatidaM^ Hetir^B any new article df 
dr^fsj we aU fly te admire k^ and diea 
hurry away to wafli gaufc6> er in fome ethei^ 
imperfed^ fnanner to contrive a humble imi^ 
sation of it. Not to dwell on each miniite 
particular^ believe that our handfid of an^ 
tiquated beaux and rufticated belles juft don 
every thing in the country that your's do ifi 
town^ only with m^re languor and ill hu- 
mour. People habituated to that manner ^ 
life/ carry its follies and impertinences into 
the very bofom of tranquillity. When thcf 
walk^ 'tis on the hard gravel road, to get an 
appetite j when they read, 'tis fome pe- 
riodical matter, to dofe away time till th^ 
ftated card-party begins. Thefe peopte 
always give me pain. They appear like 
fifh out of water, gafpiijig and ftruggling in a 
&rang<^lement. It provokes me, in a place 
whore nature feems to reign py amount^; 
enthroned in the (:entre of her fublimeft re^ 
treat, and furrounded by her- genuine chil^^^. 
^ dreiiy 

afterwfircis Major of that regiment. She wa^ 
a pattern of conjugal aiFeftionj and domefUc 
virtue. • . > ' ' 

. B 6 
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fkeaj to fee the& infipid tUens infult her 
mth their ennui,, I mean no refle£tton on a 
^own lif€,.but merely to obferve, that people^ 
who have ho refources within themfelves» 
and afpire at no improvements^ can hide 
their defcds beft in a crowd. I have been 
liking all the while of we and usj without 
felling you whom I meant to comprehend 
under thefe terms. We have, befides the 
(^d immovable fet, an Ofiicer of Invalids, and 
hb wife and daughter from Edinburgh, who 
ure ever pining for want of company they 
could ill afibrd to keep« and public places, 
which itwould ruin them to frequent. They 
ftrive much to exalt our idea of their former 
confequence, by regretting that there are no 
noblemen's feats at a vifiting dillance, and 
that tumblers and rope-dancers neve|f come 
this way. Then we have a pair whb are a 
great acquifltion; Captain Donaldfon, of 
the 4ad, an excellent officer and accom- 
plifiied gendeman, whp is alfo beloved for 
his worth and good-nature. He is married 
10 a daughter of Colonel Gordon Graham, 
6f the fame regiment, who, till now, lived 
always in a gay circle of the fix'ft company, 

but 



but is wonderfully domefticated, and appears 

,to be a good wife and tender mother. 

• . So, among all this 

groupe of originals^ Mr. G.'ssratirical wit^ 
and D/s dry humour^^ find abundant food#. 

Alas I thefe Americans, ungrate-^ 

ful favourites of Heaven, not fatisfied witb 
throwing away the happinefs they poflcffcd 
fupcreminendy, . what public diiturbance 
and private miferyhavc they occafioned tor 
others 1 And how do the remoteft comdrs 
of this extcnfive empire vibrate with the 
fliock of their calamities !— -My-cordial love 
to our H« 
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Tp MISS EWING. 

Perth, May 6, 1777. 

My d?^ foul> I would giv? ^y thing ypM 
Itoew the family In which J now am*. Your 
Quad is fitted tQ taftc the pleafur^ ^hjch w- 
g^ jXi^y ihare with. U3 i that of feeing a 
^^PPy family living in .^Ipve and hannony^^ 
and enjoying the heartfelt confcicwLifi^^fs of 
living in the faith, and imitation of our 
Bleffed Redeemer, with all the hope and 
comfort fuch a life infpires. Such is the 
excellent perfon whofc tender care I now 
experience 5 and fuch are the children of 
her heart and of her prayers j the heirs 
of her humble piety and meek benevo- 
lence. Her eldeft daughterf is certainly 
one of the worthieft of human beings i 

• The family of the Rev. Mr. Black, one of the 
Minifters of Perth. 

f Mrs. Bridget BIack> afterwards Mrs. Bonnar. 

and 



and the eafe and good br^ding of thd whok 
family would fbon convince one that it r«r 
quires neither conftraint nor auftcrity to live 
among religious falk. How glad I ani to 
have found out thefe Jess than kin, and 
more than kind, for they don't e^jaftly 
Know our connexion^ and have the more 
merit in their attention. I can tafte no 
ple^fure without trying to fhare it with you. 
O, my true friend t how eagerly do mj^ 
hopes fly forward to the time when w^ fliSll 
once more Ihkre every hope and wiifh to- 
gether ! Yet fhould this be denied, I would 
fain look forward with trembling hope Co 
Qur re-union in that ftate, which exchidei 
c^res ^nd wifties,, yet excludes not^-^^-^But 
I will avoid prefumption, whifch mufb refult 
from endeavouring to mingle> too fondly^ 
the affcftions of this mortal ftate with our 
dim difcovered views of the world unfeen.— 
Did I tell you of an excurfion to Scoon> 
which we made in company with a large 
party of the beau monde of Perth ? I think 
I caught cold while contemplating the for- 
faken manfions of departed greatnefs. Yet 
I do not repent going j I love originals 

dearly. 
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dearlf ^ and antiquities vastly : T wm 
pleafed too with a monument of conjugal 
afFcdlion in the chapel belonging to the pa* 
lace. Lord Stormonty it feemsj was firft 
married to a foreign lady, who had the 
ftrong^ft defirem accompany him to Scot- 
land*; but>dying abroad in the prime of life5 
flie earncftly rcquefted that her heart might 
be brought here,, and depofhed in hhfzmilf 
burial place, that it might repofe near t& 
the objeft of her former attachment. • It i^ 
depofited in a white marble urn, with ar- 
Latin inicription, expreffivJc of Ker Vfitue*- 
and her lord's aflfeftton^ I was piiaftd to* 
think how good that heart muft have beenf 
which could retain fuch warmth, amidft the^- 
ftozea^formaKties and frivolous diil^atf0i»^ 
0fa^<ourt». ^ 
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TO HTSS t^t^M. 



Blair in Athol, Tue£lay Monfv 
May, 1777. 

Mr DIARIST BELt BWIKCV 

Having written to Jenoy this morning; 
about my fettii^ out^ I muft refer ycfu tot^ 
th^ letter for the ntiotives of my journey* 
I found an; honeft maii^ whom I knew very^ 
well» from our place^ tbiving an empty earn 
riage north. . My Robih is. driver in or** 
dinary to the Fort>. and a$ wife and care-t 
ful as a patri^.ch. I have pafled: amoft 
agreeable day of folitary enjoyment. I 
travelled in filent ftatej without meedng a 
creature to interrupt my mufmgs. I did 
not even read, but amufcd myfelf with my 
knitting, in up hiU roads. I did not fpeak 
a fentence till I had Ibme neceflary com- 
muning with my landladies, except getting- 
the hiftory of the famous battle, as I came 

through 
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through the pafs of Kmieranky. M)rRoBin» 
was very intelligent and diftinft about the 
antiquities of the poadr The (Tngular beautyr 
of the morning when I fet aut>,and the facis^ 
faftion of getting my mind free from manjf 
doubts and fear& that had hisng upon me^. 
with the hourly change of charming fcenes,. 
raifed fny late dejei^ed fpirits to a fweet ie- 
renityi. I looked forward with ple^ure to- 
wards home^ the dear centre of dl ibcti^ 
?(id rational happin^fs. Th^ belovadiHcnda 
I had \^k behind roie itimjf mind^^not^^with^ 
the penfive parting look they ufually wear tih 
TOY itnagination,, but all cheerftil and benigr> 
nant ; warm wi|}t the Ko^a ^£ tiiat re-uoieir^ 
in which I have placed fo n^ch of my earth* 
ly happineik i the day aro& with incr^afed- 
beauty^ the- fernery was enchanting, and alU 
nature fmijed arouftd me. Myr mind -h^ 
•ver-wrought itfelf before,* and was now 
lettled into a calm^ and overflowed with: 
pkafing refkt^ions; gratitude to my friends,, 
and gratitude ybr fueh friends, infpiring a. 
fiiblimer afpiration towards the great ori- 
ginal fourcc of pure affedions and intellec- 
tual joys, 

I Ihall 
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I Ihall not go into a minute defcription 
of places you have heard fo much of, but 
content myfeif with faying, diat this day's 
ride afforded more noble and pleafmg^^ob- 
jefts than ever I met with in the fame^c^ 
of time } for you muft remember that I came 
fouthward through Bre^dalbane; fo ^1 thig 
is quite new to me. The rich and variegated 
country you pafs through on leaving Pcrth^, 
fornas a fin^ contraft with th^t gloomy bar- 
xennefs, and thpfe frowning heights^ tkat 
mark the entrance to the Highlands,, farmore 
Ikv^c than the interior,, where tht greeit 
wooded vales, which opentow^ds Dunkeld,. 

. relieve the eye, and the ear is fbothed widi 
the deep diftj^nt found of flreams, that 
•* wander not unfeen,'* through thefe dark 

^ lecreats. J)unkeld has ^ fingular ak* ofro^ 

, mantle graniddurt, ^derived from its wild fltu- 
ation, the remains of antiquity roimd it, and. 

, the ibothing ^oom of jts fine woods, which, 
^abound in wecpifig birch, drooping itft 
penfwfte branches, and fighing to every^ 

• The Cathedral of Dunkeld, though ruinpus, is 
flill a fine object : the Chancer and Choir remain^ 
and flill-are ufed as a place of worfhip. 

wind.. 
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wind. Thefe are contrafted by largiciolctnrir^ 
firs, that ftand unmoved^, in fullcn dignityj 
amidft the fury of contending dcmcntsj^ 
You will thinfc me very fanciftil,^^ inyefting[^ 
plants with fentiment^. but you may tnift 
me when! affurc you; I don^i borrow frorri 
Harvey* The reverence rteveforhis cha-* 
rader and intentions has made me often try^ 
to like his flowery ftyle, but I never eould^ 
foccecd. fhopeyour efForti too^ltke minef 
beings I am fure, equally ffncerc, may 
prove more &cce&fuh From Dunkeld you ; 
enter- awik^but not dH^ary* country, in 
which <tbe fiin, looking upon Fascally '^ witfar^ 
farewell iweet>'' called my attention ta 
*' valesmore fofcthan^A'Fca^of old;**" Thei ' 
iweet wtnding^ftream of Argentine brought 
poor Stfuanto-my recolkdion^ with alb 
his wanderings and hidings; If he were nob 
fuch a fot> I fhould not think his life at all 
fo unhappy as other people do. Poets haver 
flcill to complain^ andi> no^ doubt> &ei 
acutely. But if their own imprudence^ and' 
the cruelty of the worldi did not drive them ^ 
into corners fometimes, they^ould neither 
mufc nor warble^ nor taftc the fweets oC 

nature^> 
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;ftatuFe> fo peculiarly their owm And, in 

ftht buftle of the world, they would run all 

the riiks other people dp, .without the.com* 

iXPon defences of caution and fufpicion* 

^Now this furnifhes an excellent apology » 

jhc richandpowerful, for permitting the id- 

^eoioys ^d highly 'gifted children of nature 

to langutlh in obfcurity,; and accounts for 

their Icttinjg them ftarve in^rncrs, while they 

themf^lves choofe .their aflbciatcs among 

thofe whom delicacy and fenfibility fhrink 

from : the dul|, the callous^ and the fervile, 

I am Rowing iJl n^tured, andjhbuld ha^t 

been better employed 'm telling yob what ^ 

fine twilight fceoe this other princely fentcf 

the Athol family forms, at this moment, 

vOppofite my window . » 

" S'ut now die fairly valli^ fad(e> 

Dun night has veilM the folemn view ; 
Yet once .agam> dear parted maui» 
. Meek Natutt'i. child, agsun Adiejii !^ 
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LETTER V. 



TO MISS EWING. 

Fort Aujuftos, July z6, ij'fi. 

■*« . 
MY DEAR FRIENOj 

GovERKCJR CanlpbcH's* family left this 
{)Iace 6n Monday, and tve arc all very melan- 
ch^ly; for vfft neyef fliall fee the Worthy 
oldvetcf^ ttiore. He has a complication 
©f dlfof dcfrsf, ohc ajoiie of tvhich wb&ld bd 
€n*ugh to make life rriiferablc. It ititift'bc 
fy, ttnd the w6rld coxild not go on otherwife, 
Y€t dn^i urltifed to fiicH fcene^, cannot 
avoid fuprife to fee ho^ thofe we love bcft 
can divert themfclves, and be very merry, 
^hile we are in agony, I fuppoie I was 
more affefted than other people; merely 
bccaufe the fcene is new to me. — My 
poetical correfpondence, after which you 
inquire fo kindly, has been fome time in a 

• Governor Campbell, of Fort George, who reprc- 
fented the family of Barcaldiae ; he died at Bath 
Toon after his vifit to Fort Auguftus. 

declining 
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■ticclining date, and is dying, if not already 
dead. It did not begin with me, and I 
.think it will end with n>c. I wifli I had 
kept copies for your amufeinent ; but I have 
Jiot, as yet, fct fo much vdue on any thing 
of my own writing, as to prejervc a duplicate; 
This indifference is not aflfcftcd. I do hot 
^i^e myfelf airs of de^ifmg poetry ; on thd 
contraryj I not . only love but rcvtcrc the 
Mufey as hcUeving her Jtbe Pricftefs erf 
virtue. H^r faicred and boundlefs infiviencre 
over the iueart and the imagination, may,* 
j>rqperly ufed^ produce the hdpi»eft and 
flobleft efFe(3^« Witty and profligate po^ets 
have, no doubt, pdrvertpd their liaknts t0 
the worft pui-pofes. But thii only affetBi 
their contemporaries, for I do not believe 
they are eyer read by the next generation^ 
In the public Qpinion they rot and corrupt 
with their writers. Who cares now for the 
wits of Charles the Second's day ? — or who 
would wade through their dunghills ? But 
truth and nature are for ever new and de- 
lightftil. In all the viciflitudes of time they 
hallow and preferve the very language in 
which they are written. Whoever is capable 

of 
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of being delighted by poctry^fees nature and 
virtue in fairer lights and brighter colours 
than others. But that reverence for the 
Mufe, which arifes from a conviftion of Jicr 
<divine origin and boundleis influence^ makes 
me touch the lyre with a trembling hand. 
Indeed in my own cafe, as well as others, I 
Ycel a dread andremorfe, as if writing without 
genius werei)mething akin to prophefying 
without infpi^ation* But in this playflilway 
of writings merely for each other's amufe- 
ment> which one may call rhyming con* 
vcrfation, ^I feel lefs relu^ance, becaufe I 
know it is to die in the little circle where it 
was borni— Adieui my dear friend; fend tttt 
fi€-fide intelligence^ mychief delight. 
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LETTER VI. 



TO MISS EWING, 



Fort Auguftus, Auguft lo, 1778. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I WOULD willingly convey a fhare of all 
my pleafures to you. But then I fear you. 
will have a bad bargain, by taking my pains 
into the account. Now I have a knack of 
adding other people's to my own ftock> 
which will give you very little profit of the 
tranfmiffion (may I call it) of my few wild, 
fimple pleafures. You inquire of Mrs. C.*" 
But for the fmall-pox, flie would have been 
very handfome, on a large fcale. As it is, 
Ihe is very comely, and pofleffes uncom- 
mon powers of pleafing. There is a maC- 
culine ftrength and dignity vifible both in 
her figure and underftanding. But Ihe 
mingles fuch perfed eafe, pliant attention, 

• Mrs. Campbell, fitter to Sir John Sinclair, of 
Ulbller, married to the Governor of Fort George, 
and mother to the Coimtefs of Caithn^fs. She died 
many years fince. 

vi)L. II. c and 
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and conftant good humour with her dignity, 
that you refpeft herwichout being overawed. 
Her language is pure and elegant, and gives 
the idea of a woman of fafhion, without the 
modifh phrafeology. Then you can eafily 
difcern that though (he lives in the world, 
and knows it, Ihe think$ her own thoughts, 
and exprefles them in her own words. 

" The world is frantic— fly the race profane 1'* 

How often does this quotation occur to mc^, 
when I fee the ftrugglcs of vani^ty and ava- 
rice, -and mark the end ! Yet wUl thcfe vo- 
taries of the world go on crying, '* We aj:e 
the people, and wifdom fhall die with us>"-«^ 
and they look upon us that love peace, ^nd 
would efchew it, as poor vifionary reclyfcs, 
without any defirable objeft of purfuit. 
I could find in my heart to give them back 
their pity with intcreft, and daily relifh more 
your happy projeft, of be:ing doubly bleft: iti 
our fingle bleflednefs, in that fame air-builp 
cottage behind the hill. If we are as happy 
in it as we were laft winter, we may think 
our lot enviable. Indeed the incurfions of 
the hufband and bairns, which Jenny re- 
folves to have, will now and then difturb 

our 
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owr tranquillity ; but when they arc gone,' 
we Ihall put on our fpeftaclcs, and con- 
template our lap-dog and parrot with new 

• 

delight. Talk of focial ties and endear-^ 
mcnts, I am, fure I get enobgh, and tpo 
much of them, without being bound in tfeS' 
never to be broken, I wifh I could liiakc 
you fenfible how clofe the ties of neigh- 
bourly kindnefs neceflarily draw, in thefe' 
little places. Every one that is forry /elicits ^ 
your fympathy, and cvjery one thit is fick 
claims your attendance, if it is fuppofed 
you have any kindnefs to fpare. Their 
diftrufts and quarrels with each other make 
every one fly to me with complaints againfl: 
each other. This new- married lady afcC 
too has taken a moft inconvenient fancy ta. 
me ; and, like all other indulged invalids, 
cannot bear to have any of her fancies 
croflcd : and fo violent is her kindnefs while • 
it lafts, that, betwixt her, and one drooping 
foul or other, Mary Gwynn not the kaft nor 
laij:, ray very Ipirit is worn down with attend- 
ing fick folks. Mifs M'Culloch*s filler bears 
heavier on my mind than any one of them. 
She is left by herfelf, her father and mother 

c 2 being 



2i tETTERS FROM 

being gone to fome medical wells, where, I 
fear, the good primitive man will die. I 
never pafled fuch a confufed fummer ^ and 
my poor Chriflina Macpherfon, that ufed 
to cheer my foul " with fongs divine to 
hear,'*. maSn be away too ; and poor Paftor 
Fido*. The fwcet evenings, and bright 
filent noons, that we three were wont to 
fpend in tracing up Tarfe, and wandering and 
lounging by turns on Drimen Duie, with 
our whimfical broken ftarts of converfation, 
as detached from the reft of the world, and 
as unlike it as the kids that played over our 
l)eads> rife to my memory like the mufic of 
other times. I would not grudge the ab- 
fcnccfjof this nymph and fwain, if they were 
as happy where they arc -, but I am fure they, 
arc. not. When .fliall I again dwindle into 
my dear infignificance ?■■■ A thoufand 
tbingi^ ufed to charm me when my mind was 
vaaMC ^4 eafy, which I cannot relifh now 
tHpthsi^ reftlels beir^ have difturbed me, 

'^ TUt6r Fido— a 'iom de Gttem, given to the 
oMtpaEQjiM of oitr 'waiks ; he was afterwards Miniiler 
U-iAgffixui :wa4 was theajnft gone to fettle there. 

by 
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by making mc the dcpofitory of their felf- 
creaccd troubles. This it is to live fo plaguy 
jiear people, and meet with them Con- 
tinually; though neither eftimable nor 
amiable, they get hold enough of one's af^ 
fedbions to tiiake one uneafy. Faftionsin 
miniature are like a fwarm of niuflkitoes ; 
they can't kill you, but they teaze you in- 
celTantly, buz about your ears, and hinder 
your fleep, I wilh I could communicate to 
them fome of our ^* rapture for the Mufe,-* 
to cure them of flander and capttoufnefs. 
When I am czarina of fome new difcovercd 
region, one of my firft edids fhall be, that 
every one of my fubjcfts, who is incapable 
of being amufed in a rational and elegant 
Planner, fhall work hard from morning to 
night. And in this regulation I will confult 
the happinefs of my faid fubjcfts, 

** Nor let their cverlafting yawn exprefs 
The pains and penalties of idlenefs.'* 

I have now in my eye a perfon of plain 
common fcnfe, and much humanity, who, 
without a grain of literature, a fcruple of 
tafte, or an atom of fancy, contrives to be 
as bufy as a bee, and as cheerful as. a lark. 

c 3 The 
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TJieiwholfr.ycar round flic rifes c^ly, rego- 
laces her family, and then fits Sown to work 
-and to firig. : When her own wofIc is doo€, 
flie works for her poor neighbours j. docs not 
care a ftraw whether fhe is praiifcd of they 
arc thankful,, but goes on with the pure 
motive of doing good j without any grati^- 
fication in view> but the mere joy of feeing 
the poor children, look well in their new 
clothes. Thus fhe goes on. Never inr- 
quires what others arc doing, unlefs flie can 
help them; and never goes out of her 
ufual routine, unlefs there is fomcthing 
iinufually good to be done. And all this 
cofts her no effort : 

*• Her duties walk their conftant round. 
Nor make a paufe, nor find a voidr'^ 

** If I was not Alexander, 1 would be Dio^ 
genes,*' faid the hero of Macedon. If I 
were not ^' a mufc-rid mope,'* I would be 
this fcrenely happy being, faith your friend. 
You fee what rural pleafures I am likc*to 
enjoy^ Will. Houfton, fitting behind the 
counter between his day-book and his 
bible, taftcs the fweets of fummer more than 
I do. — " Daughter of winding Clutha I walk 

forth 
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Tforth in the light of thy beauty, among the 
>Vaving willows of DuGhnafall. There let 
the breeze figh among thy heaving locks, 
while thy white hand; thrown over thy 
trembling harp, awakes the memory of 
joys that arc paft. Then, in the bright 
ftillncfs of noon, while the iKmter pants 
wearied in the (hade, and no found is heard 
along the defcrt heath ; let thy fitter, who 
mourns folitary in a diftant land, vifit the 
mufings of thy fecret foul! '* Think of me, 
who have not, fince I came home, walked 
beyond the garrifon or village, except in- 
deed to Culachy*, and that was always in 
quick time. I have not once fecn my Pen- 
fcrofo Grot,, nor been in Thicket Ifland. 
My rural enjoyments are confined to a twi- 
light or moonlight walk under our own trees ; 
and there, indeed, I refume my wonted 
pleafure of contemplating the calm bofom 
of my own lake, the pureft of mirrors, 
exhibiting a profpeft awfully folemn and 

• Cqlachy — the place of refidence of Chriftina 
Macpherfon; a beautiful farm, romantically fituatcd 
at the opening of Glen-tarfe, about a mile from Fort 
Augufius. 

c 4 wildly 
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wildlyr n^agnifkent ; while the mountain 
tops fcetn fleeping on its furface. 

" In truth, I am a StrnngCp and waywaid wight. 
Fond of each dreadful, and each gentle fcene." 

In this favourite fcene of my meditations, 
many a glowing and peniive figh is devoted 
to you. There, with other aflbciates of my 
early days, your image comes full upon me> 
and I indulge in reveries that end in pain. 
Farewell, friend of my folitude ! 



LETTER VII. 



TO MISS EWING. 



Fort Augudus, Sept 2i> ^77^ 
MY DEAR SOUL ! 

I HAVE been very agreeably engro£l^d 
for fome days paft. You know how clofely 
Mrs. Sprot and I drew to each other, from 
fimilarity of tafte and fentin>ents. She has 
correfponded with me lince ftie came to 
Urquhart, and twice attempted to come up> 
but was fomehow hindered* — ^A week ago I 

was 
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was confounded at receiving a letter from 
the zvee advocate : Jenny will tell you who 
that is. I demurred upon the occafion, with 
modeft hefitation, and opened it with con- 
fternation, and no little trepidation, which 
caufed a fmall palpitation $ for I dreaded a 
declaration, too bold to be made by any 
in the nation, to merit that needs no mort 
elevation, in a maid whofe bright graces 
illume her dark ftation. But I found my 
miftakc on more near obJcrvationj fo^ 
being afliamed of my fuppoied penetration^ 
I faved my vanity by an evaifion j and im« 
puted his filcnce to deep veneration, which 
often accompanies great admiration. Were 
I not afraid of the imputation of pedantic 
aflfeftation, I could make this clear by a 
learned quotation from M. T. Cicero's 
fortieth oration ; therefore, upon due de* 
liberation, being moved by your vexatk)% 
beyond any other confideration, I tnxA 
refume the thread of my narration for your 
further edification, and my thorough vindi* 
cation, which concerns you as much as anjr 
relation i -for fcandal, y^ know, ipreads 
like an imindation, and even your prudence 

c 5 and 
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and my moderation cannot always filencc a 
falfc imputation, which would at lead mfc 
our indignation, though we bear greater 
wis with 'calm refignation. So be furc to 
exert yourfelf for my juftification when^evcr 
syQu hear me blapied in mixed converfation j 
mentionimy virtues with great exaggeration^ 
:and, my faults, if I have them, with fome 
j&xienuatioh ^ for even vices admit of fome 
palliation, except when they rife, by a fatal 
gradation, to aclimax beyond ail alleviation* 
/V friend fhoyld never attempt aggravation; 
for though we Jive among a perverfe 
gei>eratiorii each of us may keep peace i:i 
pur o\^n hatbitation, and, by lying in bed, to 
gffapeobfcrvation, become worthy patterns 
for general imitation, and not fleep in the 
fecc of a whole x:ojigregation> which would 
aflferd Andrew- great delegation. So I con- 
(oLudci in hopes of your full approbation, 
fcdr I am f^re you muft be tired of fo mauy 
Jongwoirds in rotation, as you always delight 
iti€Of^Qif^:9^bbreviatlon, as much as I c^tfH 
fiuibitf anddiffufe narration, &c. — ^W ell, but 
tfitis.tettet; from our wee friend meantnothing 
but to. recommend to our attention the two. 

brothers 
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brothers Sprot; one, my acquaintance 
through his mate, who, by his worth and en- 
gaging manners,can always recommend him- 
fclfj the other, a bachelor brother of his, who 
is newly come home from India, not at all 
like his brother, but I believe a good kind 
of man. The brothers and the lady came 
purpofcly tofpend a few days with us. We 
enjoyed each other exceedingly, and fhould 
have done fb much more, had not othct 
company interrupted us. Mrs. Sprot im- 
proved upon me greatly ; like Swift's Stella 
(he has lived in a circle of men and books, 
and has acquired certain peculiarities, from for 
doing; yet fhe has a great fund of good hu- 
mour, and has a fpirited eafe in her manner 
that is very^ pleafing. She poflcffes ge- 
nuine fenriment, and great fincerity ; has 
a warm heart, and an excellent tafte, which 
appears in her drefs, furniturci ^>ooks, &c. 
but more e(pecially in her friends,i— ? "^fWfii 
going to add, in her hufband; but fhe, 
more properly,^ was his tafte. I forbear to 
tdl you how modeft and amiable He is.- I 
cbntent myfelf with obferVirig> that I ntvdr 
faw a hulband whofe behaviour co a wife 

c 6 plcafed 
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flta&d mc fo well. They woidd have in- 
duced me to go with them to Fort George, 
where I had promifcd to go on a vifit to 
Mrs. Campbell *, but I could not, being the 
week of our facrament, which fhortened 

their vifit. 

4t « « # ♦ « « 

Sept. aift is conie, and I have not gone 
to Stratherick, having been agreeably pre- 
vented by a vifit from a coufin > not P. 
biUta mamed coufin, a.great favourite. He 
l!^ill ftay fooic days, which I rejoice at: I 
dearly love my relations when they are to- 
jterabk, ao4 would i^n blind myielf when. 
they are not. I hav^ got much informatioa 
Ic9in jh^ifi wkh regard to our mutual friend, 
Jifbo ^cgndimes to rol} a jftpne up a Jiill with 
fbff uA^ ivi^cfs* He^ l^ed, (etm^ born 
ff^]^ &99?9fd ^^ if ifK}ced it isi;iot rather 
lusibUy ^n his fate, ({is L^te adventures' 
9f^ a&.i^ogi#r as hisnfklf^ but I w^ not 
IjVcU^faovergirpw^cpift^withjh^m you 
f^ iif cv^r he an^ Paftor Fido met ? He 
was a T^ondi here at the very ume P. F. 
•ift^as.in, the .gloomy humour | told you ofi 

9 /The "mk tf 4lie then GavemcMr of Fon Ge^ge. 

Ij'y.'.ol^ ■• and, 
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and their behaviour to each other was lb 
haughtily cold on one fide, fo faucy and 
biting on the other J One never unbent from 
his haughty relcrve, fo far as to caft a 
glance at any of the kindred, only> on going 
away, he would look back to fee if I were 
alive after all this ; the other fpared no re- 
flexions, and would barely allow him the 
advantage of a tolerable exterior ; and was 
out of patience when I allured him P. F. 
wanted neither good fenfe nor good nature, 
though he did not think proper to fpoil them 
with daily wear. At that time P. F, would 
think it beneath his dignity to rail at anyone> 
but fliew his difpleafure by a difUainfu} fi- 
fence, when the objeft of it happens tobt the 
■fubjcct of cohverfation.- — I rejoice fincerely 
to hear of our dear Harriet's fpccdy rcco- 
very. The world cannot have toa many^ 
like her, if her children reiembk hen— I 
am truly forry that your friend has thrown 
herfelf away on fuch a trifter. She always 
encouraged a train of coxcombs ; I never 
faw a perfon of fo much fenfe fo litdc 
jealous of her dignity. Adieu, dear friend i 
You in my thoughts, I repeat the five firft 

vcrfeg 
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vcrfcs of the twenticrfi Pfalrti, which yoH 
pointed out to me when I came away— 

*^ O'er all my foul your fdcred influence breathet> 
Inflames imaglnaiionx rafes thought, 
Infoies every tendemefs/' Sec. Sec* 



LETTER VIU. 



TO MISS EWiNd, GLASGOW. 

Fort Auguftus, October 3, 1778. 

r HAVE now to thank you for two of 
your kind letters fince you returned from 
the Fairley ; buty before I advert to their 
contents, will carry on my narrative as 
ufual. The day I fcnt you my latt, I re- 
ceived one from Invemefs, with an account 
of poor Mr. Mac Cr's. death, which is a le(s 
to fociety in general ; but to this place, as 
well as to his own family, irreparable. He 
was a man of primitive fimplicity of man- 
ners, and unde viating reftitude of principle; 
and difcharged the duties of his ufeful 

though 
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though humble ftarion with pcctiliar diK- 
gencc and fidelity, and was indeed die prin- 
cipal bulwark of religion in this place fince 
poor P. F- left us j., for our prcfent paftor 
doesnot rcfide. WeU> but I was de fired- 
to communicate to the poor girls-the lofs they 
had fuftained^ I can give yoa no idea of 
the terror I felt at being forced to perform 
this taflc. -Yet the fcene was even beyond 
what I had feared. The widow was at the 
wells where he died ; fo the poor fouls were 
in a houfe by themfelves, in a lonely place^ 
half a mile from the village, where fcarce 
one of our circle had the humanity to go near 
them. Our family, and tliat at Culachy, 
were indeed the only exceptions. The 
pretty gentle creatures have fo much fenfi-t 
bility, (how that poor word is hackneyed !) 
*^ that they really cannot bear fuch fcenes 
of diftrefs ;. 'tis too much for their feelings, 
finks their fpirits," &c. So they prudently 
avoid every thing that can awake in. their 
hearts thofe emotions which certainly refult 
from falutary imprefllons, and produce the 
beft moral efFed. The divine patterni of 
every excellence, who was a man of for- 

rows. 
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rows, and acquainted with grief, ict no fuch 
example. 

** O for the fympathetic glow. 
Which forc*d the holy tear to flow. 
When, weeping over ^endflup's grave ; 
Ev*ii he forgot his pow'r to iave I'* 

My dear love, I beg you will join with mc 
In defpiling this felfiOi fordid kind of fcnfi- 
bility, for I am juft now particularly angry 
with it. Dear foul, your too recent ex- 
perience will teach you to judge, though 
others cannot, of the angui(h and defpair 
riiatoverwhelmcdthefe poor orphans. Poor 
indeed! for their whole dependence was 
their father's exertions. But they have a 
good and generous brother ; and> what is 
better ftill, they have their father's good 
worics, his prayers, his example. They 
will not be left defolate. I never behaved 
worfe; I had, I thought, refolved, and 
fortified myfelf in the beft way I could, 
but in vain. Indeed the fcene was new to 
me. I never witneffed one of the kind ; 
and it was the worfe that I liked the poor 
fufierers fo well. I wrought myfelf up to a 
forced compofurej but when I told, as 

foftly 
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fofdy as I could^ what every one clfc knew, 
the violence of their anguifti was overpower- 
ing. I went up twice every day fince to 
affift with their mourning, Sec. but got fo 
much cold at laftj with walking in wet 
weather, that I have been feverilh and con- 
fined fince; but I am beginning to mend. I 
will not plague you with a detail of petty 
grievances, byt tell you, in general, that I 
have been teafed and plagued beyond fuf- 
ferance with people of a very different de- 

firription. --• To bear our 

Ihare of the ibrrows of our friends is a duty 
\9C, are born to ; we are the better for it. 
But to be worn out with the follies and 
abfurdities of thofc who aie incapable of 
fi-iendfhip is truly hard. Were I to wifh 
myfelfany thing but what I am, it would 
be a hedge -hog. Happy brute ! that can 
all be. coUefted within itfelf, and there lie 
wrapped, indifferent and infcnfible to all 
that paffes without. I have fcen human 
hedge-hogs -, but thefe I do not envy, for 
they never unroll themfelves. Now the 
genuine hedge-hog only does it occafionally, 
when it runs the rifk of being injured i and 

fo 
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' lb Would r. I fuppofc you have heard nic 
■ 4>cak of the brother of the new-married lady 
at Cuiachy *, who, at a very early age, aird 
in the moft honourable manner, has made a 
• fortune in India. He is an uncommon, in- 
deed I may fay, an exalted charafter ; one 
of thdfe of whom Pope fays,- 

^ Great fouls there are,* who, tonch'd with warmth- 
divinCr 
Give gold a' prkc, aiid!^ teach' its beanw tt) (bine.** 

I know yoQ agree with me in taking a ilrong 
intereft in valuable and lingular charafters, 
though not perfonally known to them. I 
fliallgive you a flightflcetchof this eftimablc 
. perfon's hiftory :• He has juft left us,, and- 
is to return^ on his way from his native 
ifland, to vifit his filler; and we are daily 
entertained with anecdotes of him. His 
hiftory includes liis charafter. In the firft 
place, he was the fon of a worthy clergy m an 
of the Ifles, diftir^uifhed for his learning 

* The perfoa here mentioned is a- well known 
and much efteemed' charader ; who, after this pe- 
riod, fucceeded to the interim Government of Ben- 
gal, on the return of Governor Hadings to Eng- 
'femd. 

and 
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and abilities^ and whofe writings have thrown 
great light on the antiquities of his country. 



Now this is as pretty asfiAion, and as tnlt 
as hiftoryr It is inconceivable what good 
thcfc fmall^penfions, fo judicioufty diftri- 
butedy have produced. They have cheered 
^dejeftion, enlivened hope, and fupportcd 
iiKiuftryr Here is a man that makes more 
than a dozen families happy >. at kfs expence 
than half a contefted cledtion would occa-- 
fion. Thefe fmall fure ftreams of bounty, 
- that never dry up, do people more good than 
a large fum, which would put it in their 
heads to be proud and idle, and fit down to 
hatch imaginary wants. Whenever a fhowcr 
of gold fells upoa me, I certainly will go- 
and dolikewife. Hiswealch, the reward of 
fcientific fcrvice, as one may call it, to a 
native prince, was not got in the common 
manner, and is juft as uncommonly (pent, 
'Two hundred pounds^ which he fent to be 
diftributed among the poor of his father's 
parilh, I had almoft forgot to mention. Ad- 
vert, that this is not done fromthe overflow^- 
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ifig of an immcnfe fortune i he is not rich 
in the Eaftern acceptation yet. But, as 
Burnet fays of Tillotfon, 

«* He is rich in good wolto." 

Excufe repetition and confufton. I tell you 
once more> the people hereabouts teafe and 
harrafs me with cheir hollow friendfhip and 
undefired confidence ; civilities that demand 
a return, and would extort gratitude, where 
there is neither principle or fteadinefs; and 
to devote your time when you cannot give 
your eftcem, and then to have the only 
eftimable perfon in the whole groupe in* 
jured and neglefted by the rcftj to fee that 
eftimable perfon finking under afecretload 
of heart-breaking forrow, which I cannot 
alleviate, and muft not feem to know : how 
vcjcatious ! My dear creature, you know 
nothing of the ftrife of human pafllons. 
'Tis hci5e they rage and fwell, and are ittjx 
in their full magnitude. Confined to a few 
.ohjefts, and within a narrow circle, their 
agitation is more violent, and their ef&£b 
ittopc-vifible. From ^tiie dreadful efFer- 
•vcfcciKC of idicnefs and malignity feirment- 
«g {ngcther, may all Llove be preiecvcd ! 



THE MOUNTAINS. 4{ 

The lad is a moft profound and myfterious 
period ; but if ever I fee that blefled lights 
jrpur face, I will give a you a very full ex- 
planation of it, which will make you wonder 
^t leaflr, if not crofs yourfelf. I turn to a 
more pleafing fubjeft, the contents of your 
letters. I am glad you were fo well enter- 
tained at the Fairley by my old acquaintance 
ClarifTa, and your new acquaintance Mr. 
Montei tL I obferve you frequently preferred 
the company of the former to the latter, and 
am pleafed to find you fo partial to my fa- 
vourite heroine. Never, fure, were cha* 
rafters fo well drawn, difcriminated, and 
fupported as thofe in " Clarifla/' Her 
own in particular. Never was any thing 
fo uniformly confiftent, fo raifed above 
common charafters, and yet fo judicioufly 
kept within the bounds of nature and proba- 
bility. I know very well there are thofe 
Who, from a very indelicate fpecies of de- 
licacy, objeft to the conduft of the ftory in 
certain inftances. Thofe who can, in the 
midfl of fuch diftrefs as her's, withdraw, 
their minds from contemplating the trials of 
a fuficring angel, to pollute their imagina* 

tions. 
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tions, arc very unworthy indeed to be admit- 
ted into even the ideal prefence of a Clarifla, 
Iknow not any criterion by which I (hould 
be readier to jj'dge, and try, any one's cha- 
raftcr and tafte, than by obfcrving with 
what degree of intereft and feeling they 
furvey this corred drawing from nature. 
You can't think with what fcorn I liften to 
litrie mifles, and tery little matters, who 
tell us in parrot phrafe, ^* Nobody reads 
Clariffa now. People 7iow think it languid 
and tedious/' Juft as if the efFeft of good 
ftnfe, wit, humour, pathos, and, in fliort> 
pure chriftianity, could vary with the hour, 
like fleeting modes and manners. Ranting 
tragedies, written while rant was fafhion- 
able ; or vile comedies, where wit and talents 
arc lavifhed in painting manners which hap- 
pily no longer exift— thcfe, I fay, may go 
out of fafhion ; but truth is immutable, and 
nature, if you will bear a quibble^ has in- 
variably the felf-famc variations. Who 
then would afFeft to defpife a clue that leads 
through all intricacies to her inmoft reccflcsj 
becaufe the thread of which it is con^ofed 
is very fine^ very long, and artfully tWincd 

of 
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of .many filaments ? The means are pro- 
porjdoned to the end. The ftory, no doubt^ 
unfolds ilowly J yet every feotence anfwers 
the grj^at end of bringing the aftors in the 
•fccneib immediately before your eyes, that 
ypu feem to have known and lived with 
them. The approach is long, bui: it is to a 
noble objeS, and the avenue is planted with 
fuchendlefs v^ariety. of flowers, both pleafmg 
and ufcful, that you muij: be dull and in^ . 
curious indeed, if you flop or linger by the 
^wy . J know nothing, out of the volume of 
infpiration, equal to the death-bed of Cla^ 
rifla, I feel the efFeft always new j wrapped 
io the delufion of .this overpowering fidlion, 
I have dreamed^ as jthe Patriarch did at 
Lu^.> that I faw angels afc^nding wd de*- 
fccnding. Generally in .every ftory, real 
orfiftitious, the intercft cjeafes wi^h the life 
of the hero or heroine. But, in this in- 
ftance^ we hover over the vault, and trace 
^CYtxy circumftance relating to the departed 
faint, with fond veneration. Yet, after 
being fo partial to our own fcx, as to allow 
Clariflajto be a natural char^fter, we may 
be fo juft to the other, as to fuppofe Love- 
lace 
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lace carried almoft beyond poffibility. A 
man could not cxift, who, to fo fine an un-* 
derftanding, fuch courage, wit, generofity, 
and talents, could unite fo much cunning 
and cruelty, folly and villainy. Yet the 
author has fo far prefervcd probability, as to 
make him aA and fpeak as fuch a being 
would do, if any being could unite fijch con- 
tradiftions. Modern hiftory iificed refutes 
my wife conclufions, by prefenting us with 
an almoil fimilar charafter. Lord Boling- 
broke, whom Pope diftinguiflies by the 
epithet of all-accomplilhed St. John. He 
addrelTed his Eflay on Man to him, and 
(peaks of him on all occafions with the mod: 
enthiifiaftic admiration. Swift does almoft * 
the fame -, and Chefterfield, who only faw 
him extreme old age, when he might be 
thought to have oudived his talents and his 
graces, was yet dazzled with his peribn and 
addrefs, talks of him as the complete model' 
of a finifhed fine gentleman, as to manners, 
Gonverfation, and elo(}uence. Yet this man, 
after runninginto the moft violent exeefles in 
Uberdnifm, and proftituting his fine talents 
to ferve the meanefl: and moft corrupt end^ 

of 
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of a party, without reforming from his innate 
viws, had turned them into a more dan- 
gerous channclj by endeavouring to under- 
mine thofe principles which the tenor of his 
life had difgraced. Yet he had, after all, 
the art to perfuaj^e even the virtuous^ Pope, 
and that all-obferving cynic Swift, of his 
.fincerity ^nd reditude ; and this merely by 
the force of*eloquence, Ihining parts, and 
a kind of conftitutional fomething, that 
paffed for generofity and good nature. 
Thus, without a heart, without truth or 
morals, this man was enabled to cap* 
tivate and do mifchief, not only all his life, 
but even after death. The deiftical writings 
he left behind were not the refult of felf- 
convidion, or a defire to convince others, 
but the mere vanity of e:^ploring the track- 
lefs waftes of fpeculation, of overthrowing 
eftablifhed opinions, and thus creating a 
region in which to rule. It was like Satan's 
expedition in fearch of fome domain, where 
he might exercife power, and produce mi* 
lery. I do not know what tempted me to 
wade fo far out of my depth after I^rd B.^ 
but you wifh me to fay all that comes in my 
VOL. II. D headj 



head, ^fid you muft take the cOnfe<jttcftccs» 
paWW^n, affcaioMtely ! 
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. TO MISS EWING, GLASGOW. 

Fort Augailas, Nov. 14, 1778. 
MY lirXk FRIEND, 

YouX letter from Stirlmg is not arrivfed/ 
I hkve defircd this bejarer, Vho pa0e$ 
tfiroiigh that ixticknt city, tb cajl for it, and 
fcftd it by Edinburgh. 'Tis Very chlldilh to 
fiy that the pernfal of yout letters tealccs fd 
fftudh of iny h^^ypihefs ; but in this tJefoiied 
place there is fo much mfftriift, fo itouch 
feHoUs trifling, fuch a dearth of the lan- 
guage of *tritth, of nature, and the afifec- 
tidhs, that thfcy ai*e '^ the fanbekitis" of my 
foul, arid I count the thtcrvals bet^fecn 
tht?Ai imparientJy. 

I ttuft pii^e yiSu into piihftuality by 
tcffiiigyou Thive a ifnore iifitxy ind elbqlient 
cfdrtt^fjibhcfcht. tho* I cherJfli your " itfir- 

ing 
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ing foftnefs'* with perverfe preference 5 I 
am tempted to tranfcribe fome original 
poetry from her laft letter, becaufe 'tis the 
prettieft I have fccn her write, and not 
becaufe I am the fijbje<5t. Read this 
*' Adrefs to Memory/' 

# # # * # # 

4^ ^ w W W W 

OurZ)rmewZ)e<iefriendisfl:illindifpofcd: 
what if he fliould walk off to the Elylian 
Fields without ceremonious leave taking ? I 
think it were as well to take the Female 
Quixote's way, and fend him word that he 
may live if he pleafes. If raillery could 
relieve anxiety, it were well ; and if difcafes 
in real lijfe would yield to the fympathy of 
friendihip, it were alfo well. I keep my 
indignation at all the offenders here within 
very moderate bounds ; for I only prefervc 
roy ferenityi that is, when they would be 
jocofe> and familiar, as formerly, I look 
grave and pretend not to underftand them. 
For Mrs. Newmarch's fake, I carry my . 
righteous wrath no further* — Why do you 
defirc rae to burn your letters, while you fo 
religioufly prcfcrve mine ? You can have 

D 2 no 
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no motive for this, which I have not in a 
higher degree for keeping the pictures of 
your foul. I have cut all the leaves out of a 
great old goofe of a book, and there I have 
placed thofe pretty piftures in regular fuc- 
ceflion s with Mifs Ourry's and Mrs* 
Sprot'sj coufin Jean's letters, which I value 
much for the vein of original humour that 
runs through them, are there too: fo arc 
fome of Beattie's poems. You can't think 
how diligently I perufe this good book. 
Watts on the Paffions is not dearer to youi 
for, as warm as he is in your work-bag, do 
you think your paper-bag of epiftlesxan ever 
lift its head in competition with my great 
book ? No i it has too much refpeft for its 
betters, and has learnt from me the doftrine 
of gradations. To countexaft the vile in- 
fluence of the vile world, I am always fend- 
ing you fome true ftory of good deeds per- 
form 'd, or good fouls aftbg or fufFtring, 
from my Alpine nook. (I don't mean the 
Fort.) Did you ever know fo good acreaturc 
as Sandy the primitive ? See now, he infifts. 
on his mother and fifters coming to live widi 
him, and means to fupport the whole family 

in 
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hi eafc and abundance. Is it not like 
Jofeph fending for his brethren — and Jofcph 
too was a faftor. You may fuppofe the 
good Wind Duke to be Pharoah, if yeu 
pleafcj and to complete the refemblance, 
the highlanders are all herdfmen, and the 
vulgar in the Low Country hold them in 
abamtnation. It juft now occurs to me, 
why, in a country fo near as England, and 
even in one fo affimilated as Ireland, Scotch 
manners are fo little underftood. They 
never write a page on thefe fubjefts without 
rtfs^ing fome blunder, which to a Scotchman 
fcems very ludicrous. This comes from 
confounding the peculiarities, dialecl, &c, 
of the Highlanders with thofe of the Low- 
landers, the two moft diflimilar clafles of 
beings exifting, in every one particular that 
marics diftinftion; the former indeed are a 
people never to be known unlefs you live 
among them, and learn dieir language. 
Smollet, in Humphry Clinker, is the only 
writer that has given a genuine fketch of 
Scotch manners ; and in what relates to the 
lower clafs of Highlanders, even he appears 
allowably ignorant, not knowing their lan- 

D 3 guage^ 
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guage, and having left the country fo 
young, that he was in a great meafure a 
ftrangcr to the Highlands, though born a 
borderer on it. The Highlanders are Celts 
(as Pinkerton in the bitternefs of his foul 
calls them.) Now I and my anceftors are 
genuine Britons, who, retiring with furly 
independence before the redeye of the King 
of the world, gjid his imperial Eagles^ 
made the ftrength of rocks ours, fnuflf'd 
like wild affes at the voice of the purfuer, 
and ftill retain " the garb of old Gaul, and 
the fire of old Rome.*' As for you 
good fober fouls of Clydcfdale, and all 
other Dales, fung by the paftoral Mule, 
your anceftors were good plain Saxons i 
who, begging to be excufcd from any par- 
ticular intimacy with Danilh ravens, and 
Norman leopards, and all foreign birds 
ajid beafts, came northward, to fhelter 
under the Scottilh fir, and wear for their 
badge the fclf-righted Scottilh thiftle. If 
proofs were wanting, Shakefpeare fupplie& 
abundance. King John's cooks and foot- 
men, it is evident, fpoke much the fame 
language with the cadies of Edinburgh; and 

any 
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Vky of us, who have tafte to reli(h Sh^ikcf^ 
pe^re^ underftand readily terms that have 
puzzled all his fouthern coqficnentators. In 
fhoFt ygu dwellers of the dalesj, in mannerS| 
cookery, &g. are juft what the old Englifli 
were iu the days of the rival rofes. I have 
been greadyamufed at hearing an unfledged 
Englifh Enfign pour contempt upon our 
good national barley broth, in almoft the very 
terms ufed by the Conftable of France in 
deriding the heroes of Agincourt : 

*' Can fodden water, 
** Adreiiicbfor fur-rein'd jade«, their barley broth, 
« Decod their cold blood to fuch valiant heat !'* 

Now pray do not forget to lodge this dif- 
cuffion and quotation in your paper bag, 
where much digrcflion and excurfion 
already dwells. To return to Sandy the 
primitive, the defcrving hero of my tale : — 
he will at length fo colonize the banks of 
the unrivalled Lake, that the prophetic 
Valkyria may once more fay, 

" Thofe whom late the dcfcrt's beach 

Pent^vithin its bleak domain. 

Soon their ample fway ihall iiretch 

; O'er the plenty of the plain.'* 

D 4 Adieu, 
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Adieu^ and do not be angry at me for 
making you '* Look into the pit, whence 
thou waft digged 3 into the whole of .the 
rock, whence thou waft taken ;" though 
a more exalted origin is claimed by your 
high defcended and high minded fritnd. 



LETTER X. 



TO MISS EWING, GLASGOW. 

Fort Aoguftas, April 5, 1779* 

These promifes are very fine, and I fup- 
pofe generally made on fuch occafions, but 
I have no wifli for any fuch homage. I 
never defire or hope for more confidence, 
tendernefs, or attention than you and I have 
fhewn towards each other. Indeed I expedl 
not even to tafte the fweets of a more perfedt 
union of minds. I am neither furprifed or 
chagrined at what you tell me of people's 
notion, that my fuppofed attainments will 
difqualify me for ordinary duties^ that is, 

for 
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for difcharging them with diligence and 
propriety. I (hall always think myfelf 
obliged to you for every information of this 
kind, without the leaft defire of knowing 
from whom it comes. It is very natural, 
and perfeftly allowable, -if one is charged 
with any matter of fa£t which one knows 
not to be true, that every means fhould be 
immediately ufed to difprove it. But, when 
we merely hear of thefe vague and general 
cenfures, which we conftandy, and often 
juftlypafs on each other, inftead of a hot 
and hafly vindication, we fhould endeavour 
to profit by this indireft inftruftion, and re- 
move the pretexts for blame. Thefe good 
people only think of me what I have often 
thought of myfelf, that I am not well qua- 
lified for the conftant exertion, felf-com- 
mand, and caution requifite in a married 
life. There is no paflion implanted in the 
mind but for fome good purpoft ; vanity 
for inftance. Now I think there is nothing 
I fhould be fo vain of as the conqueft of 
my own habits, and other pcople'^s preju- 
dices. To excel in a fpherr that is thought 
beyond me, would be a proud boaft indeed. 

D 5 Whatever* 
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Whatever one bends one's whole mind to, 
there is fomc chance of excelling in. But 
time muft decide ; and, in the mean time> 
I muft hope and endeavour. I may be 
rafh or indolent ; but, on the other hand^ 
I am pretty eafy> being fenfible I am not fa 
qbftinate, opinionated, and felf-loving, as 
p»etenders to literature among our fcx are 
generally faid to be. — ^I give you no di- 
reftions. Suppofe yourfelf a bride, and 
apply the money as far a& it will go. — ^As to 
what has been faid of what I have written, I 
am far, far, from affuming the leaft merit 
upon it. But this I am very proud of, that> 
poflefling from infancy that glow of ima- 
gination, and facility of expreiHon, which 
the owners are fo apt to miftake for genius^ 
I have written fo very litde. That little too 
was thrown ofF.in fuch a careleis manner, a& 
- made it evident that I bad not given much 
time or thought to it« In the mean time, I 
iend two poetical pieces for your amufement> 
merely to have them out of the way of more 
ferious concerns. One is from my fanciful 
correfpondent that you wot of; I think it 
lier bcfts perhaps lam tbe more panial ta 

it 
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it, knowing the fubjed to be real. I knew 
the young lady who is the theme of this tale 
of (brrow. She died laft winter, in the 
twenty- third year of her age, aviftim to 
the ftruggle betwixt duty and attachment in 
a delicate and well principled mind. Her 
conduct, though imprudent, was perfcftly 
innocent* But ihe was every way delicatti 
her feelings nurfed by indulgence, and all 
made of tendernefs and mufic. It is cruel 
to bring up any body fo very helplefs* I 
will tell you all about her in my next. The 
Ode to Hygeia was written by your friend, 
and intended for Mrs. Sprot, who has long 
been urging me for fomething of die kind* 
How happy it is, fincc I am deftined to 
forfake a place fo dear to me, that the tie$ 
are loofened that held me to it : 

" Thefliades, the ftreams, the groves remain; 
But ffieadfhip there I feek in vaio«'' 

One by one, every body that I cared £br 
dropped oflT, and I law nothing ^ound me 
but dreary vacuity. We Ihall fee what kiiuj 
cf a world the odd beings, fo peculiar ia 
tafles and opinions, will create amid the 
central mountains. No people, however, 

D 6 have 
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have their happinefs fo much in their 6wn 
power as we may have, if we were not fo 
much in the region of tempefts. We may, 
perhaps, be obliged to go to a cave, like 
Ajut and Aningalt. — ^With love to dear 
Jenny, believe me ever yours. 



LETTER XL 



TO MISS EWING. 



Fort Auguflus, April i8, 1779. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

When I finilhed my lad, I meant to 
begin another diredtly, but was prevented 
by indifpofition. I am now, thank God, 
much better. My grandmother's death, 
which happened in the beginning of laft 
week, has occafioned my being in a pcrpe-^ 
tuai hurry ever fmce, with mournings, &c 
She has been thought dying for half a year 
jMift. The days of her pilgrimage were 
neither few nor evil (comparatively fpeak^ 

ing) > ih^ was above fourfcore years upon 

earth 
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earth, doing all the good that lingular ac- 
tivity and benevolence, dircfted by very 
found fenfe, could enable her to perform 
in her , contrafted fphere : and in conle- 
quence of this conftant exertion, and the 
general good will it excited, (he was always 
cheerful, and very refigned in afflidVion. She 
departed, full of hope and comfort, with a full 
confidence in the merits of her Divine Re- 
deemer i and the looking back on a well 
fpent life, fupported her in the hour when all 
other dependence fails, in her eighty-firft 
year. She retained a fingular frefhnefs of 
complexion, and evident remains of that 
beauty for which in her youth fhe had been 
diliinguilhed. Few have met with feverer 
trials than this worthy perfon had to ftruggle 
with 5 the family from whence Ihc fprung, 
and the principal ones with which Ihe was 
connedled, were unha})pily involved in the 
fatal (error I muft call it, for they, furely, 
afted on miftaken principle) well the error, 
the blunder, the mifchance of 15 and 45 f 
and her houfe was crowded with the orphan 
children of her filler and other relations. 
This tried her feelings, and wafted her little 

poffdfion'' 
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poflcffions fevercly ; but ftill {ht was cheer- 
ful, and thought it ail well bcftowed. 'Tis 
ailonifhing what good a fuperior mind can 
do, in any fituation of life, providing, (and 
be it always provided) that they walk ftr^ght 
on in the path of pra<flicable duty, and do 
not** wafte their ftrength," inthe**ftrenuouft 
idlenefs'* of Ipinning fyftems, and dream- 
ing dreams, and feeing vifions of con- 
ferring great benefits, when they (hould, by 
vigorous exertion, (like thofe of ray grand- 
mother) enable themfelves to pour forth 9, 
feries of fmall, yet effential ones. Now, 
peace be with thy liberal fpirit, my grand- 
mother ! and peaceably mayft thou rcfk 
with thy fathers in that green and lea fur-* 
rounded iflc, where, undifturbedbythe foM 
of Htde men, or the fpades of venal fcx-* 
tons, fo many of thy race reft m fociat 
flumber. Oh> to be buried in one of diofe 
fanftified iflands, where no little boys jump 
over grave ftones, or no great ones trample, 
over the hallow'd dead with callous indif-» 
ferencc ! 'Tis hard to leave this facredafylwitt 
of the warrior and the hunter, over which the 
aoliaa tones of airy harps found to Ac 

pafling 
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paOing bkft) while the midnight rowers 

glide by in folemn filence ; but as we muft 

ftay in the great ifland of Magna Britannia 

a while longer^ '^ and in this harfh world 

draw our breath in pain/' we muft refrefb 

our fpirits with the beft things we meet 

in it. Now, as I am in the humour of telling 

ftories^ and take it for granted that you are 

in the humour of liftening to them, and 

as female friendlhip that ftands the teft 

of time and his fellow traveller adverfity> 

is one of the beft things this untun'd fphere 

affords, I Ihall tell you fomething I have 

had often in my mind, and as often forgot 

to amufe you with. You muft have heard of 

Mrs. Buchanan, and the poor contemptible> 

whom her friends perfuaded her to marry^ 

when Ihe was a mere child incapable of chuf^ 

ing; but perhaps you have not h(ard that this 

laird had before paid his addreffes to her 

coufin, the beaudful and accompliflied Mifs 

Lucy C. of Glenure, who refufcd him in 

favour of a Mr. Cameron in this country, z 

man every way worthy of her. It was this 

diiappointment which led the '^ Lowland 

laird' ' to feck an alliance with hisprefent wife, 

with 
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with whom he lived but a few months, his 
outrageous follies and herinexperienced and 
rafli attempts to reftrain them, occafioning an 
irreconcileablc difference. They feparated, 
and '* the laird/* who was no niggard, allowed 
her fuch an annuity as would enable her to 
live genteelly any where. From her youth, 
and natural love of fociety and the world, 
every one thought (he would live in the ca<- 
pital; but this, and every fchcmc of what is 
called enjoying life, was prevented by her 
ftrong attachment to her coufin, Lucy C. 
above mentioned. Indeed, to ufe Shake- 
/pear's words on a fimilar occafion> 

•' Their loves 
Were flronger than the natural bond of fillers ;**" 

which their former rivalfliip in Buchanan's 
affcdions had never diminiftied : and when- 
ever Mrs. Buchanan got in fometneafure free 
from the matrimonial yoke^ flie went to live 
with her coufin. Mr. Cameron's abode, m 
a fequeftered highland glen, much retired, 
and furrounded with a faft increafing family, 
and with the endlefs cares of a country life, 
could have few attradions for a very young 
lady, to whom all this was new and foreign*. 

Yet 
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Yet adluatcd by the fpirit of heroic friend- 
fliip, ihe forfook the world, and fccluded 
hcrfelf from what are ufually looked on as 
the pleafures of it, on her coufin's account^ 
whofe tender gratitude you may imagine. In 
this lingular and . happy union, they lived 
above feven years. About the time I was iii- 
Glafgowwith you, Mrs. C. died on the birth- 
of her fixth child. Her coufin, tho' over- 
whelmed with forrow at this melancholy 
event, did not feek for comfort by returning 
to the world, or to her other friends. She 
has taken the charge of her coufin's family, 
and is to her children the moft anxious and 
tender of mothers ; and to this painful duty 
fhe has devoted the bcft years of her life^ 
in this remote place, occupied by cares, that 
nothing lefs than neceflity, or a mother's 
feelings could induce any one to undergo. I 
do not know whether you will view this in 
the fame light, but I think it the moft af- 
fefting and heroic inftance of true friendfliip 
I have met with in real life. One can't help 
comparing it with the lively and impref- 
five portrait Rouffeau draws of Clara and 
Eloifa. I wonder if there is any fuch friend* 

fliip 
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ftup among men. Their way. of (hewing 
friend&ip is to venture for each other thofe 
lives which they arc fo apt to fquander in 
duels; but where was friendfhipi among 
them, ever fo perfcvcring, fo graceful, and 
£> tender? Much good may their ftern 
virtues, and their public virtues, and their 
ihining virtues do them ; while ours, that 
flourifh in the fhade, are their confolation, 
and the chief blefling of fociety after* all. I 
am furc I neither envy their turbulent plea-^ 
fures, or dear bought honours. Butwe muft 
notfpeak treafon ofourproteftor8,-r-Adicu, 
Friend. Can I call you any thing dearer 
or kinder ? 



LETTER Xri. 



TO MISS OURRV. 



Laggan, July 13, 1779, 
MY EVER DEAR NANCY> 

You have indeed fully made up. for your 
paft feeming negligence> and, what I once 

thought 
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thought was impoflible, you have really 
got beyond me in attention and kindnefs. 
Yet do not too foon overvalue yourfclf, and 
diftruft me> on the ftrength of this great 
eflfort ; I refer you to my paft punctuality, 
and hope to convince you further by future, 
ileadincfs. Without preamble or circum- 
roundabout, I will fatisfy the anxiety you 
cxprefs about the hints in my laft. Know, 
then, that I was at that time engaged in 
preparations for an event, (to me very infi^ 
portant) which took place the following day. 
*Tis very odd that our letters, containing in- 
telligence fo interefting, Ihould thus have 
crofs'd each othen I am no longer my own> 
and yet I will be always yours. I have not 
formed a connexion that will chill my af- 
feftions, or contraft my heart. I fhare all 
your forrows as you recite them, and ftiU 
am moft uneafy at the efFeft which your too 
acute feelings muft have on a conftitution 
fo delicate as yours. But you have aweighty 
duty yet demanding your attention. You 
will find comfort to yourfelf inadminiftering 
it to your remaining parent. The fublimc 
and folid confolations which true religion 

and 



68 LETTERS FROM 

and right rcafon aflTord, are ali your own j 
and, tho' well aflured that there is indeed 

*' No pang like that of bofomtoifn' 
From bofom, bleeding o'er the facred dead,** 

yet I truft thofc truths, which claimed f& 
much of your attention in your gayeft and 
mod profpcrous days, will fupport you" in 
your heavieft hours. — It remams now to tell 
to whom I have made tke greateft of all poffi- 
ble facrifices. It is to a reverend acquaintance 
of yours, whofe name you will find at the 
conclufion of this. The change fo important 
tome happened in the end ofMay laft. After 
ftaying near two months at the Fort, and 
wandering many hours every day through 
our old delightful haunts, to '^^talkthe flow- 
ing heart," and compare paftconjedures and 
meditations, we have at length taken up 
our refidence in the Paftor's cottage, which 
is literally paftoraL Here we have fince con- 
tinued ; not enjoying the ideal felicity of 
romances, but that radonal and attainable 
degree of happinefs which is derived from a 
fmcere and tender mutual cfteem, health, 
tranquillity, and a humble and grateful 
confcioufncfs of- being placed in a fituation 

equally 
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jequally remote from the cares of povjcrty and 
the fnares of wealth, from pinching want, 
and Janguid unenjoyed fuperflulty. You 
know^ of old, my iiotions. of matrimony, 
and how meanly I thought of the ufual 
degre^c of jiappinefs enjoyed by thofe who 
enter into willing fubjedtiotn. This has 
proved an advantage to me, as I had no 
fanguine expeftations to be difappointed ; 
and, contrary I fuppofe to what happens to 
moft people in fimilar circiimftances, find 
more of the complacency and attention of 
the lover Jn the hulband than ever I ex- 
pefted. We were indeed much miftaken in 
the charafter of our friend. He has neither 
the tranquillity nor the indifference we gave 
him credit forj wrapt up in his natural 
referve, and a fcilraint arifing from fome 
very particular circumftances, he baffled 
our penetration. Would you think it ? He 
is.gencrous, impetuous, and Angularly acute 
in all his feelings. His delicacy is extreme :• 
and he has as nice and jealous a fenfe of 
honour as any Spaniard whatever, 

. I once more cordially thank you for your 

laft kind letter, which, by the bye, does not 

' fatisfy 
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fatisfy tnt as to what you are about, and 
vrbcthtr you think to remain in Ireland. 
I <:onfefs mjrfelf furprifed at your ftaying 
there fo long* Mr. G. begs to be cor- 
dially remembered to you. Offer my af- 
jfeftiooate rcfpefts to your go:>i mother, 
iU)d believe me moft kindly, moil truly. 

Yours. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO MISS EWINGj LEITH. 

Laggan, Augnft 14, 1779. 
V?^ MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I OBSERVE, with (hame and concem^ 
that I am fo for fallen behind, that it is ne- 
ceflary for me, in the mercantile way, to 
acknowledge '^ your feveral favours duly 
received," viz. two from Edinbiirgh and one 
from Glafgow; befides one whkh limdis 
on the way, and daily (eagerly i afiure you) 
expe<%ed. 

You 
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You fee where I atn by the date of this. 
it is a moath Jince I came, accompanied by 
my fether and the awful maa who tied Jiie 
&tal knot. Chriftina, our old aflfociate on 
Drimcfi DuiCy was alfo there. They faid 
^hey came to fee whether " the faid knot lat 
4^afy oa the bound,"&c. So thcle good folks 
departed* after affifting us to receive forac 
ceremonious yifitors, and left us to our- 
felves. Now it is time you Ihould know 
who ourselves ^rc. Know, then, that Mr. 
G.'s mother was in the boufe with him; 
remember, I have notified this in form, and 
expert additional congratulations on that 
account, for I fliould have been loft and 
bewildered on my entrance on fuch a new 
fcehe, as the government of more than half a 
dozen country fervants, and the complicati d 
oeconomy of a farm,without fuch a monitrefs. 
You will not wonder that I am already very 
fond of my mother-in4aw, when I tell you 
ihe is juft ^hat our dear Harriet will be 
thirty years hence, in mind and manner, 
and an cxpreffion in the faded beauty of her 
countenance that one might be tempted to 
call heavenly : fuch eyes you never faw, in 

a head 
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a head that one may call a fine antique. It 
would fatigue you to defcribe the gauntlet 
we ran of vifitation and re-vifitation 5 though 
it might give room for a further difplay of 
my piclurefque manner of conveying cha- 
rafters to you by comparifon and anology, 
I cannot as yet enlarge. My neighbours^ 
the wild braes of Badenoc confidered, are 
more than tolerable ; fome of them rife to 
agreeable, and fome foar up to very agree- 
able. This accounts for much of my time. 
The weather too has been fo very fine, 
the lord of the cottage is fo fond of walk* 
ing, and I am fo fond of accompanying 
him through the plcafanteft of all njeadows 
which furround us, that much time is wafted 
in that way ; then there are the cares of a 
fkmiiy^ of which family I am hitherto very 
carelefs, but care will come too foon 5 then 
the early mornings are no longer mine, 
becaufe, alas ! I am no longer my own. 
Yet you fhall always find rac moft afire** 

tionately 

Yours. 
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LETTER XIV. 
TO MISS JEWING, GLASGOW. ^ ' 

Laggan> July 1781. 

MY BEAR FRIEND, 

Ever pleafing and acceptable as your 
kind, kind letters arc to me, your laft was 
<ioubly fo, arriving as it did xnpft opporr 
tunely, " To cheer the heavy hours obfcured 
by pain,'* and fuggefting the comforting 
idea of your being not only in health but in 
bttttr fpirits than I have known you for 
fome time paft, 

I am tired of quaint devices, and quite 
of your mind as* to diat of your ring. It 
Aews die utmoft humility, in the firft place ; 
and I am fo far from thinking with Jane, 
that it betrays a paverty of invention, that % 
am charmed with its fimplicity. A pretty 
fanciful motto might apply to any body, but 
A. G. thatfignificant cypher, is I myfelf. If 
and the laurel wreath inclofing it, may mean 
the perpetual verdure of friendlhip, or my 

VOL, II. E invincible 
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invincible courage when I ufcd to protcft 
you from thofe cows whofe armed fore- 
heads ufed to fill you with fuch tender fears, 
pretty coward that you are- Were this 
memorial cmbellifhed with fuch fine fen^ 
tences as you and I could eafily make or 
fteal, vanity and fricndfhip might have 
equal claims 5 but now 'tis an unequivcjcal 
offerirtg to the fweet focial power that has 
fniiled fo long upon w. I am glad the 
faftiion of defpifing things, common and 
ea6ly Attained, - is fo prevalent ; infidelity 
and licehtioufnefs will foon lofc the charmjs 
of novelty and fingularity, they will be fo 
^dpicably common ; ahd religion and com- 
mon fenfe will add luftre to their own 
weight, and be fought after] as refpedable 
ibdditics at Icaft, 

' i enjoy, in your delcription, the entcr^- 
teirlment you received on the bank of 
Carron's founding ftream, where Ofcar, 
king of fpears, rofe bright in arms to curb 
the King of the world, and niade the Roman 
£agies ftoop before the race of Moryen* 
Time has been when the *^ light of my 
Ibul arofc'* at the name of this yx>u^g hero, 

fo 
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fo long deplored by Malvina ; fo mourned 
by the fweet voice of Cona. 

Receive your pacquet, all but the poetry; 
thefe, being copies, and you poflefled of 
die originals, I keep till you reclaim them. 
I am charmed with the freedom, cafe, 
and gaiety, which reigned in your little fo- 
ciety at Arran, and which has not pafled 
uncelebrated, or unfung. The Laureat of 
iVrran feems to wear his bays with becom- 
ing careleflhefs, and rather to laugh at 
than value himfelf for having them* 
He certainly poflefles original genius, and 
a vein of humour not extremely refined, 
but genuine, eafy and Fergufonial. He 
has made Jiis dog very eloquent, and, like 
another talking animal of old renown, he 
reproves the madnefs of his matter with 
juftice and fc verity. 

How could it enter into that adamantine 
heart of yours to keep me fo long in luA 
penfe about a matter that concerns me fo 
much to know ? As for lovers, they are 
a generation born to be teafedj but me you 
(hall teafe no longer. Have you no com- 
paflion on the fatigues of my imagination, 

E 2 drawing 
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drawing numberlcfs piftures of my friend 
that is to be ? On pain of my dilpleafure, 
let his name, age, and complexion, be imme- 
diately forth-coming ; *' let me not burft m 
ignorance, but tell mc:" I willnotwhifpcr 
it to the rufhes. In hopes of your Ipeedy 
compliance, 

I remain yours as you demean yourfcl£ 



LETTER XV. 

TOMISSEWING, GLASGOW^ 

Fort Auguftus, Nov 6, 178a. 
MY DEAR FRIENDj ' * 

From this " region of filence and fhade,** 
I thought to have written at length and at 
leifure ; but leifure fo often flighted 1 now 
vainly foKcit. I have been fo engrofled by 
vifitors, and engaged with preparing, for 
the loom, the purple and fine linen whfch 
my maids have been fpinning in the Glens 

aU 
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all fummer, that I have not fo much as wan- 
dered on the Loch fide, or lounged in the 
garden fince I came here. This laft is now 
withered, but to my fancy it was fo a month 
ago- I look at it as I fuppofe divorced people 
do at each other, when alitde lurking love 
remains, I muft forfake it, and all I love 
here, before nature oppofes her irremediable 
bar. You will think I am talking very 
Iblemnly about travelling the twenty-five 
miles between here and Laggan ; for I do 
not know that ever I told you howpeculiarly 
we are fituated with regard to each other. 
This difl:rift is divided from ours by an 
immenfe mountain called Corryarrick. 
That barrier is impaflTable in the depth of 
winter, as the top of it is above the region 
of clouds; and the fudden defccnt on the 
other fide peculiarly dangerous, notonly from 
deep fnows concealing the unbeaten track of 
the road, but from whirlwinds and eddies 
that drive the fnow into heaps ; befides an- 
evil fpirit which die country people de- 
voudy believe to have dwelt there time out 
of mind. 

I was rather urgent in requefting permit- 

E 3 fion 
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fion to make this rifit> becaufe my little 
daughter is here^ who loves me and fmik» 
on me irrefifViUy^ and whom I muft needs 
leave as a fubfticute for myfelf; and then I 
refblved to enjery the lad fading gleams of 
Autumn here^ and embrace my dearpartnts^ 
before I ihould be feparated from them dl 
winter by this dreadful barrier. The fociety 
is varied by fomc new charadlers j not mili- 
tary ones, but juft fuch harmlefe, good- 
humoured people as one takes pleafure ia 
pieafing, and leaves without a pang. My 
mate has chofcn this time to vifit his. 
Strathfpey friends. I am beginmng to be 
on the fpur homeward; fnow is now begin- 
ning to fall ', but though I Ihould " ride on 
clouds and ikies/' I muft get home imme^ 

dlately.. ^. 

Now I will give you a (ketch of our fitu- 
ation, and you will fay 'tis time. After crof^ 
fing this awful mountain, we travel eaftward 
through twelve miles of bleak inhofpitable 
country, inhabited only by moor-fowl, and 
adorned with here and there a booth, erefted 
for a temporary fhelter to fhepherds, wha 
pafs the fummer with their flocks in diefe 

lonely 
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lonely regions* On kavitig this wafte, jrouf 
enter a vale fix miles in length, and half a 
mile broad^ which ^ants nothing but wood 
to be beautiful ; it has indeed ibmc copfcs, 
or what the Scottifh bards call Ihaws. This 
vale confifts entirely of rich meadow and 
arabJc lands, and has the clear and rapid 
Spey running through the middle of it; 
About the centre of this vale, at the foot of 
a mountain which fcreens it from the nortb 
wind. Hands our humble dwellings juft 
fuch a cottage as that at Greenlaw, only 
higher, admitting of attic chambers for you 
to repofe in^ 

You will wonder we have not the good 
houfe to which the Pallor's office entitles 
him. That fhould be built on the glebe, and 
can be no where eife, and this glebe is a 
nook which none but a hermit would inha- 
bit. Then we are fo far from market, that, 
unlefs the ravens were commiflioned to feed 
us, we could not do without a farm -, which 
affording us every necefTary of life, we fend 
to Invernefs (only fifty miles off) for elegan- 
cies andfuperfluitiesi elegant fugar, andfu- 
perfluous tea, for inftance. The laft incum- 

£ 4 bent 
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bcntprefcrred getting this farm at an eafy rate 
and living in a cottage of his awn buildings 
to a more elegant manfion without that 
advantage j and we have made the fame fa- 
crifice of vanity to convenience. We have a 
greatcxtent of moor and hill grazing, where 
they fay we may feed fome hundreds of 
flieep, a very fuitable flock for a perfon wha 
ought to be much detached from fecular 
cares, having a fhepherd kept purpofely to 
attend them. They require even in winter 
no food or Ihelter, but what the hills afford. 
Our neighbours abound in courtefy and ci- 
vility, andmanyof them, having been abroad 
in the army, are fufHciently intelligent. I 
remember before I knew any thing about 
thefe countries, being much delighted to 
hear of the Swifs; who, they fay, after ferv- 
ing in the French army, and fharing in 
all the gaieties of Paris, retire towards the 
decline of life to their own country, and 
there immediately and with alacrity refume 
their priftine fimple and hardy manners and 
habits. But there is no amor patrice like 
that of mountaineers, every where. The 
people here fo entirely refume their ^arly 

modes 
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fmile in your chimney comer ! and, if in. 
procefs of time, feme other friendly genius, 
fhould fet me down fmiUng in the oppofite 
corner, with you and your Caro laughing in? 
the middle, and fifter Jane ind my Cara- 
Jfimpering together behind, we fhould form» 
charming groupe,. and. I fhould be as happy 
as is permitted to us in. this probatory novL- 
Ciate of being. This, perhaps, as we arc all 
drcumftanccd, is a rortiantic wifh ; but F 
have no notion of throwing cold water upon-, 
thofe glimmerings of hope which occafion^ 
ally cheer and. enliven one's gloom ieffe. 
moments. From the more extended circle 
of your connexions, and your happinefs in 
being the centring point of that circle,, 'tisal- 
together impoffible that youfeel my abfence 
as I do yours. But I know you will have 
influence enough to bring your beloved he re^ 
and that will be a fecond fpringof the affec- 
tions, and we fhall then all know and love 
each other. This I feel certain of With, 
you it refts to realize this cordial prefenti- 
mcnt. Sure, people that can go through 
this cold world, unloving and unloved, da 

not feel its forrows as 1 4^^ or they would 

fink 
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fink under them. You inquire if I left 
Mary at Fort Auguftus ; I durft not do 
etherwife, fhc is fo firmly cftablilhccl in the 
afFcftions of the good ^Id people, that it 
Would be a breach of the peace to deprive 
them of her. This does not pleafe her fa- 
ther, who is afraid of his dear daughter being 
l|>oiled, but, in faft, very unwilling to part 
with her, though he afFefts to be tx>o manly 
to be fond of an infant y but he wants a pre-- 
tence to lament her abfence without defcend* 
ing from his dignity. For my own part, I 
honellly confefs, that my heart ached at 
parting with her. J would not wilh thefe 
human flowers to breathe their firft fragancc^ 
©n any breaft but my own. 



M0- m m 4^^ 



I am forry to hear that the Naiacfe of my' 
native Clyde have paid youfuch an abrupt 
vifit. The more fubftantial watei^ nymphs 
who inhabit the Iquare temple of purity in 
the green could not be ruder. You dwellers^ 
m the Stockwell and Fridge-gate muft be- 
an iniquitous generation to be fo inundated. 
We have> [nfttwithftanding our primitive 

x^ 6 Biiioceacc: 
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innocence and rural fimplicity, met with a 
ftilL feverer fhock, having had, for two 
months paft, a winter as rigorous and ter- 
rible as thofc of the honeft Laplanders, 
who, as the fweet finger of Tiviot Dale tells 
us, " love their mountains and enjoy their, 
ftorms.'* I could have done fo too, while 
they only afforded us a tremendous amufe- 
ment, but now that our poor flieep are pe- 
rifliing in fcores under the wreaths, I fee ic 
in a very different light. You will be very 
forry to hear that our lofs in this article has 
been confidcrable. 

Now be correft, diligent, lively and com- 
municative ; in thort, be a peerlefs corre- 
ipondent, for you are the link that holds 
me to Clydefdale; and if you break — But 
you never can, becaufe you arc the faith- 
ful friend of 

Your ever affeftionate^ 
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LETTER XVII. 



TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

Janaary 2, 1785*' 

When I fit down td write to you, after 
this too long interval, and begin to tafte the 
pleafure of reviving in this manner the de- 
lightful eafe and tendernefs of our paft m- 
tercourfe, my heart glows at the recollec- 
tion, and I am furprifed at myfelf for al- 
lowing fo long a time to elapfe, without in- 
dulging myfelf in fo pure a fatisfaftionir 
But, when my crowd of worldly cares ru(h 
in to interrupt this delightful reverie, the 
fervours of friendlhip, like thofe of a fub- 
limer kind, are drowned in the clamours of 
the world I never experienced fo much of 
this tirefome turmoil, as fince I wrote to 
you laft. But before I proceed to my wonted 
egotifm, let me acknowledge your kind 
letter, which, after lying inflate two months 
at Perth, reached me when I too was lying 
in ftate j of which more hereafter. 

I rejoice 
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I rejoice to heap th^ you are become* 

** The joyful mother of a hopeful fon." 

How thankful (hoidd you be to Providence,, 
which has enabled you to fulfil the firft duty 
of that fond relation \ I am fure you wilt 
pity me, who, though earneftly defirous^ 
and in fome refpedls well qjualified, am not: 
permitted to nurfe ; the wife people about 
me being of opinion that it would endanger- 
ttiy fmall ftock of health at this feafon* 



*' He that's convinc'd agaitift hb will>. 
Is of the fame opinion ftillJ 



»»• 



2 ftiall have cndlefs rcmorfe, if any things 
happens. My moriier was kind enough to^ 
rifle a winter journey over Corpyanick,. and^ 
it is byhcp advice that Mifs is fent to grals*- 
I am anxious to hear more particular ac- 
counts of youngs maftcr. Whom: do the 
wife people fay he rcfembles ? lam fure 
they have difcovcrcd him to be cither ftis^ 
father's pidure,. or his mother's image, for 
thefe are the invariable phrafes.—- 1 am truly 
obliged to Jane for her letter. 'Tis- great 
charity in you and her to write on^ without 
minding my fufpenfions. You know I long:: 

aga 
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2^0 remarked to you, that people get no^ 
extraordinary giftSy without having fouac" 
extraordinary occafion for the exertion of 
them y fo it is with the fpirit and fortitude 
of your left-handed hero, who it feems has- 
had thefe heroic qualities not a little exer- 
cifed. He feems to be a perfedt Ulyfles ift. 
his woes, his wanderings, and his perils. I 
hope the conclufion of them will be equally 
fuccefsful ^ that he will.efcape the fury of 
the American LaBft:rigoncs,.and enticements^ 
of the Weft Indian Lotophagi; and that 
fome fond and faithful Penelope* will foothe 
and reward ftim after all thefe fcencs of 
danger and diftrefs are over.— I fend you ^ 
great, comprehenfive bencdiftion, including^ 
your brother and my dear Haniet; Majr 
every return of this feafon of goodwiihes>. 
bring health and felicity to you and youir 
Gloved ! fo prays, fo wifhes^ 
' Your own, &x^ 
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LETTER XVlIf.- 



TO MRS SMITH. 

Laggan, Auguft 7, 1 7S4. 
MY DEAR^ FRIEND ! 

• 1 HOPE this will find you fafely arrived in 
town with yc^r mate, and relieved from all 
apprehenfions about the son of your love. 1 
have no doubt but your dear little fufferer 
has gone through much diftrefs ^ but your 
timidity of temper makes me hope you have 
in fancy aggravated the danger. — I rejoice 
to think you are fo partial to all my dear re- 
treats, to Spey, Corryarrick, and, above all, 
to the lord of the cottage. I Ihould not have 
died in peace unlefs you had fcen and liked 
us all. I am quite gratified to think how 
much you pleafe hivi. Nature, delicacy, 
and gentlenefs is all in all to him. He re- 
volts at every fhadow of afieftation, and 
deteds pretenfions with a glance. I dare 
fay in his whole lifetime^ he never faid ^ 
word, the intention of which >yas to bias any 

one 
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one in his favour. You muft like him as he 
is, or not like him at all ; but I was furc 
you would and muft like him. Never were 
two unpretending beings more congenial 
in their manner of thinking. He was ex- 
tremely partial to your letters, before he 
faw you. You and he too have this in com- 
mon, that you both appear tomoft advan- 
tage on paper, where your diffidence docs- 
not ftand in your way. He admires my 
application of CoUins's Addrefs to Simpli- 
city to you, and fays you really are,, 

" By nature taught. 
To breathe her genuine thought 
In language warmly pure and fweetly flrong." 

Now the leaft thing you can do in return for all 
this, is to tell me how your beloved likes mcy 
and the cottage, and fo forth. What an in- 
grate he muft be, if not partial to the wife 
of one who loves his wife fo well, efpecially 
when the lady in queftipn is fo well difpofed 
towards him. My dear, we ought, as Caius 
fays of Dr. Evans in the play, " to pray our 
pibles well," that matters happened as they 
didi nurfmgour delicacy and our affedlioa 
as we did, in tender friendfliip and voluntary, 

retirement> 
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retirement, cultivating our taftc to a degree 
which circumftances might have rendered 
very inconvenient, we fhould have been 
wretched caitiffs, had men fallen to our loty 
filch as the generality of our friends are very 
well farisfied with. For my own part, I 
could never have endured groflhefs, or in- 
difference, or twenty things I fee better 
people put up with, who do notfeemto think 
there is the fmallefl occafion for common 
taf^es and inclinations. In fuch a cafe, I 
think, ^^ I would never tell my hate ; ' ' but, I 
dare fay, concealment would, like an envious 
worm J " feed on my meagre cheek." Alas ! 
how I play with a fubjeft that Ihould touch 
us both very nearly, when we think of her 
who has full as much feeling and delicacy as 
any of us, who always fuffers, and never 
l:omplains I With her difpoficioi>(he would 
have been too happy, had fhe met, like us,, 
with gentlenefs,. attention, and indiVlgence, 

" Turn, hopelcfs thought, turn from her.'* 

Your other ktter is come, ajad I am fo* 
pleafed F I began to fret and wonder, and. 
my very Caro, who hates impatience, began^ 
fo look folemn and fignificant, and wonder if 

yous 
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you were well. Thefe poft-horfcs arc brutes 
void of all finer feelings ; and, fo far from 
improving by the literary commerce they arc 
the means of carrying on^ they feem infenli- 
ble of the loads of information, confolation, 
and ratiocination they carry on their backs^ 
and will not budge a foot faftcr to relieve 
even the impatience of lovers. For inftance,. 
'your letter was full fixteen days on the way.- 
I am fure you will be glad to hear that wc 
have a delightful profpcft rf a fine harveft f 
flax in abundance, potatoes, your favourites, 
in fuperabundance, and ** the breezes wave 
the ripening corn" in profiife kixuriance ^ 
but then you will be forry again to hear, that 
for a few days paft, all this fair promife or 
plenty was like to be drenched in fioods of 
rain, and overwhelmed with the fwelling of 
Spey. However, you muft be glad again ta 
hear that this is only the equinoftial ftorm,. 
and that we ftill hope for good weather ta 
enable us to rejoice in the bleffings of Pro-- 
vidence. Mr, G. joins in afFeftionate good 
wifhes to your lord j I have no room or time 
for other remembrances j. but, while I caiii 
thinks I fhaU be faithfully yours.. 
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TO MRS. SMITH. 



^aggan, Augull 18, 1785. 
WfV DEAR FRII:ND, 

Your kind letter, and the little volun- 
teer that came with Jenny's, gave me more 
pleafure than you can imagine, confidering 
what a variety of pains and pleafures en- 
grofs, agitate, and divide me by turns. Be- 
fore I enter on the fubj^db of yours, I mutt 
tell you how we went to Fort George, in. 
the little machine, and took Catharine with 
us, who was not alarmed, as on a former 
occafion wheayou were with us, but, on the 
contrary, feemed highly delighted with the 
journey, and all its accompaniments. The 
journey, by the bye, was a very pleafant 
one, being a continued feries of vifits, as 
the road pafled the houfes of our connec- 
tions and friends all the way. The fcene of 
the meeting between the two fifters was 
more pathetic, and lefs ludicrous, than the 
one you witneffed formerly. Their mutual 
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joy and afFeftion was really edifying. The 
tcldeft has made great, improvements ; fo 
•great that it would be no wonder if, like 
other little prodigies, fhc fhould difappoint 
all expeftation. There is a lady, whom I 
.heard lately fpeak on the fubjeft, who is fo 
jmpreffed with the idea of premature chil- 
rdren'sdifappointinghope, that fhe told me, 
with great tartnefs, (he never ViktAprogidys^ 
:and was very glad there were no progidys in 
their family .^—Fort George is a gay and 
polite place j the fociety well bred and agree- 
able, and the neighbourhood populous and 
•pleafant. I made a fhort excurfion to Rofs- 
ihire, faw the pretty little town of Fortrofe, 
and the coaft of that fine country, thickly 
iplanted with gentlemen's feats, being the 
Tcfidence of the powerful clans of Rofs and 

Mackenzie ---^ 

So, after fpending three weeks Ytry agree- 
ably at the Fort, we fet out very early, be- 
fore the bairns rofe, to avoid the ftruggle of 
parting i becaufe both their hearts were fet 
on coming home with us, and we had fet- 
tled to leaveCatherine there, for her improve- 
ment in the elegancies of the Englilh tongue. 

I do 
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I do not fpeak of conquering our Scotch, 
dH'4S Doric, dialed!:, the fweet fimpHcity of 
which I think pleafuig in a child ; but you 
are to know, that I mal<jc a point of making 
my mountain nymphs fpeak the language of 
l:he mountains in the firft place. I am all 
anti-Pinkcrton, and delight in the Celtic. 
You cannot think what a fource of pleafurc 
my little acquaintance with that emphatic 
and original language has afforded me. I 
am determined my children (hall all drink 
^^ from the pure wells of Celtic undefiled.** 
They (hall tafte the animated and energetic 
<:dnverfation of the natives ; and an early 
acquaintance with the poetry of nature fhali 
guaxd them againft falfe tafte and afFefta- 
tion. I never defirc to hear an Englifh 
word out of their mouths till they are four 
or five years old. How I fhould delight in 

.4 

grafting elegant fentiments and juft notions 
on fimple manners and primitive ideas ! This 
is juft the forte piano charafter that we 
always wifh for, and feldom meet. How, 
indeed, Ihould we ? People, whofc circum- 
ftanccs confine them to breed their children 
at home, are fo apt to have them fpoird 

for 
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for want of culture, and by vulgar aflbciation. 
Then, if they fend them to the coramoa 
feminaric5, there are fo many of them to- 
gether, fpoiling each other with trifling con*- 
verfation ; and the love of vanity and drcft 
rages like a contagion s their manners, nay, 
their very ideas, are fo artificial, that their 
minds and manners wear a tirefome uoiform* 
Now, I am going to make an experiment 
on my mountain nymphs.. If it fails, your 
laughing at me will be only the fmalleft 
part of my mortification. Know, then, that 
I propofe, in the firft place, to attend, above 
all things, to the culture of the heart: and^at 
leifure, and in due time, to the underftand-r 
jng J and, having fecured thefe main points^ 
to let the manners, in a great meafure, fhift 
for themfelves. I pre-fuppoic a tolerable 
good difpofitio.n, and fomc degree of fen-r 
fibilityi and, taking thefe for granted, I 
cannot eafily believe that an unpolluted 
mind, unaccuftomed to fear from without, 
or reproach from within, bred in the centre 
of kindnefs and confidence, and having all 
its beft afFcdions conftandy exercifed, I 
cannot, I fay, fuppofe any other than foft 

and 
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and artlefs manners to flow fpontaneoufly^ 
from fuch a mind, fo formed, and fo cir- 
-cumfl:anccd ;»cfpccially, when unaccuftomed 
to vulgar language, and, what is far more 
degrading, vulgar fcntiments, which! have 
Jieardvconveyed in very good language from 
very pretty mouths. Even the ftrong 
temptation of wandering in my favourite 
path can fcarce excufc this long fcamper. 
So we fet out, as I told you, and, after pro- 
ceeding five or fix miles, fpent the reft of 
the morning in furveying the antiquities of 
Calder Cattle, a venerable and gloomy cdi- 
lice of grey renown ; for rfiis is the Cawdor 
of Macbeth, and it was a few miles to the 
fouth of it, that the witches anticipated his 
titles. I fancy their hagfhips refided here- 
abouts 5 at any rate, I am fure the demon 
of black-defpairing melancholy dwells in 
Tome of thofe caverns that echo the roar of 
Calder water. The houfe has no other 
inhabitant at prefent than an old Sybil, who 
lives in the cellar, and fome legions of 
rooks and daws in the lofty towers, l^at 
add ftrength and horror to this antique 
dwelling. You enter over a very narrow 

drawbridge 
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drawbridge, laid acrofs adccp chaftn. We 
faw fome good paintings, and tapeftry 
frightfully fine i for Pharaoh was there 
driving fo furioufly after the Ifraelites, and 
the Red Sea rufliing fo fiercely upoh 
Pharaoh, that you ftarted back inftin£tively> 
not knowing which to fear moft. SmaU 
gothic " windows, that admit no light, and 
paffages that; lead to nothing,'' or, at moftt 
to a fmall dark room with a thick heavy 
door, ftrcngthened with iron; tbcfc, an4 
refounding duiky halls> and narrow winding 
ftaircafes, give no very high idea of the en» 
joy men ts of the virtuous and (lately dames> 
who wrought upeftry here in the d^ys of 
feudal grandeur, andperpetualhoftility. You 
are (hewn, in very high tower, the felf-famc 
bed in which Duncan, of pious memory, was 
murdered by Macbeth. It was brought from 
Invernefs, on the demolition of the caftle 
there. The fa6t of Duncan's being killed in it 
is h^rd to eftablifli j but the bed is certainly 
unique in itfelf, and very unlike the beds of 
thcfe degenerate days. It is, in the firft 
place, very large, and cxadly fi:juare ; it is 
magnificent in its Qwn way, yet is evident 
VOL. XI. F that 
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that curtains were an unknown luxury when 
It was framed ^ the wooden canopy which 
forms the roof is furrounded by a moulding 
or cornice two feet deep at leaft, of wood 
cxquifitely carved in flowers, with manj 
imitations of palm and pine branches, and 
good ftore of thiftles. Round the frame of 
the bed, or bedftcad, which is very low, 
though the canopy be lofty, is another 
moulding fcemingly formed to prevent the 
pof&bility of his majcfty's tumbling out. 
This, too, is richly carved ; fo are the poftsi, 
and certain raifed ornaments, not inelegantly 
reprefenting branches at the corners. Ip 
ihort, the .cxpence of carving this bed, if 
the artift's recompence was adequate to his 
labour and ingenuity, might purchafe the 
moft coftly curtains^. From the battlements 
of the caftlc you fee, in the back ground, a 
thick foreft, old beyond hiftory or memory, 
and folemn beyond imagination. Tre- 
mendous rugged rocks appear emerging 
from the wood ; on one fide you fee the chafm 
and drawbridge aforefaid j on the other, the 
river Calder, dark in its colour, and devious 
in its courfe, howling, groaning, and boiling 

through 
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through a rocky channel, worn into many 
difmal pits and cauldrons : at tt^c foot of 
that rock on which the houfe ft^ds, 'tis 
tfo deep and dark, th^t it dizzies one to look 
down frpm the tower. In (hprt the gloomy 
pools below, and pendant branches above, 
mtghtalmoft tempt a Jo.ve-fick maiden, or 
fog-fick Englifhman, to hanging pr drown- 
ing. There is a wide view towards the fea, 
including the heath where the wekd fifters 
announced the fatal career of fuccefsful 
ambition to Macbeth, whom I always figure 
to myfelf faying, " Is thy fervant a dog, th^t 
Jie (hould do this thing." After lookirg 
down with complacency on the numerous 
families of ravens, whom we ufed to ioojc 
>up to ^t a great diftance, in the vaft old 
.elms that were planted, before the union at 
lateft, round this venerable pile, we quitted 
Caldcr, with an emotion of gratitude for 
being born in happier times j when high-born 
dames and barons bold are no longer forced 
to fcek fecurity from rugged manners, and 
, feudal outrage, in ^thofe terrific manfions. 
Now, after this hopeful outlet, confider 
what a fair field of dcfcriprionliesbeforcyou, 

F 2 for 
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for this is only the morning fcene ; zpd, af- 
ter pcrformingan aci of recollection on the 
moorj the whole country of Strachlpey open- 
ed upon us — Caftle Grant, the furrounding 
pleafure grounds and gardens, which arc 
very fine, though fufmountcd by rude en- 
virons^ There are numerous paintings 
there, to my great delectation. Some of 
thefe are very charaftcriftic of the amiable 
propenfity of this family, to chcrifli dhc 
inferior gentry and their humble relations, 
who " dwelt under their (hadow/* There 
is a pleafant fummer parlour, opening, widi 
a glais door, to the garden, the walls of 
which are entirely covered with the portraits 
of thofe lefler gentry around, who were 
attached, many of them, by the double tie 
of kindred and feudal fubjeftion. This 
laft was rather patriarchal fway, as they 
managed it. Never, furely, was power fo 
gently ufed, or protedtion fo gratefully ac- 
knowledged. Thofe endearing, though in- 
vifible and undefinable ties, tiiat have for 
generations held thefe people fo ftrongly to 
each other, and to their chief, produce 
united eficft^, which afford one of the meft 

pleafing 
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pieafing views of human nature that can be 
met with. The family,, luckily for you, 
were from home, but had left their effigies 
behind. Caro was quite charmed to fee with 
what reverence T beheld his kindred (hades. 
He is to-night extremely anxious about fav- 
ing my poor eyes. So it (ball (uffice, that 
the Ca(lle is a fpacious, convenient, and 
elegant manfion, where many heroes of the 
family, ^^ on animated canvafs fecm 16 
frown i'* and where every thing evinces 
an abode, where baronial pomp and hof- 
pitality ftill continue to linger, foftened by 
the milder graces of modern elegance. 
Thefc eyes I muft fave, and therefore I bid 
you heartily good night, and will begin a 
new letter to-morrow; for if once I refumc 
the reins of government, I (hall not lay 
them down for landfcape painting. Adieu ! 
my true friend. 



^3 
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LETTER XX. 

TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

4 

* Laggan, Aaguft 19, 178 5". 

Again I refume, and 1 infift on being 
allowed fome merir in refuming, when the 
meadows glittering with dew, the afcending 
larks, the frelh flowers, and the curling 
mills that climb the oppofite mountain, all 
invite me out to enjoy the fweeteft hour of 
day, the foft Ihadowy twilight excepted. 
You know not hpw fweet and facred the 
hour is -that I devote to you. T o return 
to Strathfpey. We fpent two days with 2^ 
relation of Mr, G's, and on Sunday went 
to hear my old friend's lord preach. After 
fermon, we wertt in, and with difficulty 
cfcaped their kind compulfton, for we were 
engaged. She* becomes the holy (late very 
well ; fecmed compofed and cheerful, do- 
mefticated, and in a fair way of being ruf- 

• Beatrice, to whom an cpiftle is addrefTcd in 

the author's poetical volume, and who is married 

to a clergyman in Strathfpey. 

iicated. 
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ticated. Strathfpcy is quite a civilized 
country, compared to this, and has a good 
neat village in it^ where the father of the 
diftridl has been cherilhing fomc exotic 
nianufa<5lures, which do not feem to find the 
foil congenial. In faft, a Highlander never 
fits at eafe at a loom j 'tis like putting a 
deer in the plough. We made a circuit of 
two days more, and then came home, and 
found all well and happy. I am glad to 
hear fach good accounts of John Beverly, 
who, I truft, will do credit to my recommen- 
dation. He appears a well-dilpofed boy, 
ilrongly marked with the trueEnglifti charac- 
ter of fincerity, integrity, and plain found 

fcnfe. So much for 

this fubjed:. Rochefoucault fays, very ill- 
naturedly that people «ilways find confola- 
tion very eafily for the misfortunes of their 
friends. Painful experience aflurcs me of 
the contrary. My very fpirit is wounded 
by my dear Harriet's accumulated forrows ; 
and rcflcdion, infteadoffoothing, aggravate 
my afflidlion. When I think over all our 
early friendfhip, animated by the ardour na* 
tural to that innocent age, on her fide fo pure 
• F 4 . and 
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and genuine ,• when I think on all her truth,, 
her gcnticnefs and meeknefs, and the dig- 
nity and delicacy that were intoitivc (for of 
whom Ihould (he learn them ? ) My dear foul,. 
you never knew her fo well as I did. The 
powers of her undcrftanding, and the graces 
of her mind, never met with the funfhine 
of encouragement* At the very time whea 
they were expanding, we know how fhc was 
fecludcd from improvement, and crulhed bjr 
arbitrary harfhnefs. What a moderate de- 
gree of profperity would have been hai^pi- 
nefs to a fpirit fo regulated and fo tranquil F 
bur, alas ! to fink under the cold hand of 
poverty, and have fo many innocent fnfferers. 
looking up to her, (I greatly fear, too, that 
he who ihould fiippof t and comfort her is by 
no means what we would wi(h him to hc^. 
we know not even what to fay to her. Sy m - 
pathy, fo fweet, fo foothing, in other calcs^. 
avails not here. For to a perfoa who has^ 
fo much delicate pride, whea one cannot 
alleviate pecuniary diftrefs, 'tis infulting to 
mention it. What (hall we, what can we,, 
dofor our friend ? — Remember us with much 
cfteem to your beloved. Accept the kindeft 

wiihes 
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wifhcs towards you and yours from Char- 
lotte. What a tide of informatioa you mult 
pour in upon mc, in return for this defcrip- 
tive effort in folio. Be confcientious, and 
then you will not be concife. Adieu ! 



LETTER XXL 

t^O MISS JANE EWINO, AT GLASGOW*- 

I^ggaiz^ March i> 1786. 

MV DEAR JANE, 

'^I HOPE this will find you lafely returned 
from England, much improved by your tra- 
vels, and foreplenifhed with candour and 
goodnature, that you will excuie my fending 
this by tht poft j which, I proteft, proceeds 
from no hoflile defign againft your purfej^ 
nor from any vain conceit that you will have 
here the value of yourfixpence^ but S> re« 
lieve me from a weight of perplexity and 
eoncern that I can iupport no longer. But 
in cafe there ihould have been miftakes^ o£" 
mifapprchenfions, lihallgive you a^' dear 

F 5: ' JCtKK 
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rctrofpcftivc view of the whole ftate of our 
correfpondcnce fincc Mr. G. brought me 
your May letter. Now, n\y dear, I think, 
no fcruple can remain 5 and I beg of ]^oo, by- 
all that is dear and friendly, to fend me, by 
the very next poft, fixpenny worth of your 
own charafteriftic truth and intelligence. 

New objefts, new pleafures, and new at* 
tachments obtrude themfelves fo frequently, 
from the very nature of the gay fhifcingfccne 
around you, that 'tis no wonder they ihoidd 
infenfibly exclude the old ones, whofe dif- 
tance, both in regard to time and place, make 
them appear remote even to your imagina- 
tion. But how different is my fituation ! 
Placed on a ferene and diftant eminence,- 
whence I view the toils and pleafures of the 
gay and bufy world with tranquil unconcern, 
I am abforbcdin the delightful contemplation 
of thofc virtues and graces, either budding 
in hope or arriving at maturity, which 
my pardal fondnefs fancies in thofe who are 
united to me by thofe tender ties which 
nature forms and fenriment rivets. Thus, 
free from the tyranny of caprice and cuftom, 
thus, difincumbcred Qf thofc hollow friend- 

ihips. 
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fhips, the ofFspring of interrefts or vanity, 
which divide the attention without fharing^ 
the heart, I have balanced and clofed up 
my books of attachment, am fcarce fo fan- 
guine as to expeft I ftiall find truth and fen- 
fibility enough to induce me to open them for 
the reception of a newobjeft; and proud and 
pleafed to think, that I have bartered away 
my afFcftiohs for fuch advantageous bargains 
of merit and real friendlhip. I havd^ now, 
like an opulent trader, retiring to my country 
houfe, placed my fortune (of friends) in the 
flocks (i. e. my heart), and it is become my 
great fpeculation, like theirs, to watch the 
rife and fall of the funds; and, to tell you 
the truth, I begin to fear having fallen much 
below par with you. — ^Pray allow me here, 

however foreignthefubjeftmayfeem to you, 
to claim your fympathy in the deep concern 
I feel for the death of my friend Chriftina 
Macpherfon. Her departure was very fud- 
den i ftie was nurfing her fecond fon, was 
attacked by a kind of fever incident tonurfes, 
(though rarely fataj), and died the fecond 
day. You can't think how I was aP- 
fcfted by her lofs, though already loft to mc 

F 6 b 
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in an unequal marriage. Her fenfc was. 
ftrong and mafculine j her fentiments juflf 
and liberal, though neither foftnor polilhedi. 
and hcraflfedionfop mey.fuch as now wrings 
my heart to remember. What a deep and 
driftnal. cjiafm is left in the imagination, when 
the mind wanders in fearch of what is torn: 
for ever from its grafp, and,, for the open, 
hearr and melting eye of fniendfhip, meets 
only- the folitary manfions of the dead! Now- 
that I am in the figurative mood> you muft. 
mdulge one moreallufion to the fybil's books,^ 
which increafed in value as they decreafcd 
in number. Ev^n thus it is with my dear re- 
maining friends j, fo you may contemplate 
ypur own importance as a volume of in- 
creafing value, — C. * goes on improving, 
amajringlyj ihe has an uncommon, memory >, 
lively and delicate feelings^ and a ftrong de- 
fine to pleafc and cxceL Her junior has 
much paftoral expreffion of coiuitenance,; 
whick in the Arcadian laoguage,, means, 
gentlenefs and innpcence. She is prudent, 
regvilar, and exadt in ail her little tranfac* 
tipus. J. L,. is a ^reat lump of generofity 

* Tiie& p^figes x«;fer to she aut]iar'9 chUdren. 

and 
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and good nature, and^ fhrewd withal : whofe 
mind, I take it, will be as open as his- 
countenance. P. has a more marked coun- 
tenance dian any of them ; his features arc 
regular, and, for a boy, delicate : he has 
much fire and alertnefs about him. He was 
very healthy, and fo quiet that it was a plea- 
fore to nurfe him 5 which pleafure, how-- 
ever, was interrupted by a fevere atteck of 
the rheumatifin. He now walks,>and fpeak* 
many words. Apologies for egotifm be- 
tween you and me are afFcAed and unne- 
ceflary. Of whom- or of what can I write 
here fb interefting to jfou as myfelf ? and: 
the fame holds from you to me*^ C^o- 
fends many, very many, and kind compli- 
ments to you all. This letter is levelled 
pardy at yoi^ and .partly at your filler i the 
very idea of her negledk is wounding. Re- 
member me with efteem to all youF bfO« 
thers> iand to your mother ;. and let me know 
by next poft, whether you think it of im-^ 
portaace that 

lam yours unaltexably.^ 
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LETTER XXIL 

TO MISS JANE EWING. 

Lag^an, J^iy 5, 1786. 
MY DEAR JANE, 

With all due gratitude I acknowledge 
your three letters, which, from a travclPd 
lady, juft arrived from England, to a rufti- 
cated highland matron, are no fmall marks 
of condcfcenfion. But you will never af^ 
fume a charafter, and have not been long 
enough from home to acquire a new one. 
The merit of your kindnefs is augmented 
by confidering what fmall returns of enter- 
tainment you have to expeA. -^ 

We here have been all in a hurry with 
public amufements for this fortnight paft. 
You will be quite at a lofs to conjefture of 
what kind they could be. Roups (fales) • 
then, are a fource of great amufement here, 
and a very expenfi ve one to the roup-makers. 
At th^ diflblution of any family, by the death 
or removal of its head^ it is cuftomary here 

to 
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to fendJetters of invitation to all the con- 
nexions, which inter-marriages have created 
to the defunft for a century pad in the 
neighbouring counties, inviting them to 
countenance the ceremony by their prefence. 
This invitation tacitly includes an expefta^ 
tion, warranted by old cuftom, that thefc al- 
lies, as they call them, will purchafe things 
rather beyond their value. The wealth of the 
family confiding in the number of their 
cattle, and their pride in the number of their 
connexions, the one come to purchafe the 
other, and both are difplayed in their full 
extent. Whether it can be well afforded or 
not, there is always a plentiful dinner, and 
very plentiful drinkonthefeoccafions, which 
the friendly greetings of fo many people, 
bound by a common tie, frank, lively, and 
not deficient in that good breeding which 
habitual kindnefs and courtefy forms, render 
no unpleafing fcene to thofe who witncfs the 
conclufion ofit. It is indeed a very joy ous one. 
Befidcs the entertainment for the fupcrior 
clafs, there is always a plentiful diftribution 
of bread and chccfe and whiiky to the pea- 
santry, whofc chcerfulncfs never exceeds the 

bounds 
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bounds of refpcft and decorum. The genC'^ 
Fal good humour diffufed by this meeting of 
numbers^ who know and like each> other, 
though they do not often mingle^ and the 
emulation of good will to the entertainers^ ge- 
Deraliy raiie thmgs to a^ great price. Though- 
you want nothing, you mud appear^ to cot!n«- 
tenance the buTmefs ; a refufal on fuch an oc*^ 
eafion would be thought as odd in thehighland 
moiidey^s it would be in the beau monde^juy 
refufe an invitation^ to ftand and be fhot at«. 
You always hear Highlanders talk of cot/ ii* 
tries ; but did I ever tell you^hat our coun* 
tries are ? not by any means parifhes^ coun- 
ties, or any fuch divifions as yoa are u&d to : 
a country here means a habitable traGk^. di- 
vided by rocks j mountains and narrow pailesy. 
from the adjacent countries, and inhabited hy 
a particular clan. Thefe^. in- places where 
only two or three miles of rocky eminence 
£bparate them> differ in looks, language^: 
and manners^ more than you can imagine 
pofliblernay, thcya&ft to diflfer ifor^ bor- 
dering clans often live in bitter and jealous. 
rivaUhip; and though individuals love^ and 
ibmetimes mairy each other>. the general 

dittikc 
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dlflikc continues. Diflfercnt clans, in their 
collcftivc capacity, form ftrid alliances with 
each other, and are cordial in their attach- 
ment ; but they ^e thofe who live at a dif- 
tance from each other, and jcannot interfere 
abouthunting, hUl-pafture, &c. The Grants* 
and Macleans, for inftance.— But «> return 
to our roups. We were not, on this occafion^^ 
prelcnted with the ufual ipe6bclcof fcftivity 
mingling with the grief c^ the widow and 
orphans.* The firft was that of a perfon wh^ 
died childlefs ; and, from the caprice of hi3 
nature, never could enjoy the gifts of fojw 
tune ; though he was, at the fame time, ^ 
man of fuch upright intentions, that we all 
acquiefced moft patiently in -his removal,, 
hoping he would find that peace in happier 
regions which eluded his grafp in this dif- 
cordant world. After picking the bones of 
our departed neighbour, we all fctout to eat 
the chieftain up alive ; for you muft know he 
is a Colonel of the Guards,, and took a fancy- 
to live oa his eftate two years ago— built 
a new houfe, and brought falhionable fur-^ 
nitu^e from London* For half a year, he 

lived 
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lived hofpitably in the abode af his fat hers; 
butwifliing to have his domaiirimprovcdand 
planted, and afpiring as every Colonel does, 
to die a General, he has let it for ten years 
to a judicious and noted improver, on con- 
dition of having it reftored with hundreds of 
dykes, thoufands of drains, and ten thoufands 
of trees upon it. Judge, then, how you will 
find the fcenery tamed and improved when 
you return. To make way for this arrange- 
ment, every article of cattle and furniture 
Was fold. The roup lafted a week. There 
were fcveral of our connexions from Strath- 
ipey there. We had a cold collation there 
every day, and as many ftrangers every 
night at our orwn houfe as it would accom- 
modate. When all this was over, we paid a 
round of vifits with the Grants, before their 

departure. Curtis was nearly blown up 

in the Casfar man of war, and is come home 
from that fcene ofwealth and corruption, with 
his mind unfpbiled and his pockets empty, 
lam told he is doing well enough in his 
original profeflion. He will be happier, but 
the world will not think fo. My coufm, whom 

you 
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you have feen, is returned from India, per^"^ 
fcftly qualified to talk of • •* 

'* Antres vaft, and dcferts wild," '* 

for he returned overland. He paflcd throiigTi' 
Syria, and was half a year in Cyprus, and' 
returned by Marfeilles. He, too, has felled" 
of enriching himfelf inthe modern Ophir f 
but I queftion whether he will bear the 
privations that obfcurity is heir to, as well- 
as the philofophic Curtis, who is to6 wife 
for ambition, and too calm to be difturbed 
by the fervors of imagination. I will write 
to your fifter from the Icifure of the Forts 
and, in the mean time, give you joy of the 
conclufion of this long tirefome letter, and 
bid you heartily, Adieu. 



St 



LETTER XX [II. 

TO MRS. SMITH. 



Fort George, July 30> 1786* 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE been long meditating a ftrokcac 
your fixpence, but ftill deferred it till I 

ihould 
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Aoul4 leave home^ and reiach- this haven 
^f tranquillity i where^ amidfl the found of 
fifes and drums^ and fmall armsj I feek that 
quiet and kifure which I look for in vain^ 
amidft the more difcordant tumults of ther 
nurjTcryi where the thorough baii of the- 
buil and the oldfow^ from withoutj^ and the' 
flirill treble accompaniment of the pig^and> 
poultry, form a completeanti-eoncert^ Not 
that I mean ta complain of the country, for,^ 
jefting apart, I never enjoyed it more than^ 
I did this paft fummer, notwith&anding the 
conftant fatiguing exertion which my fitu^ 
don demands. You^ who are the repofitory 
of all my complaints, know very well what 
a wretched invalid I was all^laft winter ^ but 
the fprbg,. the fun, and' health returning alt 
together, and that {6 mild and fweet a fpring 
as I never faw in this northern climate, you 
cannot think how fudtfenly I bcnefite4 from 
its reviving and gladdening influence. Then 
my little boy, the fineft creature "you ever' 
faw, began to run about earlier than any i 
ever had, and^ from being a trouble, became 
a pkafure and aniufement to the whole fa^ 
mily. My eldeft came down here in May, 

where 
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Aould leave home^ and reacb this haven 
^tranquillity ; where^ amidft the found of 
fifes and drums^ and fmall arais^ I feek that 
quiet and kifure which I look for in vaio^ 
amidft the more difcordant tumults of the 
Jiurfery; where the thorough bais of the 
bull and the oldfow^ from without^ and the^ 
ihrill treble accompaniment of the pigs^and- 
poultry, form a complete anti-eoncert^ Not- 
that I mean to complain of the country, for,- 
jelling apart, I never enjoyed it more thaa* 
I did this paft fummer, notwithftanding the 
conftant fatiguing exertion which my fitua- 
tion demands* You, who are the repofitoiy 
of all my complaints, know very weU wfaat- 
a wretched invalid I was alLlaft winter y but 
the fpring,, the fun, and. health retunung all- 
together, and that fo mild and fweet a fpring. 
as I never faw in this nofthem climate, you 
cannot think how fudtfenly I benefite-d from 
its reviving and gladdening influence. Then 
my little boy, the fineft creature you ever' 
faw, began to run about earlier than any. L 
ever had, and^ from being a trouble, became 
a pleafure and aniufement to the whole fa^ 
mily. My eldeft came down here in May, 

where 
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where lie is to remain, being the darling of 
his grandfather's aflSedions i {o that we havt 
jionc to difturb us but the two girls and 
little Pickie. Weh^d the warmeft, bright- 
-eft fummer imaginable ; and when the bufy 
cares of day were doae, we ufed to faunter 
every evening, by Spey, till eleven o'clock, 
through meadows literally flowery, for you 
never faw fuch a Ivxury of fwects. Thene 
too 

" Quiet watars, fofi and flow, . - . - 
Along the verdant landfcape flow.** 

It was then and there that we tafted, widi 
the higheft relifli, the true cnjpynient of 
minds deuched from the world, may I add, 
fomewhat raifed abov« it-—" In tfeat kind 
fchool, where no proud mafter reigns, the 
full free converfe of die mutual heart, im- 
proving and improved." But need I4«- 
fcribe this kindly intercourfe to you, who 
underftand it fo well, and who ]ovfC, ^s 
much as I do, to cherifh the rem^niWaooc 
of fccnes and converfations never to be 
recalled, but always to be regretted ; where 
that love of fincerity, of nature;, and of 
virtue, which chapme4 wd upited us, ex- 
panded 



THE MOUNTAINS. IT^ 

artificial luxury, which marks the age, burns 
here in full ardour. No wonder, when it 
has banilhed decorum, regularity, and de- 
cent frugality from the fober haunts of conr- 
merce, and even obtruded itfelf, with all 
its difquiets and dangers, into the more 
facred afylums of rural tranquillity, that 
this paffion triumphs here, where it has no* 
»thing to obftru6t its progrefs ; for the per- 
manent parts of the community are fo very 
idle, and fo much accuftomed to the x:om- 
pany of a fucceffive variety of military 
■beaux, who arrive with /refti cargoes of va* 
•nity and fafhionable impertinence, that the 
ladies here ar^ as great adepts in the modilh 
chit-chat, the modilli games, &c. as any of 
their fifters in Grofvenor-lquare. Add to 
xhUy an aflumed vivacity, and contimial prc- 
tejifion to wit, fupported by a mechanical 
gigglc> which every one lias equally at com- 
mand. This, no doubt, is a caricature, which 
the fplenetic turn of rcfledtion, produced by 
retirement, with a fickly habit, has aggra- 
vated. But now for the reverfe of the 
medal. Thcfe people are certainly plcafant, 
cafyi and elegant, though n^t totally free 

from 



from aflfed:ation. Then, confidering they arc 
ib entirely unoccupied, and living fo mwch 
together, *tis wonderful to obfervc the har- 
aiony that prevails, and the decorum they 
•obfervc towards each other. . Even in afe,^ 
icnce, they have upon the whole kls naar 
iignity and flander than any fnoaJl fociety I 
^ever knew or heard of. Though tiiey Jjav^ 
^0£ warmth for real and tender friendfhipj 
ytt their manners are fo far fmoothed and 
foftened by that poUtcnefs which is the ape 
.and fubftitute of benevolence, that they 
nkeep all rancour within decent bounds. In- 
deed they float down the tide of difljpation 
la quick J from one wave of amufcment to 
another, that they cannot be much in earned ' 
in their love or their anger. You will won- 
der who thefe rcfidcntsare* Theyconfift 
.of the ftafF, four invalid companies, and a 
company of artillery. Dear peaceful home ! 
where all is native and unfophifticated. This 
will make me more fcnfible of the value of 
mydDminioii there. ----- , I have at lafl: 
written toHarriet fince royarrival here. I only 
dcferredinhopcsoffendingfonaetrifles, which 
r might be fej-ficeable, - - - r YjQu.knOwfte is 

in 
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1(1 one fcnfc very proud, and fo arc all people 

of great delicacy. 

* « ♦ * * 41 # 

I never repined at my lot for want of any 
iu:jury, but the divine one, of beftowing 

where I love. - Tell her what Ihc 

will fcarce believe, fo jealous are the unfor- 
tunate, that ihe is as dear to me as ever* 
though I have not the means to convince 
her of it. — Tell me what fort of being 
Willy has chofen to divide his heart and 
loaf with.^I have a line from my fovereign 
juft now, upbraiding my delay; and charge 
ing me to meet him in his own Strathlpey. 
I will flay there fome days, having a grand 
vifit to make. Adieu. 



LETTER XXIV. 



TO MRS. SMITH, LINT-HOUSE. 

Laggan, Aug. 27, 1787. 

MV DEAR- FRIEND, 

The long Lint-houfe letter you promifed 

me is -not yet arrived. I have been for a 

VOL. II. G month 
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month ^tmy Lint-kouseyzlmFon George ; 
where being in fome nicafure difengaged 
from the perpetual hurry which always far- 
rounds me at home, I find leifure to gra/ify 
the ftrong inclination I always feel, to ^itc 
to you. Taking it for granted, that in the 
prefent cafe, you not only cxcufe but re- 
quire egotifm, I will endeavour to explain to 
you the nature of that buftle, ami perplexity 
of affairs, which I complain of fo often, and 
fo juftly. Having a great deal to do is not 
altogether the thing; that, too, abridges my 
time for amufements of this nature ; but 'tis 
having a great deal to think of, to contrive, 
and to plan out, that plagues rnc. 'Tis 
afting in a variety of charafters and capa- 
cities fcarce compatible with each other. I 
muft, after feven years experience,v confefs, 
with deep mortification, and due reverence 
for that exalted chara<S:er, that the perfon 
who would be a notable houfewife, muft be 
that individual thing only, and not mar the 
main affair by an attempt to introduce fe- 
parate and fubordinate; excellencies. She 
inulttnojt even, in anyfenfd, bea tender 
wife, or attentive mother. She muft- no 

walk 
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tvalk about with her hufband^ or be his even- 
ing companion in converfation or other 
amufentcntsj (he mufl: not fpend her time 
in inftrufting her children, nor attend to the 
formingof their minds : their food, clothing, 
and health is all fhe muft attend to. You 
Lowlanders have no idea of the compli- 
<:atcd' nature of Highland farming, and of 
the odd cuftoms which prevail here. For- 
merly, fronfi the wild and warlike nature of 
the men,^hd their haughty indolence, they 
thought no rural employment compatible 
with theirdlgnity, unlefs, indeed, the plough. 
Fighting, hunting, lounging in the llin, 
mufic, ^nd poetry, were their occupations j 
for the latter, though you would not think 
it, their language is admirably adapted. 
This naturally extended the women's pro- 
vince both of l^our and management. The 
care of the cattle was peculiarly theirs. 
Changing their refidence fo often as they did 
\h fummer, from one bothy or glen to ano- 
ther, g^« a romantic peculiarity totheir turn 
of thought and language. Their manner of 
life, in faft, wanted nothing but the Ihades 
of palm, the olives, the vines, and the fcr- 

c 2 vid 
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vid fun of the Eaft, to refemhle the patri- 
archal one. Yet, as they muft carry their 
beds, food, and utenfils, the houfewife, who 
furniftics and divides thefe mattefs^ has 
"^ enough to do when her (hepherd is m onp 
glen, and her dairy-maid in another with 
her milk-catde. Not to mention foa>e> of 
the children, who are marched; off uo the 
glen as a difcipline, to. inure them carfy 
to hardinefs and fimplicity of l^fe^. ^fealv 
while, his reverence, with my kitchen 
damfel and the ploughman, ^qooftit^ite ^nOr 
ther family at home, from which>fall the 
reft are flying detachments^ , occ^fionalJy 
fent out and recalled, and regularly fur- 
nilhed with provifions and forage, .. The ef- 
feft, you know, often continues when the 
caufe has ceafed ; the men are now civilized 
in comparifon to what they were, yet the cuf- 
tom of leaving the weight of every thing on 
the morehelplefs fex continues, and has pro^- 
duced this one gpod effort, that they t^t 
from this habit lefs helplefs and de:jp€njient. 
The men think they preftrve dignityrby .this 
mode of management; the women fin^la 
degree of power or confeqoence in -haying 

fuch 
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ftich an extenfivc department, which they 
would not willingly exchange for inglorious 
eafe. What thefc occupations are, you can- 
not comprehend from a general defcription ; 
but, as it is wthour to breakfaft-time, and 
I find myfel^in the humour of journalizing 
and particularizing, I fhall, between fancy 
and memory, fketch out the diary of one 
July Monday. I. mention Monday, being 
the day that all dwellers in glens come down 
for the fupplies. Item, at four o'clock, 
Donald arrives with a horfe loaded with 
butter, cheefe> and milk. The former I 
muft weigh inftantly. • He only a(ks an ad- 
ditional blanket for the children, a covering 
for himfelfi two milk tubs^ a cog, and 
another fpoon, becaufe litde Peter threw 
one of the fct in the burn ; two ftone of 
meal, a quart of fait ; two pounds of flax 
for the fpinners, for the grafs continues fo 
good that they will ftay a week longer. He 
bi'ings the intelligence of the old fow's being 
the joyful mother of a dozen pigs, and 
requefts fomething to feed her with. All 
this muft be ready in an hour j before the 
conclufion of which comes Ronald, from the 
rt.-:. 03 high 
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high bills^ where our fheep and young 
horfes are all fummer, and only defires 
mealj falt^ and women widi ihears> to clip 
the lambs, and tar to friiear them. He in- 
forms me that the black ma^^Jias a foal, a 
very fine one 5 but flie is v^ryrlow, and I 
muft inftandy fend one to bring her -to the 
meadows. Before he departs, the tenants 
who do us fervices come ; they are going 
to flay two days in the oak wood, cutting 
timber for our new byre, and mufl have a 
competent provifion of bread, chcefe, and 
ale for the time they fl»y. Then I have 
Caro's breakfafl to get, Janet's hank to reel,. 
and a bafket of clues to difpatch to the 
weaver; K — 's lefTon to hear, her famplec 
to rectify; and all muft be over before 
eleven : while his reverence, calm and re- 
gardlefs of all this buftle, wonders what 
detains me, urging me out to walk, while 
the foaring larks, the fmiling meadows, and 
opening Sowers, fecond the invitation ; and 
my imagination, if it gets a moment loofe 
from care, kindles at thefe objefts with all 
the eagernefs of youthful enthufiafm. My 
tottering conftitution, my faded form and 

multiplying 
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multiplying cares, are all forgotten, and I 
chjoy thepaufe from keen exertion, as others 
do gaiety and mirth. How happy, in my 
circumftances, is that verfatilc and fanguine 
temper, which is hoping for a rainbow in 
every cloud ; nay, fo prevalent is this dif- 
pofition, that were a fire to brea'k out in the 
offices, and burn them all down, I dare fay 
the ftrft thing that would occur to me, would 
be to confole myfelf by confidering how 
much ground would be manured by all thefe 
fine alhes. Now I will not plague you with 
thedetail of the whole day, ofwhich theabove 
is a competent fpecimcn. Yet fpare your 
pity ; for this day is fuccceded by an even- 
ing fo fweetly ferene, our walk by the river 
is fo calmly plq^fing, our lounge by the 
burnfide fo indolently eafy, our converfation 
in the long-wifned for hour of leifure fo in* 
tercfting, Qiding fo imperceptibly from grave 
to gay 5 and then our children ! Say yoir 
wi(h me more eafe and leifure, but do not- 
pity me. Pity with me is like advice with 
fome i I am readier to give than to take it. 
Adieu ! dear and tme friend. 
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LETTER XX v^. 

TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW. 

Liggan, Septv $, ijd^ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE juft had the pleafurc of your 
Ihort, and Mrs. Brown's longer letter* You 
have not been good bairns this fummer* 
Have you not the grace to confidcr this is 
my hurried feafbn ? Could I command 
time, you would be teafed with my redun- 
dancies. Indeed I have nothing to fend you 
from hence very interefting to town belles.. 
Yet what maketh us to diflPer, to ufe Mrs.. 
Hervy's appofite phrafe, if we, with our 
long-eftablifhed fricnd(hip, find no more to 
intcreft us in each other, than people inca- 
pable of that generous fentiment ? Why is 
Ipleen, or, to ufe a more fafhionable word> 
ei/z/i//, the peculiar difeafe of fine ladies and 
fine gentlemen, but becaufe they, of all 
mortals, cannot have their minds ftirred up, 
and kept in modon, by any thing but what . 

relates 
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relates to their darling felves ? Avarice and 
vanity are the paflions which, by turns, 
way and agitate them. The card- table 
exercifes the one, and a rotation of public 
places, filled, as they think, with their ad- 
mirers, the other. Languor, apathy, and 
the horrors, fill upj by turns, the difinal in- 
terval. How different is the cafe with rhofe 
whom the polite world regards with pity, as 
beings loft in oblivion, &c. &c. becaufc their 
cares and ple^fures are confined to their 
own family and particular friends 1 Yet how 
.animated, how endearing is that- circle, to 
thofe capable of tafting it with^unvitiated' 
rdilh, with genuine truth,, and warmth of 
feeling ! The eye cannot turn, without meet- 
ing with the exprcflion of reverence, fym— 
pathy, or tendernefs,. in fome countenance 
we lovc; the moft ordinary' occurrence 
excites hopes^and fears, pleafure ordifquiet, 
becaufe it muft in fome degree,. afFedli thofe 
who engrofs and animate our. wifties^^ Hay- 
making is not merely drying- grafs ; it h 
preparing a fcene of joyous employ then t 
and innocent amufement for thofe whofc 
fports recal to us our gay^ft, happreffc days. 

G 5 Plantings 
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Planting is not merely raifing Ihrubs or trees, 
fo familiar that they excite no new pleafur- 
able idea -, it Ls preparing fhelter, and ua- 
folding beauties, for thofe human bloflbmsy 
whofe dawning fwectnefs, whether real or 
imaginary, we contemplate with blamelefe 
rapture. Excufe this rhapfody. 'Tis an 
attempt at contrafting a life of what is 
thought harmiefs diflipation, with that 
peaceful privacy, where the voice of the 
heart is hcaxd, and attended to. — ^Why da 
you not telt me what kindof a wife Jenny 
makes ? whether fhe takes matron^ confc - 
quence to herfelf > who that was ill isgrowa 
better, and who that was wicked has re- 
pented ; who has begun to go to fcrmons 
on week days, and who has left off attend- 
ing them on Sundays ? We have been, by 
turns fo moral and playful that, now our 
name is up> if we fhould deal a little in 
ccnfure and tjttle-tattle, we can go on, and 
keep our credit,, pn the ftrength of pall good 
behaviour. Where is Dunlop-ftreet> and 
what fort of a houfe have you in it ? and da 
you ftill keep Watts on the Paflions befidc 
you, by way of precaution 5 and do you con- 
tinue 
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tinue your laudable attention to the xtee 
prophets, or do you not rather tell them, in 
thcfe bujy days, that, " at a more conve- 
nient fcafon, you will hear them ?*' You 
fee how prcfent, all paft mirth and forrow, 
fports and ferioufnefs, arc to me ; yet you 
will gravely talk of my negleAingyou, un- 
grateful being as you are. 

^ * * ii& ♦ * * 
Igive you thiscommiflion, to meimportant,. 
becaufe, I think, if a fuitable place could 
be found for my charge*, fhe might im- 
prove in many refpe<5ls ; and I Ihould flatter 
myfelf, that going now and then to public 
places, and aflbciating with other young 
people, wiU cheer her dejefted fpirits, and 
prevent her taking a turn too thoughtful for 
her age.. I would wifli her to pafs four or 

• The young lady here alluded to> and who is 
frequently mentioned afterwards, by the name o£ 
Charioteer was a relation of the miriifler. of Laggatt, 
in whofe family (he for many years found a home. 
She was much admired for beauty of countenancc» 
and Angular elegance, both of perfon and manners, 
in which dignity and foftnefs were happily blended; 
while in her minJ the foundeft fenfe and firmeft. 
refiitudc fapported and dire^ed each other. . 

c 6 five 
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five months in town, and return to me ia 
fummer. Adieu, in hafte, my dear friend. 
Mr. G. has learnt to think of you as I do, 
and fends his love. Difpofe of mine where 
you know it due. — Farewell again. 



LET-fER XXVI. 

TO Mrs. brown, 

(formerly Mlfs Jane Ewing.) 

Laggan^ Od^ober 10, 17SS 
MV DEAR MRS. BROWN ! 

I WILL lofe no time in thanking you for 
the very friendly and interefting part you tiakc 
in all that concerns me, of which I have a 
recent proof in your attention to poor 
Cliarlottc's concerns. If I live till the time 
of her return, next year, I hope to have 
the pleafnre of telling you in perfon, fomc* 
where or other, how affcftionate a fenfc 
retain of all your kindnefs. You feecn fo 
engrolfcd with this fame Caro of yours, 
that you appear quite unconcerned in what 

pafles 
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pafles round you, and never give a word of 
nouvelks to one who languifhes in obfcurity, 
and moreover, in total ignorance of what the 
Clydefdale world is doing ; which is all the 
world to me. If you did but know how it 
renews my youth, and awakens the light of 
viy souly to recoUeft 

** Thofe happy days, beyond recovery fled !" 

Not that the prefent are unhappy, or at all 
fo inanimate as you' may imagine. If you 
would tell what you are all about,- I would,, 
for inftance, tell you how the bard of bards, 
who reached the mouldy harp of Offiaa 
from the withered oak of Selma, and. 
awakened the fong of other times, is now 
moving, like a bright meteor, over his native 
hills 5 and while the niufic of departed 
bards awakes the joy of grief, the fpirits of 
departed warriors lean from their bright 
clouds to hear, and a thoufand lovely maids 
defcend from the hill of roes, and pour forth', 
the tears of beauty to the woes of Malvina y 
while the fair mourner of Lutha rejoices in 
the prefcnce of her love, to hear his fame 
refound once more from Albion's cliffs to the 
green vales of Erin, &c. &c, &c. The 

bard. 
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bard, as I was about to tell you, is as great 
a favourito of fortune as of fame, and has 
got more by the old harp of Offian, than 
raoft of his predeccflbrs could draw out of 
the filvcr firings of Apollo. He has bought 
three fmall eftates in this country within 
thefe two years, given a ball to the ladies^ 
and made other exhibitions of wealth and 
liberality. He now keeps a Hall at Belle- 
ville,^ his new purchafed feat, where there 
are as many fhells as were in Selraa, filled 
I doubt not, with much better liquor. - - 

I make no agology for hafle and 

inaccuracy. Tis a fine harvefl-day, and I 
write with my fon in my lap. Adieu, my 
dear friend. Accept ow^ befir wifhes for 
your chofcn, and afTure him I confider him. 
as a new an4 near connection. 

I am always much yours ^ 
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LETTER XXVII. 

TO MRS. SMITH, OLASGOVV^. 

LsLggsLTi, December 25, 1788. 
(Ink frozen by the fire.) 

Festivals I always choofe for writing to 
you, for then I am at leilurc. Doubly fo 
to-day, for my lord and fovcrcign is out, at 
a meeting of country gentlemen, and has 
left me here ftarving in fuch intenfe weather,, 
as none but ultra-Grampians have any con- 
ception of. — ^I hope Charlotte ha$ givea 
you my Dalwhinny epiftlc ; a very merito- 
rious one too, confidcring what a cold vigil 
I kept to write it. I long much to hear 
how far (he anfwers to the fketch I 
gave you of her. If I were lefs happy in 
my family, I Ihould be inconfolable for 
want of her. Even the inexhaustible fund 
of entertainment I poffefs in them, can 
fcarce alleviate my chagrin for her departure. 
She, to whofe mind early forrow had given 
early ripenefs, was unufually domeftic and 
companionable. Her having no great com- 

pafi 
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. pafs of acquired knowledge, or powers of 
imagination, was rather an advantage in our 
retirement, becaufe fhe could attend to 
common things, and be interefted in fuch 
occurrences-, as a pcrfon foaring in the 
balloon of romantic elevation could not 
defcend to. Then fhe has a very pleafing 
vein of humour,, which I would call peculiar,, 
but that it in fome degree refembles Caro's.- 
Shehasnot hisfingular vein of delicate irony, 
but rallies very likehim-j and, like him too, 
is very much awake to the ludicrous, and* 
very quick-fighted in deteding.all preten- 
fions. She is, like him too, invariably true,.. 
Jieithej' deceived nor deceiving, Sound judg- 
ment, indeed,,istheyc^77eof thefe relations. 
When I take a flight into the ideal world, it 
muft be a folitary one. People at her age 
arc generally too much engrofled with views > 
and fchemes, for that new fcene which fccms 
to open wide and boundlefs before them in 
the world, to fettle their giddy minds to that 
calm and rational enjoymentwhichtime and- 
experience teach us to value. She is al- 
ways prefent and at home, hopelefs of ad- 
miration. I was not bev/ildercd in the ufual. 

way ^ 
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way ; but, though loving as I did an occa^ 
fional excuriion beyond this cloudy region^ 
I think I too . could always claim the merit 
of fitting very quiet in the chimney comen 
Indeed I find, that tranquillity of temper i^ 
very ufeful in the lot which Providence has 
appointed for me. This is not the regioa 
of felcft focicty, yet by no means lonely^ 
One meets with people willing topleafe, not 
deficient in point of undcrftanding, and hav*^ 
ing manners fuperiorto expeftation, wbeii 
you confider every thing. I fhould, pcr*- 
haps, enjoy their fociety more, if what I 
have at home were lefs pleafing. No one 
can be more fenfiblc thau I am, of what I 
polFcfs in this refpe(5t:. Yet there is no per- 
feftion. AfFeftion, delicacy, and difcern- 
ment, may have their exceffes. As there is 
no pure happinefs in this regioa of fhadows,. 
mine is not without alloys and interrup- 
tions ; not merely fuch as are common to 
every one, but fome peculiarly my own. 

.«. And yet my advantages 

are fuch, that I fhould be v/retched without 
them ; and my drawback, fuch as I can bear 
^ without repining, and truft, in time, to con- 
quer 
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qucr without any mighty efibrt, — Alas 1 
how fadly does my rduftant heart aflent to 
your too juft obfcrvation ! This is, indeed, 
the time our children will afibrd us moft 
pleafure. Should wealth and honour be 
fcattered in their paths> fhould their merit 
attain applaufc and diftinftion from furround- 
ing multitudesy ft ill they will be weaned 
from our arms, never more to dwell ia 
them with pleafure, and depend on us for 
happinefs ; never more wiU they read their 
hopes and fears, their rewards and punilh- 
ments, in our eyes. Oh happy obfcurity ! 
that hides the future from us. Happy they> 
who are npt appointed to drain the dregs 
of life, to outlive thofe they love, or, what 
is ten times worfe, to fee them become un- 
worthy of their love I 

<* Sparc my eyes, my heart the latl."* 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XX Via 

TO MRS. BROWN. 

Laggan, March 9, 1789. 

As low as yoii rate your critical abilities^, 
they have altogether captivated and dazzled 
my good man. He defines me to keep the 
letter for my girls, to moderate the poignant 
affliclion they will fecl^ fome time hence, in 
weepbg oyer Werter. He confiders thist 
pathetic hero as a weak thoi^h amiable 
enthufiaft, and .looks upon Charlotte as 
firft coufin to a coquette. Albert is hi* 
hero. With him he fympathizcs, and for 
him he feels, more than for the lover of 
Nature and of Charlotte.. I execrate the 
plan, deteft the example, reprobate the 
reafoning, Ihudder at the cataftrophe, and 
am moft pernicioufly charmed with that vi- 
vid cdlouring, that fervid glow of fentiment> 
that energy of thought, and that fimple 
unadorned pathos,. which, without a pomp of 
founds, penetrates and melts the very fouL 
In all his ^fflidions, /I was afflifted. Yes, 

with 
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with all his agonizing horror, I faw the 
dreadful brink, faw the laft: pang of diffo- 
lution, " like a flafli of lightning, illumine 
the dark gulf of futurity j" but it was loft 
in . a moment in impenetrable obfcurity ; 
nothing remained but the lime treesr, be- 
neath whofe fhadc he wiftied to reft, and 
the filcnt grave, where 

** Pity trembles while it wcepar.*' 

Do not laugh at me for catching a fpark of 
Werter's enthufiafm^ amidftfomany cares 
and children^ Judge from thence its fatal 
cfFefts, at an earlier period of life, on 

*• Aheartoppreft with lave. and grief:" 

Its deftru6tive tendency,, in rep'refenting 
people worthy, amiable, and enlightened>, 
cherifhing deftruftive errors, Ihutting their 
eyes to vifible confcquences, and infiifting 
mifery on others as-well as themfelves, by 
the indulgence of feelings, ambiguous even 
in their dawn. Without one exertion of 
fortitude to conquer them^ without any gCr 
Rerous regard for the peace of others, with-^ 
out* indeed that difinterefted attention to 
the future peace of the perfon beloved, 
which true afFeccion Ihould produce in a 

pure 
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pure and elevated mind, thcfe felfifli 
lovers go to the precipice of deftruftion 
with the grofs and vulgar lubterfuge, that 
while tire perfon is inviolate, no rights arc 
invaded* I have fome compaffion for 
Werter, but very litde indeed for Charlotte* 
In all points of delicacy, a woman of a mind 
at once cultivated and untainted, is a natural 
judg<* Such a mind repels the idea of a 
divided afFeftion, of giving to the fond and 
faithful lover, pofleffed of her earlieft 
affeftions, what fond and faithful love will 
fpurn at with difdain, chill efteem, and 
half-hidden fentiments. Yet, this is .the 
perfon we are taught to admire, and to con- 
fider as having a flight blemifli loft in a 
blaze of excellence, and atoned for by un- 
availing remorfe. Yet, after treating thefc 
hazardous Platonics with due fe verity, I 
will tell you in a whifper, what I think the 
better tendencies of this novel : It dcpi<5ts 
nature truly, very truly indeed ; for when 
J r^ead the Ihort letter, expreffing his. rap- 
ture at the difcovery of his favourite foun* 
-tain,. Where he fays, " Fairies and genii feeih 
;to hoyerovcr^ it/' &c.I felt my early days 

renewed^ 
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renewed ; having on fuch occafions, in the 
morning of life, felt the very fame fenfa- 
tions, and gone about reftlefs with the 
defire of meeting fome one who could 
derive as much joy from as fimple caufes, 
I am fure I have loved particular fpots as 
well as fome people are capable of loving 
thofe deareft to them. There is no wonder- 
ful adventtire, no fplendid fcenes fhewn 
to dazzle and miflead the imaginaripn ; no 
fudden acceflion of wealth to make thofc 
happy, to whom heaven has allotted happi- 
nefs, with which wealth has no connexion. 
Sentiment may have flain its thoufands j 
but has not vanity flain its ten thoufands ? 
The great danger of novel reading, is a reft- 
lefs defirc to be feen and admired^ kindled 
by the furprifing adventures of the heroines, 
the wonderful events wjiich the admiration 

s 

excited by their beauty produces, and the 
fplendid deftiny which generally awaits 
them. It is this that makes young people 
fo impatient of peace and retirement, fo 
fick of the plain realities of common life. 
In Werter, there is no exaggerated defcrip- 
tion, no unnatural or inflated language, no 

gilding 



THE MOUKTAINS. 14 



^ 



gilding or glitter. You feci always at home, 
and find yourfelf among fiich people as you 
daily meets and it is (his truth of painting 
chat communicates the ftrong intereft we 
feel in the perfons^ while our judgment is in 
arms againft their condud. It is the man- 
chineel tree, whofe apples attraft us as much 
by their refemblance to the fruits of the 
fame form, as by their fuperior beauty. We 
go with the eafe of faniiliarity to repofe 
under it, though its fliadow is danger, and 
its fruit deftruftion. I have faid fo much 
of Wercer, that I fhall refer all I would 
fay of myfelf to another letter. Judge how 
our imaginations have been imp re (led, when 
I tell you, Werter has enlarged our phrafe- 
ology. Laft Oftober, the Spey very often 
inundated the valley we inhabit; the various 
weather that caufed this overflow, occafion- 
ed many of thofe nights in which the moon 
burfls out, and vanilhes by turns in total 
gloom. This partial light makes our 
mountain fcenery appear very awful, and 
the tremulous effulgence on the wide ex-* 
panfe of troubled waters heightens tht 
effed. T/hcfe we familiarly called IVcrtcr 

nights,. 
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nights* You cannot but remember the 
horrors of his nofturn^l rambles, while 
meditating the peipctration of *^ a deed 
without a naaje," — Rejoice that my critical 
quiver is emptied, and believe me your 
unchanged and unchangeable friend. 



LETTER XXIX. 

TO MRS. SMITH, GLASGOW, 

May 16, 1789. 

« Pity me, O my friend ! for the hand 
of God hath touched me j touched me to 
the very quick, and that in a manner fo 
utterly unexpefted, I feel ftill like a perfon 
ftunned by a thunder-bolt, beginning to 
pant for breath, and look about to fee what 
I have left, and to feel for what I have loft. 
I know I need not have recourfe to declama- 
tion to intereft your tendereft fympathy . You 
J^now that the dear creature, it has pleafed 
the Almighty to deprive me of, was my 
pride and my delight. The fpirit and ani- 
mation 
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mati(»iJD£ that fine <:auhteQance no one ever 
beheld without being ftruckwit* its marked 
cxpreffion j and that fair promifc of every 
human excellence which dawned through 
xvery word and aAion^ his fond parenti 
viewed with fccret exultation ! A(k Charlotte 
if I exaggerat;e, or if ever Ihe fawfuch man-^ 
lin.ef$^ generofity^ and tendemefs^ appear in 
a child. There was nothing he dreajied 
like giving me a moment's pain. O ! what 
have we loft ? But what has he efcaped by 
this early removal ! Ripening, as he wasi 
for immortality, he lived more in thefe fbur 
Ihort years than moft children do in ten» 
He walked, fpoke,^ thought and felt fooner 
than any child I ever faw or heard of. 

♦* Why wanders wretched thought abott^ his toml>, 
In infidel dilhefs ?"— 

I know the vanity of thefe fond, foolifli 
recoUeftions. I know how well it becomes 
a chriftian to render his own gifts mceklyw 
the Divine Giver, when dqmandedl This, 
and a great deal more, is often and eafily 
faid. Nay, I could fay it all myfelf, but 
nature wil) have her way. When Mary II; 
of England was on her death-bed, eadf 
VOL. u. H finifhing 
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finiiking a pious axid exemplary U& with a 
iuitable concluiion^ fhe^ having been aikcd 
if any of the various remedies flie took did 
her good^ anfwered^ that nothing did her 
good but prayer. I may fay fomething like 
this; but, alas! my efforts to feek this 
relief are, like my dear child, cold, dead, 
hiahimate I — the heart ipeaks not, moves 
hot, under the oppreflive weight. Here is 
great room for cenfure* Be it fo. It is not 
your approbation, but your fymphathy that 
I folicit. When I wrote laft I dreaded the 
meafles; John took them, but very favour- 
ably; we had not the leaft apprehenfion for 
this darling. . ;--^-^ 

« « « HH « « '• 

Excufe my dwelling on minutiae fo dear to 
my remembrance. Yet how fhall I fpeak 
of the three following days ? or, how pro- 
cure fome oblivious draught, to waih them 
for ever from my remembrance ? The im- 
Ipeakable pains he then endured Gill prt& 
v^pon my heart. Yet he was fenfible to the 
}aft minute, expreflcd pity and tendernefi 
for us by words, and then by figns, when 
his fpeecfa grew languid and imperfeft. As 

he 



litfbecaMe weateer t lie ^ grcvr calm, • «id, ifft 
leiigjEh, txpircd, 

«< As f<rfr«* Wm, as mitd as-sdr,^* 

At fix in riic mommg, Kfay 1 2th, tthis hu- 
man bonder forfook its earthly prifon, and 
tttingfcd with its kindred angels. We favr 
fnrn tlepart without a tear. Now ^e caA 
^fittep, and that is fome relief. G pray for 
tis ! Adieu !— 1 pity pbor Charlotte, to whom 
Cur beloved child was very dear, and iht 
iMnks and feels deeper than tnoft people, J 
have announced A^r lois to her, for fuch I 
know Ihc confidcrs it. 
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XETTER XXX. 
TO MRS. SMITHj GLASGOW. 

Laggan> -May 26, ijB^ 

idY ©BAHESl* FRIEND, 

Were you as happy as your great worldly 
pro^erity, die tfteem of all that know you 
tnily, can make you, you would be very 
unfit to thter into the prcfent feelings of my 
hearts dicfc Jtcutc returns of pain, theft 

H 2 agonizixig 
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$go|ii»ng recollc&ion5> that darken the 
fummer's fun, and throw a vcilof wnivcrfal 
fadnefs over the fair face of nature i — the 
recital of fuch ienfations would form poor 
entertainment for a pcrfon engrofTed or 
elated by the pleafures and gaieties of this 
world.' — ^Since writing the abovcj, I went to 
Fort George, by par titular desire ; but, 
alas! I found to my forrpw, that "change 
of place is only change of pain. ' * f ^e regir 
ment in which my father feryed during the 
years of my childhood, and to which he is 
ftill much attached, he inwgin^ed would iiif 
tereft me j but whether it be that the habit 
of a retired life has made m^ thiak.difrerently 
from what I ufed to do^ or djat my mind i$ 
entirely engroffed with one fad and tender 
idea, I fee them not asoldfripnds, b|*t mere- 
ly as worldlings, fluttering after trifles* I am 
jiow at home, after fpcnding a dreary month 
at the Fort, without being awake to any 
iEhing about poor C, We thought (he wwld 
be the better for change of air and fait watey. 
Her rapid growth cneyvates her, Vfc have 

brought your relation hom^ with w. ^ 

Charlotte will be home tbi9 week* I am 

relieved 



ItVicvtd at the thought of it. To Ixcr I dari 
talk fully of what is ever in my thoqghts* 
With her I can venture to feed ihjr infatiable 
ibrrow, with every little anecdote and recol- 
leftion that will ferve to keep his dear 
ftiemory alive. His father, though he cannot 
get over it himfelf, blames me very juftly 
for repining at my darling's happin^fs. I 
will not be furprifed or angry, though you 
fhould reprove rae for this extravagance; 
but I am not well ; and returning here, I 
find my beloved child's image in every place, 
in fome of thofc lively and ftriking attitudes 
which w:€re alrp^ peculiar to himfelf. I 
cannot go to the door without feeing the 
^ot where rfie cold earth covers that lovely 
countenance, which I never could behold 
without an emotion of pleafure, only exceed- 
•cd by my prefcntanguifh. Happily I have 
j>rclcrved his dear profile, taken when he 
was out of humour. His fenfible frown 
adds ftrcngth to the exprcffion of the moft 
animated countenance I ever beheld. I do 
not acknowledge your kindnefs to Charlotte. 
I do not anfwer a fentcncc of your moft 
affeAionate letter, which 1 thankfully re- 

H 3 ecivf d 
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Reived a moftth ago. lean fpeak of nothing 
hut' the only thing I think of. Do not thiok 
I ncglo6fcthe only mjethod of procuring trut 
confolation. Icarneftly implore ftrcngth 
to bear my foxrowsj but I am not able to 
pray, orwiflx, in any degree, to enable m« 
to forget the objeft of them— his remem- 
brance is fo fweet to.my foul, and myafpi- 
xat^ons aftera.rerunionwith him, where we 
ihall part no more^ are fo confequentl^. 
ftrong. Pray read Dr. Gregory*s Com- 
parative View, &c. and obferve particular!)^ 
the laft feftionon the influence of religion^, 
that on tafte; and the ftridures on falfe. 
xcfinement. I long to have you fhare the, 
entertainment they afforded to my happicii 
hours. A letter from you is almoft the only, 
thing 1 could read- now* Write amply^^ 
giv^ me good accounts of Mr* B^^ i and, 
Jjelieve you. are one of the few that ftiU 
^ptcrcft me. Farewell 1 
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LETTER XXXI. 



TO MRS**SMITH. 



Laggan, Aaguft 3, ij^g^^ 
MV DEAR. FRI2KD> 

Week after week has elapfcd without my 
gratifying myfclf by writing to you, or being 
able to aifigp a good reafon. I.ihall aiB^ 
the true one; which, at the fame time^ I own 
I cannot juftify. When I received your kttq!, 
in which you animadvert, veryjuftly, onthc 

* 

folly, not to fay guilt, of wafting that time and 
thought in fruitlefs mourning foi* the dead> 
which ought to be employed in ufcful atr 
tention to thofe who are left, I was aihamed 
to difcovcr the ftate of my mind even U^ 
you ; arid from, you how could I conceal it^ 
Truth, ismyrtiihd has been' either Voudi 
up to a pitch, af which it could not; long 
remain, or funk, in the deepeft dejeftioiu -.• 

But in vain do I weary and exhauft my 
worn-out fpirits in purfuit of a vifioa^ tbajt 

H 4 eludes 
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eludes my grafp. Alas ! I muft turn my 
eyes to objcdts more atuinablc, and mqrt 
fuited to my firUation> ^nd the ties that ftiU 
hold me to this world. I muft again run tht 
round of earthly cares and low purfuits> and 
wait patiently till my appointed day come* 
For I fhail go to him, but he fhall not 
return to me. A late alarm, from another 
part of my family, convinced me forcibly of 
niy own wcaknefs and inconfiftency. The 
.grief which I could neither foothe or reafon 
•down, grew more tolerable on being divided* 
A bright atmofphere> a bufy fcene, and the 
affe6Uonatc attention of ^ plearing;and ealy 
comprnlon^ did more to relieve my mind 
than all that reafon or rcfleftion could 
fiiggeft. I always think of him, but with 
more compofure. I view him sis having 
paf&d the fiery trial of fufFering, and as 
regarding us with tender companion. The 
firft thing that alleviated my diftrefs was 
Charlotte's return, in itfelf pleafing, but ftill 
more gratifying, as her minute details about 
youall, made youin a manner Vifible and pre- 
fcnt to us. This fufpended the Icnfe of pain, 
hy renewmg the pleafing remembrance of 
• . the 



tiie innocent happy hours wc formerly pdled 
together. My youngeft boy had got a hort9 
the confcquences of which alarmed vs, bctt 
Jie is now better. Our bufy feafon coming 
pn^ and finding myfelf incapable of any 
fteady application within doors, I fent has 
maid to the hay-making> and wandered out 
a good ^al with him in my arms. i{i con^ 
fequence of this exertion, I have found cx-» 
•iKcifc in the open air operates beyond any 
ihilig towards the relief of depreifion of 
^irits. Long may be it before you require 
any fuch remedy for that heavieft of evils ! 
I havel)€en inde-ed very litde within, till of 
late that the bad weather has confined me. 
' I have thought much of what you fay of 
a certain friend of mine being in danger of 
running into the extreme of icnthufiafm 5 
but, after all, cannot think the hazard very 
ferious, tk6v^hlhBi¥tpaused'zndpondeped 
fufficiendy OB thc'fubgea. The faft-is, than 
it is in vain for 05 to flatter ourfelv^s, thM 
the great -work of ow falvation is ^ bye con- 
tern, .fbrwhich we may occafionally fct alidc 
1 few minutes, which>' by chance, ar^ left 
Vacant from^^U^efs or pkafurc^. iTbia 

n^ idoca 
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does not agree with the opinian which. di« 
wife and good in all ages^ aitd: of all per-r 
fuafionsy leem to have entertained- (hQiv-» 
ever difierent tkitir degrees of Ughjb aodJa-^ * 
lelligence) viz. that our manner of exifting 
bere is not the final end of our being ^ that 
this is merely a ftate of probation, ia which 
there i& a glimmering of ligl^ afibrdjed u^ 
barely fufficient to diftinguiih good andevilj 
wd a degree of choice and judgment juft 
enough to enable us to make a felefUon, rOod 
bold by the beft. Were our intelleA ftrong 
enough to difcern the lucid ordeFj and 
according harmony of the divine fcheai^ 
of Providence in its full extent i could the 
horrors of guilt;, and its confequent pqniih- 
ment, be made vilible through the thick veij 
%>i humanity, or could we^ mor&d eye( 
l^ar the refulgence of ccleftial beauty ;. tber« 
eoukl be no room for choice or hcfit^tio^^ 
IKO exercife of fortitude, difcemmiyitai &itl| 
or hope, iv> ftruggles -betwixt the ^roi^ 
will and the love of fcffcitude. CrcatUKA 
left without choice, and impelled by th^ 
clear ^nd glaring certainty before them,, not 
ft|Fuggli(% up tb« bUl to. yirtue M^.ft^licity^ 

but 
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but fwimming with the ftream in torpid eafe 
could not cxcrcife thofe virtues, which ouc 
imperfeft ftatc fo. loudly calls for. All the 
noble excrdons, all the fofter emotions, of 
the mind, lofe their meaning and their ufe» 
where there is novice to combat, no diftrcls 
to relieve, no weaknefs to proteft. AIJ. this 
is fo like common-place, that yofimuft cpn« 
fider me ^ cjigreffing very widely. Yet the 
perpetual 9?;ugglc ^d warfare with^ guilt 
and forrpWii which is eyidendy our appointee^ 
t^(H ancLdu^ here, leave little room to fup-* 
poie that any body can b<; righteous over 
much, WfC fee our duty imperfectly in this 
l|Vi^ of fhades and apparitions. Thus, 
much, however, we are certain of, that wc* 
walk coptinuaUy pn, the brinlf; of danger ia 
the op?n paths of life. If npt happier^ thofe 
^re certainly fafer, whp, in fome. meafure* 
fly from th? conflia. What do people pur- 
sue in tl^ world bM; bufinefs or pleafure ? 
Thcreguktioiii of th? mind, and the exertion 
of that aftive beneficence which true piety 
produces, form fuch ^ occupation to a 
mind ft) turned, as to exercifc all its faculties 
ift the mpft agreeable manner. With thofe 

H 6 who 
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who have made great advances in piety, I 
ftould fuppofc ** perfeft love cafteth out 
fear/* and that thefe exercifes become a 
fburce of pure and lading pleafiire, as iil- 
comprehenfible to the children of this world, 
as colours to the blind. Enthufiafm is the 
wine of life^ it cheers and fupports the mind ; 
though excels, in either cafe, produces in- 
toxication -and madnefs^ I am not fure that 
the religion of the heart Can exift without a 
Certain degree of enthufiafm. What noble 
or tender emotion of the mind is exrited in 
i*iygreat<!egree without producing it ? Very 
few affix a precifc or determinate idea to 
the word, ijfed in a religious fcnfe. You wiH 
hear many pebpk, who have never thought 
tbout the matter, parroftizmg about en- 
thufiafm, when they mean bigotry or fena- 
ticilm, if> indeed, they mea^ any thing* 
Religion has not fo great an enemy upon 
^arth as vanity ; and no wonder, fince true 
|nety muft needs be founded in deep humi- 
lity. Wealth, power, and diftii^lon^ cannot- 
be^ttained by all the vain and ambitious ;. 
but the prize of wit and wifdom feemsalways' 
within reach to diofe determined to be wife 
A. •i or 



%t witty. Thofc who wi(h to purchafc thcie 
diftindions as cheap as poIEbk, exchange 
the principles they only feemed to poQefSf 
for the charadcr of wit and talents they only 
feemed to acquire. They hear impious wic 
ofteneft quoted by the thou^tkfs and di(&<» 
pated^ and) therefore, they think impiety 
neceffaf ilf inriplies wit» ^nd arc indeed very 
often incapable of diftinguifhing the one from 
die other. Thefe 4kre the people who fo fre- 
quendy tdk with coat^mpt and ridicuk c£ 
^nthufiafm^ in the religious fenfe of that ex« 
prelQlon, as they misumkrs^and it. I have 
been very ferious, and, as generally turns 
out in that cafe, very tedious j but fome late 
inilances that I have met with^ of abfurd 
pretenfions to wit, founded on ftill more 
abfurd pretenfions to infidelity, have really 
})rovoked mej efpecially, as I very well 
know this pretender believes and trembles in 
the dark. For his impiety he muft accourifi 
to his Mdtcr:; but his impertinent ofteii^ 
tation is an offence againft fociety. I fup3 
pofe you are very glad that i am going to 
bid you good night. I fancy you will think;' 
after givujg you this kdure on impietyi^e 

next 



^^8 LETTB&S FROM 

next thing I iball fet about wll.be to caudon 
bees and ants againfl: idlenefs^ or our fiieiid 
W. D. againft too much. gravity and auflie* 
tity. I don't know whether you.will be the 
better for reading this^ but I am. much the 
better for writing it, and that yoa will thinlc 
a^ fufiicient apology* Adieu ! my dear ; I 
h^ve taken the declaoaation, and left aAion 
to you* Be ever what you have been, and I 
fliall be at no lo& for an example to illuftrate 
ibme of my fage precepts. 



LETTER XXXU. 

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW. 

Laggan, Ajugi^ 131 17&9, 

HV DBAR MRS. ^^O^N ! 

I AM fuc^ an ceconomifb of youif pftffit^ 
t^ I have deferred my iincero an^ coj^digt 
COagra^acions all this time, in hop?^ pf 
g^ng them, fent by- one who has ^heat^ ci^ 
iff(: a( laft. Yet thiis is the only t^(limoiiyf 
ii\ i^y pow^p to give of the unaib^tedi 
^riendyS^^ ^vfays retain for ypUj ^ 

this 
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this is fimply allj &r, with, me, difpondenqr 
and ill health, have, beca fo conibinlly; pea-? 
ducingand reproducing each other, for finm 
time paft, that I have neitlier Dhe^ povi^r 
nor inclmation. to fumi& yoa with the 
leaft degree of entiertainmeot. Charlotte 
and I were all laft week on a tour oC viAts 
on Loch La^an ^die, where the romiMiQ 
fingulai:iiy of the place, and peculiar dwu 
of Us fequefteKedi ioh^taots,. n^^ht,. i» 
happier hours, haw afibijded a. futjec^ (<>t 
amufing defcriptiojpb: As i% is, I can only 
fay, that the rocka andwoods which border 
this, fine piece of w^er, are equally gloomy 
and magnifijcent ; whUe the fpot where we 
fpent n>oft of our aHotted days, caA be 
equalled by few ia a fingulaiC afleioblage of 
Fural beauties. The deep fileuce wbick 
furrounds you, in a pbce ibcludedcY^enk fi^ofli 
th^ HKgW wd; worlds wd diftamt from, eiref y 
odier human dwelli^gj afibcdi kifuizt to 
contemplate the placid fraiures^ of tiie fireoe 
around, the houie. THa^, f|om ^ ffl}^e«it' ' 
mencei funreya a meadowy f\^^ hor^tmg 
on ihe Wee, in which toige tree^ ha(y e bee* 
left here and th«rf^ prodttckig a^Tvrf Ant 
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^ScQ: to the eye. Through diis extended 
meadow, afl-reanij delightfully pure^ wanders 
T)ver fine gravel, while you trace its progrefs 
by the copfes of hazel and aider, vocal with 
the fweeteft Ibrain of woodland melody, und 
I'ich in an the fmaller wild fruits that abound 
in this diftrifSt. In the immediate icene you 
«re foothed^vith every thing that is beautiful, 
«nd in the furrounding ones, iawed by all 
that is majeftic. The lofty Coryar^eVy the 
haunt of eagles and of clouds, towers behind ; 
before, the lake fpreads its (till expanfc j 
oppofite, the dark remains, of the moft 
lancient foreft in Scotland borders the whole 
eaft fide of the lake ; above it rifes amoun- 
tain wooded almoft to the top ; and beyond 
thcfe awful folrtudes appear rocks, at whofc 
barren defolation the mind revolts. Ctf the 
inhabitants of this recefs, I can only fay, 
that they ^re peaceful and induftrious, and 
4eem as nriild and harmlefs as- the flieep, who 
^e the fole fubjedts of this realm of folitude^ 
I' ihouldtell you, that the lake contains two 
fftialf wooded iflands> on which arc fomc 
fragments of buildings of the mod remote 
stn^iquivyr Dne is called the Iflo of Kings i 
f-. «. ^ the 
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the Other that of Dogsj for there, it woUldt 
appear, their Caledonian majeftles, whtf 
had here ar hunting feat, ufed to confine Bran 
and Luath, and all th€if other followers of 
the chace. It was hay-making time ', we 
worked at our needles, or wandered at will, 
all the long lun-fhine day, in the haunt of 
rocs. In the evehitig, we had regularly a 
party on the water, arid mufic. You ftart^ 
but I am correft. When our landlord's 
Tons had worked till tea-time, they^cattie irt 
to fell i and whenever tea was over, they 
launched out their boat, which two of themi 
rowed to the oppofite fide of the lake, while 
the third played, on the violin, feme of our 
favourite old tunes, that brought you and 
your mufic full on my recoUedkion, But 
we were not merely regaled with airy founds > 
the central gloom of the ancient forefl 
abounds in bilberries, ftrawberries, &c. &c.| 
and having others with us to haften the ta(k 
of gathering, we left ^he youths fifhing, 
returned by twilight, and fupped on the 
trout they caught, the fruit we gathered^' 
and richer creani than ever your Lowland 
eyes beheld. This literally paftoral excurfion 

hag 
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K^ fct my pen in: motion beyond my own 
expectations J for I have fo far loft the 
hji^ckf of writing upon nothing,, which you 
once afcrihed to me, that I feera now np 
lpi\ger able to write on any thing. 

Were I poflcffed of defcriptivc talents, 
Charlotte's extravagant joy,. on the birth of 
your fon, would give full room for their diC- 
play^ As for me> the moral and melan- 
choly turn which my thoughts have lately^ 
takenj leads me to aifociate even the 
cradle with the gr^ve, its fure^ however 
dift^nt fucceiTor. 

^ Birth's feeble cry, and deathi's deep difinal groaa,** 

are very properly conneftcd by our favoyricc 
plaintive bard j whom, by the byc^ I am 
told, it is not now the falhion to adn^ire. 
Dear Jenny, continue to love me, till I 
learn *^ the laft new falhion of the hearty'- 
lill I ceafe to have a tafte and feelings of 
my own, and, to be in fome tpeafure 
guided by them. I wonder when it will be 
the fafhion to regret . that the grafs is not 
blue, or the Ikies green. — ^Pray beftow the 
charity of a letter upon me very foon. A 
little time from you will now be valued lik^ 

thfr 
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the widow*s mite, becaufc you can ill fpart 
it, — I heartily condole with Mrs. > 

on the lofs of her fcn, which will wound h«r 
pride, as well as her more tender feelings j 
for I fuppofe fhe was vain of having him. 
I too, was vain once, bint my vaijiity, I hope, 
is buried with the caufc of it. Charlotte^ 
whofe love of Infancy is moft inordinate, 
regrets that Ifee is not with you, to alEft in 
nurfing your heir. Mr.G.join5.q[ieinwarm 
md fincere widi^ thathc may, be. a Ipng 
continued bl(&i)lng tQ jrou.boths- a94i with 
ktfk refpof^s to his. father, let' me add a 
caution which painful experience did;atesr-« 
i/>vt: him wth mod(&ra4on, aswaoughtctp 
do every earthly thing. Make my beft 
wiihes to your brothers and their ma|:e8, 
and thank the latter for me, on Char^otte^l 
account. 

I am, my dear Mrs* Bifpwnji. wifh much 
affc(SiiQn, 

yQUf»t 
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IfeTTER XXXIIL 



to MRS, MAC^lNtOSflr* 



r 



taggan, i)cc. ij, 17^9^ 
WadaMj 
Though I ftcl a dcfire of exprcISng ttf 
you, in fome dtgrec, the deep fcnfc we all 
have of the gencTX)i3S part you have aftcd 
towards Mifs Grant, I own I am at a lofs 
how to do juftiee to my own ientimencs oa 
that fubjefb, without ruhfttng the ri(k of 
wounding your dcKcacy, or failing into the 
beaten track of tinmeafikig complimenCr 
This I know has, by frequent mifapplication^ 
1^ its value and fignificaflce. Yet I am 
Aire no peifon, capable of a£bing as^you have 
done "OH this occafioa, can be at a lofs to 
judge how people muft be toiKhed with a 
kindnefs of the mod cITcntial importance, 
done them in that inftance, where they feel 
it moil tenderly; and this by a perfon, 

who& 
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^hofc charafter (the only thing we know of 
you) is fuch^ as makes protection and advice 
doubly valuable, and thoroughly to be de- 
pended on. The partial light in \yhich w? 
view this objcft of our greatcft earthly folir 
citude, endeved to us by innocence, mif* 
fortune, jm(J a t^iorough ^no^yledgc of her 
difpolipon^ led u? to hope fojr ^he kind office^ 
^nd good wifties of every well-difpofe4 
perfon. But it required ^ very liberal anc} 
fuperioi" njind indeed, to t^e fo clear and 
juft a vieewof pbjefts fo remote and detached^ 
We will not take all the credit of doing, as 
you feem to think, what no one clfe would 
have done. Your prefent 9ondu<5t convince? 
me that, in our pjac?^ you would have acted 
juft as we did 5 byt I am not, by any means, 
fo clear tl)at we, in your, place, (hould bav? 
done as you cjicj.* Uncommon and diftin* 
terefted exertions in the caufe of virtue, by 
people who live in the wprld^ ar^ efforts like 
fw;mming againft the currei^t, Reclufes, 
like us, walk in the light which emanate) 
from the unbiaiTed mindj ^d feek or hope 
no other approbation than the whifpered 

plaudit 
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piatidit of the gratified; heart. In thn cafe 
we lutve more; we are doubly riewarded^ by 
the dxilinguiihed merit of the ofaged): ^ottr 
cares^ and the daily improvemems thiC 
mark her progrefs in knowledge wad 
in virtue. 

Her reception in the family of her worthy 
relation^ Mr. Douglas *, is a circumikuidt 
every way favourable to her. Every motive 
of prudence and gratitude conlpire to make 
it highly proper for her to facrifice her own 
views and inclinations to the flightdTiiidi* 
cation of their will. The cirde of acquain- 
tance fhe made, when Ihe went to town, 
though not wide, nor perhaps highly^flrion* 
able, was among people Of real worth and 
tftimation, to whom the owes much for 
civility and moft ufeful attention. Thefc 
it would be mOft indelicate and un^gratefijl 

* Mr. John Douglas, of Gbfgow, was ttuxlf 
related to this jnftly admiiied yc^aatg perfto; Uld 
fSxfre a moft affedionate intunacybegan bctirtit 
her and his daoghtery DOW Mrs. 'Doaglaai, .of 
'Douglas Park. 



her to go kijrwhfeic Without thrir ftdl up- 
^ol^on (I ftiean the DotlgUsf^si}; ^HdHir 
to laS: 6rapologfee in this ^r^ ahy 'dcli<*atfe 
^atfc, I jtoferelhe wU be direa«d by yd^^ 
cahdid advice, 

•Mr. G. and Oiartottc jdn in ^6!ettriftg 
our thoft gratcfal rfefpeds to youand gdofl 
Mr; MacJntofli, &c. &c. 



sss 
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TO MRS. BROWN. 



Laggan, Feb. 13, 1790. . 

JWY DEAR -Mis. BR.dWN, 

I HAVE deferred writing to you this !d!lg 
time, waiting the return of ias'n^h iteei^fli 
-ahd fpirits asfhould enaWcirietotib if^vftji 
foihe degree bffolncfs and plrecHion, Though 
fomewhat better, I am far from ^eH, -anid 

have 



have becii ^is werk pad crowded wijth peo^ 
pie cpming to take leave of the youngs tra- 
vellers, ^yho go to-morrow.' In the fir^k 
place, my mind is perfcftly at eafe witH 
regard to the depofit I am about to place i^ 
your hands ; fo much fo, th^t I (hall never 
think .of giving you direftions about it, con- 
vinced that, at this time of life, and in this 
ftage of education, your judgment is far ^ 
more to be depended on than my own. 
The arduous tafk of forming her heart, and 
inftiUing into her mind principles of moral 
reditude and devout fubmiffion to the fourcc 
of all goodnefs, is, I hope, in fome degree 
performed. She is docile, and willing to 
pleafe, without the leaft tinfture of levity on 
the one hand, or felf-conceit and ftubbornneft 
on the other. You will find her difpofed to 
pay you implicit obedience, on the beft of 
principles, th^t of an interior convidlioOa 
that you will only order what istight. It 
only, remains for mc. to hint at the defe€):8 I 
obferved, yet durft not blame, in her pa(^ 
education^ in which I have had little 

r 

Ihare. 

« « • 
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» 4fr il& 4t 4& « ^ 
« 4K « # « # « 

Experience has taught me the evil of this* 
Kept conftantly to my needle (of whic^ 
application many trophies remain) I was 
childilhly ignorant of every thing elfe whea 
I got the charge of a family. 

* ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ 

But I have employed her in this manner all 
winter, and find her fo afhamcd of defi- 
ciency, and willing to pleafe and be ufeful^ 
that I hope fhe will conquer all indolent 
habits. While, abfent from us, Ihe was 
Ihut up with old people, without a com?- 
panion, or any relaxation but what books 
afforded ; in thefe Ihe took refuge, and in 
thete found confcdadon : but they were 
taken without choice or feleftion. She 
has, from a kind of neceflicy, read more, 
and perhaps reflefted and digefted more, 
than any Mifs of her age you.kaaw. There 
is a certain thoughtful indoilence, a degree 
of over-refinement, and an indiffereacc 
towards ordinary characters, and coroinon, 
though very ufeful things, to be feared, as the 
refult of much knowledge early acquired. 
VOL. !!• I This 
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This is more efpccially to be feared in a 
xnind that unites a degree of mafculuie 
folidity and habits of rcfleftion, with the 
quicknefs and fenfibility common to the 
fex ; and fuch are generally thofe fema}e 
minds that range beyond the ufual limits in 
fearch of knowledge and entertainment. 
However, we need not much fear j when our 
pupil enters her teens^ and acquires the 
love of drefs, and thirft for amufement 
natural to that period^ all this may fcatter 
like morning mifts. I do not however, 
wilh her to read much at this time ^ and 
what Ihe does read, I wiih to be of a moral 
and ferious call. Let her write^ dance, and 
attend a geographical clafs, with Mr. S— -'s 
children. Drawing and muiic au-e both out 
of the queftion : fhe has neither ear for 
the one, nor that turn of fancy which leads 
to excellence m the odier. Tinkling apd 
daubing are tolerable amufements- for the 
fupcrabundant leifure of the wealthy, who 
have the means, as far as polTible, to m4te 
artfupply the defeds of nature j but I 
would not wafte time and money, in fwim- 

^ ^ ■» 

ming againft the ftream, were it but to 

prevent 
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prevent the panful hypocrifjr of thofc wha 
are forced, from mere companion, to 
^ d— n with faint praifc" miferablc mufic, 
and wretched drawing. I deipilc the 
fkfliionable frippery of fiUagrce, which 
neither difplays taile, nor forms habits of 
attention and diligence. Needle-work, good 
old court needle- work, b the thing. It 
exercifes fancy, fixes attention, and, by per- 
feverance and excellence in it, habituates 
the mind to padent application, and to 
thofe peaceful and ftiU-life pleafures, which 
form the chief enjoyment of every truly 
amiable woman. Ton is an epidemical 
frenzy that follows and overtakes us every 
were, though we in foUowmg it >can over- 
take it no where. Would you believe it is 
partly to fhun this,, that I was impatient to 
fend your protegee from her former abode, 
which is become gay and faihionable, in as 
great cxcefs as this is retired and rufticated. 

# • # * * 4t 

To remove her by fuch a quick tranfition 
from abfolute retirement to the ietf a monde^ 
wouU be deftruftivc to all my views, whole 
objeft it is to bring xip my children in the 

I 2 utmoft 
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ucmoft frugality, fimplicity, and induftry ; 
and at the fame time give them that culture 
of mind, and infpire them with that pro- 
priety and elegance of fentiment, which 
will dignify a blamclefs and virtuous ob- 
fcurity, if that (hould be their lot, and form 
their manners to fuch foftneis and decorum 
as would not difgracc a more eafy fituation^ 
If Providence were pleafed tobeftow it upon 
them you aflc, how people fecluded from 
the world arc to acquire manner. I anfwcr, 
that where there is mind, there is always 
manner ; and when they are accuftomcd to 
treat each other with gentlenefs and cour- 
tefy, they will feel that quick difguft at 
what is rude and inelegant, which contri- 
butes more than any inftrudion to the re- 
finement of manners. I am fure this 
homily has worn out your patience. I 
regret exceedingly that your fifter is out of 
town, becaufe I could wilh M — to be with 
her every moment (fce fhould be abfent from 
you, except a few formal vifits, which /he 
may make to fome of my old acquaintance. 
Children at her age can hardly be con- 
fidered as making any part of the company, 

bcmg 
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being rather an incumbrance. They how- 
ever amufe themfelves, and enlarge their 
circle of ideas by being prefcnt in mixed 
companies ; but in general I think they 
are more improved by being with thofe they 
Jcnow beft and can be eafy with^ becaufe 
they are more interefted and attend more 
to their conyerf^tion. I am but too fenfible 
of the taflc I impofe, and the trouble I oc- 
cafipn you: but you know not how dc- 
firous I am to have her in a private family. 
More I will not fay 3 for it avails not tp 

iteafe you with apologies. - - With 

true cfteem and unbounded confidence, 

I arp yours moft fincerely. 



"^ — -r 



LETTER XXXV. 



TO MISS OURRY. 



Laggan, February 5, 1791. 
MY EVER DJEAR FRIEND, 

I OWN it ; our correlpondence did, for a 
while, languifli on my fide. But what has 

X 3 not 
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not this interraption coft me ! and how vari- 
ous and painful were the caufesof it I I have 
w^tt^n;' and inquired ^igstm and again j with-* 
out fuccefs*. I fhall, however, make cfus 
laft eflbrt to <fi(cover whether my dcareft 
Anne is ftill a fellow-travelkr through this 
vale of Cbadows; or^ whether lam to con- 
fider her as one of thofe feparated fpirits^ 
whom tremulous hope and fond imagination 
flatter us with recognizing, at fome fytmc 
periodj in holier^ happier regions s for I will 
not, cannot fuppole you capable of negltft-« - 
log, flighting, or even forgetting me. 

Had my laft letter reached you, I am cer-^ 
tain you would have anfwered it. Even my 
unavailing friendfl)ip was worth gradtudcs 
becaufe it was very warm and very truCj 
tad pure from every felfiih motive, except' 
the vanity of being efteemed by a peribti 
of fupcrior merit, which was certainly very* 
pardonable. However, as you are a humao^ 
creature^ and, as fuch, liable to change, C 
fliall admit the. bare pofllbility of your 
having received and negleded my letter i 
and (hall, therefore, fufpend giving any 

• Mifs Ourry was at this time injrdaiid. 

account 
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account of my concerns till I have it under 
your hand^ that you are defirous to hear of 
them. t^ 

I will not regale you with an account of 
the fine children^ which it has pleafed God 
to beltow on me i of the ftiU finer ones 
whom he has thought fit to refumc to 
Himfelf : or of the tranquillity and com- 
parative happincfs I have enjoyed fince I. 
faw you ;' no^ nor of the health and prof- 
pcrity'of my parents, or the great a«d 
wonderful viciflitudes that have happened 
in the circle of our acquaintance. I nnift 
not only be defiredj but intreatedj before 
I ^ mak/e any of theie commimicaciona* I 
will tcU you> however, that nothing Ihali 
ever abate diat tender reg^d, which I 
&aB carry to my grave for you« Mh 0« 
who is your great admirer, longs alfo t(k 
hear of you. Don't mind poflage 5 mind 
only what you owe on the fcore of firieod- 
Ihip to your unaltered. 



I4 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



TO MISS OUAftr. 



Laggan« March 27^ 1791- 

MY DEAREST NAKCYj 

Th£ fight of your well-known dear-loved 
hand filled my heart with a pleafure to which 
I knew nothing comparable^ unlefs what the 
woman of Zarepta might have felt^on receiv- 
ing h^r lamented fon alive from the hands 
of the prophet. Alas ! I have a fad reaiba 
for too deeply feeling the force of that al- 
lufion ; but I will not cloud our firft mciet* 
ing with a detail of ibrrows ; as little* wiH 
I take up your time with a tedious recital of 
the ways and means I have ufed to hear of 

you. 7 , I had not 

Mr.M/s^ addrefs, but endeavoured to point 
him out by the circumftances of his being 
F. R.s. and having held a place at court. 

• Mallict, the &ther of Mifs Ourry's ^end, 
Mifs Malliet, who then held an office about the 
Palace^ and lived in Wefiminfler* 

By 
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,By your having formerly taught me to ad- 
drefs you under Lord Kinfali's cover, I 
was led to difcover you in the manner 
which has proved fo gratifying to us both* 
May my benediftions reft- and remain with 
this good Lord. I wifli it were as ho- 
nourable . to Ijim, as the privilege of wear- 
ing his hat where. he pleafes. — ^Why fhould 
I tell you why I was fo much concerned and 
afflided at the nielancholy detail of what 
you have loft, and what you have fufFercd ? 
I can but too eafily cpnceive what you mufl: 
have felt at the final parting with your 
worthy parents. You all lived fo much> 
and fo entirely with each other, and loved 
each other fo exclusively as well as ten- 
derly. You can better judge why Young 
was fo great a favourite with me, now that 
you know, by fad experience, 

*' There is no pang like that of bofbm torn 
From bofom, bleeding o'er the facred dead." 

The depredations which fraud and viUainy 
have made on your little ftore, I fincerely 
regret. Yet, when I confider that your 
mind was always fuperior to trappings and 
tinfel, and that forrow and fickncfs muft 

I 5 have 
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have long fince diflblved die chann duic 
atuches us to die mere exterior forms of 
life i when I confider too diat you appear 

to have gathered from die wreck 

of your father*^ property^ and chat yofu 
are now cheriflied in the tender bofom of 
friendfhip and true fympathy ; I would fsuii 
hope, your pecuniary refources' are equal 
to your wants^ though not to your fpirits 
and paft expeftadons. At worftj you caa 
purchaie an annuity ---.--»--•• 
I mud go lighdy over paft 
My next win be under cover to 
^o is a Comiih member, andj ha:^Hiig 
contrived, like Orpheus, by the power bf 
his lyre, to build a houfe in this country^ is 
our neighbour and acquuntance. I hope 
the mufical manes of the faid Orpheus will 
forgive my blunder, in imputing to him- 
what was done by Amphion, who, on better 
recolleftion, built the Theban walls ; and^ 
though I know you dearly love a litde hir 
at me, I hope you will have fb much re** 

• James Macpherfon, the traoilator of OfliaQ ; who 
was our neighbooi in the coontry^ and ufed to fhmk' 
covers for OS. - i 

fpcft 
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fycA for my clafllcal recolledions^ as to 
refill: the temptation of comparing me to 
one of thofe favages who danced to the faid 
plaftic ilrains : I lie the more open ^ diis» 
from my fingular delight in long defcended 

long, •••« lam refolvedi like 

Dogberry, to beilow all my tedionfncfi 
upon you. Receive^ mean time, an abridg- 
ed, but faithful defcripdon of the pre&nt 
ftate of my &mily and affairs. 

We live on the banks of the Spey; 
(would for your fake, it were the Tweed) 
Mr. G. poflefies, one way or other, an 

income of ^ . - We occupy a ccimr 

A>rtable cottage, confiiling of four rooms, 
light clofets, and a nurfery, and kitchen 
built out by way of addidon. It is fituated 
in a fouth afpecl, at the foot of an arable 
hill, behind . which ftretches an extenfive 
mois, once a foreil, and ftill abounding 
in fuel, which is furmounted by a krfty. 
JHountain, the top of which is often loft in 
the clouds, while its boibm, hollow and 
verdant, is a refervoir of copious fprings 
and abounds in early pafturage, and berries 
peculiar to thcfe regions. Our litde do* 

I 6 main^ 
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*m3uiy to which the church-lands are added) 
ftretches about a quarter of a mile through 
.a meadowy^ I might well add, flowery valky ; 
through which the river turns and returns 
>again» like the Links of Forth, which its 
-waters far excel in purity. At the end of 
;the houfe is a brook, which often reminds 
me of Franky 's purling brooks, for it purls 
jabundandy through fummer, babbles in 
harveft, and brawls, like a termagant^ all 
winter. In the meadows below, it afiiimes 
a new character, and winds, in a deep chaiw 
.nel through richly decorated banks with a 
murmur fo dulcet, fo fofcly plaindve, chat 
one is almoft tempted to aik what ails it. 
jl ihould have told you, that at one end of 
our cottage is a garden, in which we have 
planted a variety of trees, and where fmall 
fruit abounds. At our door is a ftone 
:porch with feats ; this rural pordco is ib 
covered with honeyiuckle, that you would 
take it for a bower ; we have a litde greep 
court inclofed before, which, in fine wea- 
ther, forms a fupplcment to the nurfcry, 
I ihould have begun by telling you^ diat 
^ we hold a farm at a very eaiy rent, whic^ 

fupports 



'fupports a dozcsiJiiilk cows, .and a couple 
:of hundred Ihecp, with a range of fummcr 
pafture on the mountains for our young 
.ftock, horfcs, &c. This farm fupplies us 
-with every thing absolutely, nccefiary ; even 
the wool and flax, which . our handmaids 
-manufaAure to clothe the children, are our 
tiwn growth. But it is time to introduce 
you within doors, where you will find the 
mafter of the dwdling in the midft of the 
circle he mofk delights in, and in that 
home where he appears to moil advantage; 
becaufe his hofpitality and warmth of heart 
here Ihine through that cloud of referVe 
■and diffidence which conceals him every 
where clfc. Singularly cjomeftic, a fond 
hufband, and tenderly. indulgent; father, he 
delights in his children from their birth, 
without nurfmg them like an old woman; 
judicious and attentive in what regards 
out-door management, but totally uncon- 
cerned as to what. paiTcs within, confidei^ 
ing, like a true Highlander, houfehold af- 
fairs as entirely the female province ; and 
the duties of his facred flindkion as the ohly 
. objcft, beyond his family, ^ dcferving of fc- 

rious 
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nous regard. Next^ his mafiCj very little ^ 
altered in fentiroent and principle lince you 
faw herj yet having the wings of romantic 
elevation fomewhat dipt by incrcafing. 
years and cares ; and the fervor of enthu- 
fiafm a litde abated^ with that matronly 
caft of manners^ which the confl;ant exer* 
cife of authority^ mingled with afieftioiij 
naturaUy produces. 

You will not think my tafte improved r 
when I tell you^ 'tisj if pofliblcy more pii* 
midve than ever ; and that all my paftoral^ 
popular^ and American prejudices^ ^Yfi^ 
'^ grown with my growth^ and ftrengthencd 
with my ftrength." How will all this agree 
with your " prejudices againft prejudices ?" . 
But we (hall agree in the long run^ as we 
ever did. Our minds> indeed^ muft have 
had a ftrong predifpofition to unite> when 
they furmounted fo many differences ih^ what 
with common minds is every things early 
habits and education. My children I (hall 
charaflerize at more leisure. At prcfent I 
ihall only fay, the firft is faid to be like her 
mother, the fecond like her father, and the 
third like— a ewe lamb. Now^ to form a 

more 
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more precife idea^ you mv& confider thele 
refembhnces^ as not only literal^ but cha- 
raderiftic of my fons. C— - and Pctrina 
are twins, a perfeft contraft, one being 
dark*hairedj quick and lively, the other 
fair, foft, and delicate --.-•---•. 
Here b the family-piece drawn^ and the 
landfcape ; I have not yet fhaded my draw* 
ing, but I (hall throw in die (hades m 
my next. I had more fons— -but. Heaven 
iias refumed its own, and I ought filently 
to bow to its decrees. Expe& in my next 
die eventful hiftory of our friends at Fort 
Auguftus, moft of whom have already fet 
out before us, to explore the wide ocean of 
eternity. Briefly, adieu ! 



LETTER XXXVn. 



TO MISS OURRY. 



Laggan, Jttne4> 1791. 

My dear friend ! what a hiftory would 
it make, were I to relate all the litde fiunily 

occur- 
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occurrencos^ which^ in rapid fucceffion> have 
hurried on the time fince I wrote my kfl:. 
I carried down my fecond daughter^ who 
had a threatening illnefs^ to my father's^ for 
fea air. You can't think how the good old 
people rejoiced to hear that I had found 
you again : — their lively feelings on this 
occafion delighted me. * I love to fee the 
evening of life warmed by the gentle flame 
of kindly aifedions. Of all the evils that 
wdt on the decline of life^ there is none I 
(hrink from fo much as that chilling torpor 
of the foul^ which contributes more thaa 
all our infirmities to make old age unlovely* 
.When I came in a little open machine we 
keep for thefc joumies^ I returned h63mc 
through the country where Mr. G.'s re- 
lations livCj and went through a hafty 
courfc of vifitation. He came down fbmc 
miles to meet me, and prefented your lettcr> 
which I fnatched with avidity, and read 
over with delight. I ihall defer the mention* 
ing of its contents, till I go through my pro- 
mifed narrative. For fome years after you 
went away, my letters furnifhcd you. with 
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an unbroken ferics, of which take this fuc- 
cinft and pithy fcqucl. 

^F ^^ ^F ^F nf ^F 

I had been all this while pFOJe<fting. ^ viii( 
to Glafgow^ but had deferred it frqn\ time 
to time, out of fympathy for Mrs. New- 
march, who hoped for her lord's return, and 
would feel molt forlorn without me ^ but 
the marriage in the family, and the crowd of 
company which fucceeded, leaving her no 
room to complain of folitude, I went 
fouthwards, where my vifit, oaly meant for 
a month, was drawn out to near a year, 
which wa3 moft agreeably fpent* I look 
back upon it, indeed, as one of the moll: 
pleafing periods of my life; not beipg 
pafs'd in a perpetual flutter of idle vilits, 
but in confirming and ftrengtheniqg. tbc 
friendfhips of my earlier years, and makixig 
new and valuable additions to them, wbid^ 
have been ever fmce a fource of gfeat com^ 
forts and pleafure to me. Leaving the e^*- 
cellent family, with whom I ipent this year 
of felicity, I returned home through Perth, 
where I had the high gratification of meet- 
ing 
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ing fbme of my diftant relations^ who 
were ptople of diftinguiffaed merits and 
whofe cafte and manners were fb fuited to 
my own^ diat my heart adopted them to a 
nearer connexion than thofe diftant ties can 
form. Thofe lovely fiftcrs*, who lived in 
this world with all their views direAed to 
another^ and meekly iheltered in the fiiade ' 
of retirement, qualities entitled to univerial 
efteem and admiration, lived only long 
enough to prove that diey could fulfil every 
duty, and grace every department of life* 
In the bloom of youth, tenderly beloved - 
by the worthieft of htrfbands. Weft widi' 
every thing their regulated and modeft 
wilfaes could aipire to, they obeyed the irie-^ f 
liftible fummons. Theyoungcft, who was '^ 
the moft beautiful, departed in her twenty^ - 
iecond year, in the high triumphs of faith^ 

■ 

taking not only a ferenc but joyful leave of 
fHends, whom (he loved with unufual ten-' 
demefs. Her fitter, in whofe .arms fhe died* ' 

was immediately feized with the fame dif^" 

- - *i 

• Mri. Young, of Pertk; and Mrs. Banaar, matr . 
ritd to the Minifter of Cramond. 

order. 
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order, and met death with the fame well- 
grounded heroifm. 

'' Surely to blifsful Irealms thefe foujs are flown^ 
That never flatter'd, ccnfur'd, envied, drove." 

My dcar^ you will cxcufe this digreffive 
tribute to departed excellence. What havoc 
has been lately made in the litdc circle of 
thofc I loved 1— 

"Yes, even here, amidft thefe fecret fhades» 
. The fimple iceoes of unreproved delight, 
Afflt^on*s iron hand my breaft invades. 
And death's dread dart is ever in my fight. 

Indeed .my meditations hover fo conftantly 
about the confines of the world unknown^ 
ynhiftc my aching eyes are continually ex-^ 
ploring the departing footfteps of thofe who 
(till live in my remembrance^ that I now fee 
this world and all its vanities* as the apoftlo 
fays we do futurity^ " tbroi^h a glais dark? 
ly/' Thefe fivquent excurixons of the mind 
into the trackless ocean of vaft eternity^ conr 
tribute not a litde to throw a dim (hade over 
every thing that dazzles and attrads* in this 
valley of vifion.-— -Unwillingly muft I return 
to my Fort Auguftus narradvcj though oo 
modve lefs potent than a delire to gradfy 

yout 
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you, would induce mc to retrace fuch a 
fcries of crime, folly, and misfortune. Hear 
then, and be, if not amufcd, at leaft in- 

ftruftcd. 

We three all fled at once our feveral ways, 
and left the demons of difcord and deceit to 
rule their votaries ; none of us would have 
liked to have outftaid the other. My year'^s 
refidence in Clydefdale had revived auid 
cherifhcd the love of peace, virtue, and de- 
corum in my heart. The diforders of that 
moll beautiful, but mod unhappy place. Fort 
Auguftus, had fhewn me vice and folly in 
their uglieft afpe6t. Judge, then, whether^ 
in the midft of tranquillity, mutual afieflioD, 
domeftic harmony, and the efleemand goodt 
will of a decent neighbourhood, I did not 
enjoy my lituadon, without repinmg after 
languid idlenefs, infipid chit-chat, artificial 
wants, poor attempts at finery, and all the 
mortifications which refult from the feeble 
efforts of inferior people to grafp that fleets 
ing phantom ton. I am a wretched narrator, 
and miferable chronologer ; I write fluently 
fiom my heart, but very lamely from my 
mcmoryr Two marriages, however, not of 

the 
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the number faid to be made in heaven^ I 
will detail ; and let Defdemona heedfully 
attend, for 'tis noTmall plague to mc to 

rake up my recolleftions. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ » ♦ ♦ 

My father removed to Fort George fomc 
years ago, where he lives very happily, and 
derives much pleafure from his grand- chil- 
dren. Different friends from Glafgow and 
Edinburgh have vifited us in this retreat.— 
By the death of my third fon, a charming 
infant, who lived not many days, I was con- 
vinced of what I could not have eafily be- 
lieved, that the death of fuch an infant could 
produce fevere feelings of forrow for the 
time; a thing both finful and unaccount- 
able. I had, however, another fon remain- 
ing, in whom all my delight was centered, 
and who was, indeed, every way an extraor- 
dinary child, (poke, walked, and fhcwed 
tokens of fenfibility and underflanding long 
before the ufual period. Strong, robuft, an{i 
manly, we looked on him as the future pillar 
of our family^ and never dreaded that ftrofce 

which we bore fo ill when it came. In the 

■> 

fatal May of 1789 our children were &izcd 

With 
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with the meaflesj and had it favourably^ all 
but the darling and pride of our hearts ; 
who being feized at the fame time with a 
worm-fever, which we were not aware of, 
and knew not how to manage, made his 
cfcape from the troubles of life, and left us 
overwhelmed with the moft finflil and ex- 
travagant forrow. But you are no novice 
in diftrcfs, and I will not awaken your griefs, 
by opening afrcfh the wounds of mine. My 
conftitudon, enfeebled by the rapid increafc 
of my family, was greatly impaired by this 
Ihock, but I have had better health fincc 
the birth of my twins, who, I hope will 
continue to be the youngeft. My fpirits arc 
pretty equal, though that fad event has ad- 
ded to my habits of muiing. 

The foil here is very rich, though the 
climate is cold and gloomy. I am very fond 
of the lower clafs of people 5 they have fcn- 
dment, ferious habits, and a kind of natoral 
courtefy j in fhort, they are not mob, an 
animal which SmoUetmoft emphatically fays 
Tie dctefts in its head, midriff, and members 5 
and, in this point, I do not greatly differ with 
fclm« You would wonder how many of the 

gentceler 
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gentceler clafs live here. They arc not rich 
to be furc; fo much the better for us i 

'« Where no contiguous pakce rcjin its liead* 
To fkame the meannefs ^ the humble ihed»'^ 

people do very well, and^eep each other in 
countenance. They have been moftly in the 
army^ are focially and kindly difpofedj and 
have more both of fpirit and good-breeding 
than is ufually met with in people of their 
pitch J and, as for an inclination to gaiety 
and hofpitality; you hi ay judge of them by 
what you have feen among your quondam 
neighbours. If they have foibles, why Ihould 
I expatiate on them ? They have treated us 
with uniform kindnefs and civility, and 
(hewn us as much friendfhip as, in their idea, 
becomes them, to fuch as are not kindred, 
the fplc meafure of afFeftion here. I ihall 
quit the ungrateful topic of cenfure with 
obfcrving, that, after all, they have more 
dignity in their pride, and lefs abfurditjr 
in their vanity, than your Hibernian friends, 
for whom too I flill retain a fneaking kind- 
nefs, after all: but indeed. I faw an excel- 
lent fample of them. 
J have made a great acquifidoo of late.; 

a fine 
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a fine young creature, a relation of Mr. 
G/S| who is under his proteAion, and 
pafTes the winter with her friends in town^ 
and the reft of the year here ^. At more 
leifure I will tell )jyj her ftory, but am now 
as fick of narrative as I have made you. 
Mr. G. has been at Edinburghj attending 
the General Ailembly, which anfwers to 
your poor dead, or rather dumb Convoca^ 
tion. I meet him next week at Lord Brcad- 
albane's feat, where he is to come with 
fome of my Glafgow friends. 

When I hear from you again I ihall ac- 
quaint you with the refult, and give my 
ideas cooly and diftinftly on the fubjedl of 
your letter, and your prefent mode of living. 
I can now only congratulate you on enjoy* 
ing the fociety of your Louifa, to whofe lu- 
perior mind yours muft be a higher gratifica- 
tion than any that wealth can procure. What 
indeed can wealth procure that the vulgareft 
wretch may not equally tafte and enjoy, ex- 
cept that firft of intelleftual joys, which 
wealth fo rarely attains, the fociety of an 
elegant mind, purified by virtue, and ca* 
* Miis Charlotte Grant, fince Mrs. Smith. 

deared 



THE MOUNTAras. tyj 

dcared by friendfliip, I long to hear of 
your crofling the mountains on a goat> and' 
how Wales agrees with you. I (hall mark 
the geographical bearing of my dwelling 
minutely in my next. We live about fifty 
miles from both Invernefs and Perth, which 
are the neareft towns j yet, in fpite of dif- 
tancc and obfcurity, my fwom foe, the 
ton, purfues, overtakes, and furrounds me. 
Don't wait for a frank j one who defpifes all 
other luxuries as I do, may well claim this 
fingle indulgence. Adieu ! beloved. 

I am yours unalterably. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 



TO MISS OURRV. 



Ldggan, Sept.. 3, 1791. : 

• Nevier did a cordial come more oppor- 
tunely to a poor creature fainting with weak- 
ncfs, than my dearcft A.'s kind letter, to- 
foothe my agonizing heart, and divert, for 
a little, my attention from one fad objeft; 
VOL, II. K which 
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which fixes and engroffcs it, it fpitc of my 
prayers and endeavours. Pctrina, my lovely 
F^trina^the fwea image of my dear lament- 
ed Peter, is no more. This is a wound very 
near the heart, and yet I mull own the juf« 
tice of it. I had a darling before, on whoie 
animated and fendble countenance I gaze^ 
with unbounded rapture, and whom I always 
regarded with unwarrantable partiality. 
Yet I might well have judged, from his dif- 
fimilarity to ourfclvcs, and the reft of th« 
family, that he would not remain with w. 
After having dazzled and charmed us for 
four years and a few months, he returned 
to Him from whom he came, leaving us over- 
whelmed with exceffive and finful anguifh. 
About a year after his death, thofe twins were 
born. The eldcft 1 inftantly recognized to 
be the exadl rcfemblance of my fweet boy, 
whofe memory is twifted with the fibres of 
my he^rt. As Ihe grew older, her vivacity, 
her open, generous temper, her robuft ap* 
pearance j^nd quick growth, every thing rc» 
newed him to us, as well as the exprelfiv)^ 
and animated countenance that feized the 
eye of every ft ranger, and the heart of every 

one 
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one of the family. Indeed fhc was toe 
lovely, and, rill a week before her death, was 
the very pifture of health and vigour. What 
R profufion of love was heaped upon her, 
during the period of her {hort life. Her 
brothers and fifter«, her father, all doated 
upon her. But her heavenly Father has 
now vindicated his right, and punifhed our 
prefumptuous partiality. Wlien I am abler, 
I fhall tax your patience with a recital 
of the aggravating circumftances of her 
death. I can now only tell you, that on 
Sunday, the I2ih, fhe made her way, 
through the keeneft agonies, to evcrlafting 
felicity. 

** Ye that e'er loft an angel, pity mc.*' 

Never chiid gave fo little trouble and fo 
much pleafure to parents. I well know how 
rich I am in remaining bleflings, and how 
both reafon and religion forbid repining, 
becaufe he who has beftowed fo many good 
gifts, fees fit in his own manner to refume 
them . When the prayers I daily offer have 
the defircd effcd, I may bow patiently to 
the divine decree; but now, my dearcft 
friend, a cup can only hold its fill, and mine 

K 2 is 
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is filled to the very brim. Were all mv 
earthly comforts removed, I could only 
grieve, as I do now> as much as my nature 
can fuftain, though I mig^t mourn longer 
and more excufably. Farewell. Be cha- 
ritable, for you do not know how you could 
bear this. 



LETTER XXXIX. 



TO MISS OURRV. 



Laggan, Sept B, 1791. 

MY DEAR FRIEND ! 

My laft fombre epiftle has, b\this time, 
reached you, and awakened all your lym- 
pathy. It affords a ray of comfort to mc at 
this diftance, to think you feel with, and 
for me. Thofe who are immerfcd, as moft 
people around you are, in eager piufuits of 
pleafure and ambition, can have no idea erf* 
dillrefs like mine. . They have not the fim- 
plicity of tafte which enjoys and feels die 
attradive charm of infant innocence. Can 

thoie 
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ttiofe who grafp at a thoufand fhadow^ 
>s^hich render the mind both callous :.and 
faftidious, by their emptinefs and variety^ 
contemplate with ftcdfaft' gaze and ever 
new delight, the dawning of fenfibility, the 
unfolding blooms of intelligence and affec- 
tion ? It is in the (hady vales> the obfcure 
retreats of life, far from the noife of tur-. 
bulent paffions, and the parade of fplendid 
vanities, that the foft and kindly aSedions 
root deep, and flourifli fair. There all the 
pleafures they afford, are tafted in perfec- 
tion i but it is there, when thefe tendcx ties 
are broken, diat anguilh is moft pungent.^ 
The twin fifter of luy Petrina has been very 
unwell. I regarded her danger with com*^ 
pofure that excited. xRy owh wonder. Per-; 
h^ps like Burns, v 

" With firm, refolv*d, deQMiring eye 
I vie>v each aimed dart« 
Since one has cut my deared: tie« ,. . 

And quivers in my heart." 

O may I be forgiven for thefe effiafions 
of defpondency, and enabled to fix my 
thoughts on that awful day when I fondly 
hope to recognize my children among the 

K 3 blefled 
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bkfled heirs of immortality. O ! if this 
hope be finful, I am indeed a great finner $ 
it feeds my imagination, and cherilhcs my 
heart, and, at intervals foothes my woe- 
worn Ipirits into a fublime tranquillity- 
Sure we ihail not forget our fellow-travel- 
lers in this vale of mortality, in the bright 
regions of bleft futurity. We cannot re- 
tain a partial rccoUedion of pad: events^ 
chat is, we cannot feparate the rctrofpcc-* 
cion of them, from the remembrance of 
thofc who have enjoyed and fuffered with 
\is in this tranfient ftate of probation. How 
can we remember the numberlels mercies 
received, the many dangers efcaped, and 
temptations refifted, which will ^rnilh 
themes for praife, at leaft during our no- 
viciate in blifs — ^How, I fay, can wc re- 
member thefe, without, at the fame timcj 
calling back thofe who were our aflbciates 
in fuflering, thofe who lived in our bofomSj 
and were to us the objeAs of an innocent 
and pure affedtion, luch as helps to prc- 
ferve us from the contagion of the world, 
and keeps the heart warm, and open to the 
beft imprcflions ? 

Mean, 
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Mean, obfcurc, and dull as every thing 
muft appear to you here> I have fo made up 
my mind^ and fo iC<re*warned and fore-^ 
armed f ou^ that I look forward to next 
May, as the time that is to relieve my mind 
of its burden. I am in no pain about find* 
ing out a tolerable companion for you. I 
Ihall fct enquirers on foot very early, and 
will engage that you fhall not find yourfclf 
a ftranger here. At any rate, you fhall not 
fojourn without benefit of clergy. As for 
your Ckten, I can only fay, *tis flrange— 



€4 



A^ woman that bears all down with her biain, 
Shoald yield the world this afs.*' 



You well remember a time when the am9r 
f atria burnt with uncommon and imprudent 
ardour in the breaft of your friend. Now> 
though I ufed to fight *' iboth and nail'* for 
Scotland, I had not then reflccftion enough 
CO difcriminatc in mydefenfive operations; 
that there were two or diree caufes equally 
dear to me, blended with my defence of 
Mother Meg— virtuous . and dign;lied po* 

K4 verty, 
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vcrty, cfcgance of fentimcnt that lives in the 
heart and conduft, and fubfifts independent 
of local and traniito%f modes^ a dcgreeof 
amiable fimplicity among the middk ranks 
, pf life, and of modeft decorum, refultlAg 
ftom pious impreflions in the lower, not 
c^ten to be met with in that clais. For the 
eafe of our focial intercourfe, and our genc-^ 
ral good-will towards ftrangers, we are cerr 
tainly indebted to our former connexion with 
prance. Our national pride and povertjrj 
fo well known, and fo ^neraUy ftigmati2;ed^ 
is, notwithftanding, of great advantage to 
vs. From the one we derive a certaift dig* 
nity, which wtm^ joined with our ordinary 
Jfcnfc df integrity, prfcfervcs us from mean 
and unworthy aiftions. Our poverty, a^in, 
produces frugaUty and temperance, for 
which I hear you obfcrve, we jwe not much 
to be, thanked* Obferve the inference^ . ,. 
> .« ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ . ^ •» i 

Clanfhip, doiubdefs, narrows the afiedionoi 
and produces many abfurd ^d , unpleafing 
aflbciations 5 yet it is better to love forty or 
fifty people warmly and exclulively on ab^ 

furd 
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furd grounds, than to love nobody at all j 
and then pretend to love all the world (which 
does notcareaftrawfor you), as the Parifian 
philofophers do,, on ^hom the demons of 
fcepticifm and difcord will fbon vifit all the 
mifchiefs they are doing, and the far greater 
mifchiefstheyoccafion. My poor dear Odyf- 
^ey tells a fine ftory of .Solus having- the 
winds in a bag, and what havoc followed 
when they were iinfkilfully let out. Now I 
think popular writers pofiefs bags, in which 
thofe winds are conauned that blow the em- 
bers of difcontent into flames of deftruAion. 
What a^dreadful account is to be made for 
the ufe of powerib unlimited I Nodiefpotifm 
is like that pradifed by the rulers of 
opinion; but I believe it is become cuf* 
tomary to have no fettled opinion, but to 
keep the mind open for the reception of ex- 
perimental whimiies. I feel the water deeper 
every moment, and will return to avoid 
drowning. Shallow ftreams are fafefti 
therefore I bid you heartily farewell. 



^5 
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LETTER XL. 

TO MRS. SMlTHj GLASGOW. 

t 

Laggan, Oft. 4, i79». 

MY DIAR FRIEND^ 

• 1 RAD a hurried letter from you more 
than a month ago. Left I forget again to 
teU you^ I have heard twice from Mifs.O» 
iincc (he went into Gloucefterfliire, where 
■ihc is very happy with her aunt, to whom 
fhc muft be a great comfort. The health 
and freedom fhe enjoys in that peaceful 
.retreat feem to have given a new turn to her 
ipirits. She is evidently more cheerful^and 
iBakes refledlions on her ikuation fimilar to 
your own. Ker invaluable friend has, I 
hope by this time, received her at London. I 
dwayg forgot to tell you Mr. Grant's anfwer 
to your query, ** whether he had changed hi« 
mind about never more going from home.'^ 
He bids me fay he has been kifling hik 
door-pofts ever fince his return, and always 
finds his devotion to his houfehold gods 
much increafed by any fufpenfion of the 

ufual 



tifual woiihip. T^t I doubt tiot, the in- 
duoement of being ablt to carry thefe 
terapkim with him, tmght indui^ him to 
travel a good W^y ill a gireft ^lifeftiOfti 
What a ftroBcr I have been this fummer ! 
When children caffie one at a timcj 1 ftaid 
at home^ and attended to them with great 
Care ; now they come in pairs, I fcamp«r 
away like a hen oftfich, or a fine lady* I 
began my career by going to my father's in 
fpring. That was on bufinefs, and I only 
ftaid two days. You know where we met 
in June. When I returned,^' I was obliged, 
in confequence of an old engagement, to 
vifit fome friends in the lower part of the 
country, at 4 moft beautiful place about teti 
miles diftance. I left C. in the houfe of the 
paftor there, whom you have heard me 
mention as a perfon of fine tafte, fuperior 
abil i ties, and ex tenfiVe informaticMi . 1 Ihould 
have told you, how I happened, at this time,' 
to go to Fort Auguftus. I have acOufin, wha 
fueceeded my father in his office there, and 
poffeffes a latgc farm ifr the neigbourhood. 
He had amoftpromifing family growing up/ 
tod was-veryprofperousintheWorld, having 
'•' K ^ fallen 
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fallen into the fucceflion of a fmall ellate 
fince he came there. Butj lately they met 
with the deepeft afflidion, in confequence 
of having loft, at one time, their favourite 
ion and daughter, the one about eighteen, 
the other nineteen years old. Their &ther, 
always infirm and delicate, fell into a dan- 
gerous illnefs foon after, from which he is 
now flowly recovering. Mr. Grant had 
to go over to attend a church courts to be 
held there lafl week, and I accompanied 
him. We took an odd fancy, for grave peo- 
ple ten years wedded; and, wharwas moft 
to be wondered at, the propofal was not 
mine, to whom you would moft readily im- 
pute it. It was, to leave the' vehicle and 
Angus at the foot of Corryarick, to go the 
circuitous road, which you may remcmberj 
while we took the Ihepherd's foot-path from 
the bridge, which leading down a fteqi, 
where no carriage can venture, led into the 
long-known, dear-loved rcceffes on the 
borders of the Tarfe, where the hazel- woodi^ 
the echoing Drimen Duie^ and the chann- 
ing waterfall that I have fo often defcribe4 
to you, lay in our path. Now you ar^e not tot 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe that we were fo xniich of a Corydon 
and Paftora, as to come here for the mere 
purpofc of enjoying fylvan beauties, and 
reviving tender recoUeftions. It was humane^ 
for it faved the poor horfc ; it was prudent^ 
for it faved near two miles i it was civil, for 
it managed om* time and road fo as to put it 
in our power to vifit our friends at Culaqhy^ 
to whofe abode this pathway was a Ihort 
cut. But you have no idea of the wild beau- 
ties of this walk; their (hades, facred.fo 
often to contemplation and to friendfhip^ 
have improved in folcmntty and variety . in 
the ten years mterregnum. When the triad 
ufed to find fuch pleafure in haunting thefe 
deep retreats, the trees were not near fo 
lofty, the incurfions of hunters were more 
frequent, the country was more populous ; 
but now the coppice is become a grove, 
whofe tenants have increafed, confcious of 
their fafety. Oh ! that you could fee the& 
hazel bowers, and the light feitpons of 
wild honey fuckle pendent from their top* 
moA branches ! ' That you CQuld hear the 
fweet rcfponfts of native muiic, th^ deep 
murmur of the dark and iecret ftream, and 

the 
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the myfterious echo of Drimen Dak t ♦ 
Thcfe arei indeed, like founds 

" Sfcnt by fpirits to mortals gcod, ^ 

Or th* onfccn genius of the wood/' 

Do you think we could pafs by the beautiful 
rocky bafin I have fo often told you of, 
where a litrie tributary ftream falls in 
broken rills down a fteep rock, decked with 
fantaftic tufts of flowers and nodding plants ? 
We did not pafs it by, but ftood a while on 
the brink, fecollefting the affbciate of out 

• Drimen Ouic, often mentioned xti thcfe letters, 
15. i very iingularly (haped eminence, near threi 
miles above Fort Auguftut , in the deep woody re-* 
cefTes of Glentarfe. It proje^s forward into an angle 
formed by oppoiing precipices, on the oppofite ilde 
of the Tarfe, from which it 1$ divided by the rivers 
which makes a quick turn round the bafe of thil 
beautiful height, the fummit of which is Hat and go« 
vcred with verdure and flowers ; while the fteep fides 
are adorned with the moft beautiful fhrubs ; and the 
oppofite caverns reverberate every found in fuch a 
manner, that mufic in this spot has a fingular and fine 
cfic^,— The rocky bafin (mentioned alfo in this 
page) receives a fmall fall of water which defcends 
from tj^e lofty rock that bounds Glentarfe, half a 
mile beldw Drimen Duie, 

wild 



•wild w^derings," ^ncf theuneqimlkd melody 
of the richcft and rtielloweft wood notes 
that ever met my eai*. For here tve ufcd to 
reft and liften to •* fongs divine to hear ;" 
cither fuch plaintive notes as the ** voice of 
Cona fung," given in his native language, or 
our own fweetcft paftoral lays, fung with 
fimplicity, tafte, and ^xprcflion, that wiH 
never meet again in theie days of artifice* 

'* O, loft Ophelia, fwcctly flow*d the day. 
To feci thy mufic with my foal agree ; 
To tafte the beauties ©f thy heartfelt lay. 
To tafte, and fancy it was dear to thee V* 

I could not help faying this to my com* 
panion, here, where her image feemcd to 
hover. We paid the due tribute of tender- 
nefs to the memory of cur hard-fated friend^ 
tenderncfs unmingled with regret ; for we 
were pleafed to think Ihe was efcaped from 
a world, ivhere (he, in particular, had fo 
much to fuffcr, and fo litde to enjoy/ Fufl 
of her refemblance, we followed the coiirfe 
of the ftream which led to the houfe of her 
favourite brother. He was not at home; biit 
hiis pretty little wife welcomed us witha gracfc 
and cordiality that made us regret having 

only 
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only a fingle hour to fpend with her. When 
wc emerged from '* the valley of vifion,? 
and faw Loch Nefs from the eminence on 
which the houfe ftands, I felt as if time had 
run back ; but that was a mere momentary 
fenfation. I will not tell you how glad my 
relations were to fee me, or how the vilf 
lagers flocked about me, to tell all their 
intervening hiftory ; but finding it vain to 
hope for folitude and quiet, to perform one 
of my cuftomary acts ofrecollcctionyl rofc 
one morning at five, and went round the 
boundaries of our old domain and the Fort, 
dien croflcd the bridge of Oicfa,. and, from 
the rocks of Inchnacardach, took a wide fur:- 
vey of the lake, then aperfedt mirror, and 
die noble fteep of Sigchurman, decked with 
fantaftic wreaths of rolling mlfl, that changed 
their form every moment as the fun broke 
cut upon them. I retired towards Inchna- 
cardach, where I mufed, undifturbed, till 
fimcy had her fill. I felt like a perfon tranf- 
planted to the poetical Ihades, who wanders 
among myrtle groves and elyfian vales in 
penfive contemplation, and fees jthe fhadowy 
forms of thofc beloved in life, and mourned 

in 
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in death, glide filcnt by Jiim/ The fwcct 
rcccfles, and feqiieftcrcd fccncs, in die 
vicinity, arc become more beautiful than 
ever. I took a kind of folemn delight in 
thus retracing my wonted paths among 
them; and, you may well believe, fancy 
peopled them with the Ihades of the de-^ 
parted. The gende (pint of poor Mrs. N# 
was not abfent. Her death, or rather her 
rcleafe from life, I could thidk of with 
ferenity, when I recoUefted how much 0ie 
deferved, and how little flie obtained, in 
this ftate of probation. Her father, whom I 
have fo often looked on with indififerencey £ 
regarded with unmixed compaflion^ Any 
thing fo forlorn and hclplefs I have not feen* 
He feemed pleafcd to fee me for her feke, 
and tried in trembling accents, to ipeik of 
her. My coufin feemed gradfied by wot 
vifit,' and I wa$ glad we made it. 1 1 faw 
feveral people to whom I wifli well, whq^ 
I fliall probably never fee again. . Tib^ 
my mind was foea(y. with regard to tb^ 
family, and the litde Gemini,j,a5. jCbarlottii 

bad the endre charge of theiPlP^t^ \^ tb^ 

very 
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Ttrjr bcft deputy tnatroii I ever knew. 
You fee I iiave made the mod of thU fum* 
flier» being the firft^ fince I was marrtedi 
that I was not very particularly engaged 
at home. 

It will refrtlh you> after all this tragi-paf-* 
foral, to hear that Gwynn is married quite 
to his mind, and is the happieft of humaa 
beings. Though no one had more thehabin 
and notions of a confirmed bachelor, ftXf 
formed only for domel^ic life, he languiflv* ^ 
4d in taftielefs apathy, wanting he knew 
Aotwhat) for he was carefully taiight t0 
defpife matrimony. He has got a very 
good little woman,with an C9iiy temp^r^ and 
juft as much intelle^ as he would wiih far^ 
who loves him, and has brought him a fine 
child, in which he takes great pleafure. AD ^ 
Chis fills the v^ in his heart) and the vs^ 
cancy in his time, that made him formerly 
llioft deplorably liftlefs, though the be^ 
heated creatures imaginable* A brother of 
his wife who died abroad, has kft her a 
p:6ity little fortune i fo he hasy every way^ 
^wn i^Dfrvit in the lottery of marriage; 

Good 
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Good connections are not wanting, for the la- 
dy is oneof Mr. Grant's hundred kinfwomen, 
and, confequcndyy M. Gwynn is now allied 
to us. What a privilege ! Now that I have 
given you no brief abftraft of my fummer 
campain fince I faw you at our afTignation 
in Canmore, you muft needs do juftice to 
my diligence in recording important tranf- 
aftions. Though you IhouM not hear from 
me for half a yeat to come, thefe comment' 
taries will bear witnefs of my unfhaken fide- 
lity. Now let me heiar you venture, after 
this, to fay you have nothing material. In 
return for thefe reveries of folitude, you owe 
xtie fomethirig from the bufy haunts of mw. 
Retirement at the Fairly is a mere pretence. 
You go to be merry, and at eafe, among 
your inrimates, and then call it retiring.— i- 
We found all well at home, and the ikdt 
gemini the fineft amufrng lifcte creatuffes^. 
How lucky for you that I am he^r the end 
of itiy paper, or they might * 

** Live in defcription, and look yftf<i/ in fong;" 

for fquat they b6th are^ this moment, oil 
the floor. But I cannot " paint, ere they 
change, the Cynthia of the minute," though 

you 



211 LETTERS FROM 

you fhould take an interell in them b^ the 
favourite playthings of your afFedionato 
friend ! 

mKammmBmsamemam 



LETTER XLI. 

TO MRS SMITHy GLASGOW. 

♦ 

Laggao.Oa. 7* I79»- - 

MY DBAR FRIENDi 

By a letter from Charlotte^ while at 
Edinburgh^ I find there is one from you on 
the way ; fo that I can write ^gain withpvit 
defcending from my dignity ; and I can do 
this with the more cafe of mind, as my little 
twins are now recovered from the fmalU 
pox. They are the beft children I ever hac^ 
and very healthy and pleafant-looking. My 
cldeft girl is now (laying here, and your 

name-daughter with Dunca.n at the Fort* * 

* # « ♦ « « 

Thcfe are the outlines, as far as I can draw 
them; of this triad. You will frpile, and 
call it,apanegyricr Though _ycry unlike 

each 
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<!ach other in many rcfpcfts, one character- 
iftic feature of fimilitude runs through them 
all. They are all artlefs and difintcrefted : 
no traces of mean cunning or fclfifh graip^ 
ing. This is an indication of an enlarged 
mind; and, befides the future promife, has 
a prefent good effedt. Whatever they have 
they ihare with each other with readinefs 
and pleafurc J fo there is one fource of 
wrangling and debate ftopped. They all 
give pretty ftrong proofs of feeling as well as 
underftanding J and it is by the manage- 
ment of thefe feelings that I prppofe, in a 
great meafure, to fway them, till their minds 
open and ftrengthen, fo that' one may rea- 
fon with them without teaching them par-- 
roiism. This, perhaps, might not be a fafe 
way in the world; but, if ever children can 
be brought up with uncorrupted hearts, 
they have a chance of being fo. Their 
number, and being altogether ftrangers to 
thofc indulgences which wealth and eafe 
admit of, will entirely prevent their being 
fbftened into a fickly fcnfibility, by thofc 
feelings being exercifed* For the art lies 
in direfting them to thofe ends for which it 

is 
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is prcfumed they were bcftowcd. In the 
grft plac^si I am at the utmoft pains to fix 
their affcftions i we Ihould be unhappy if 
we thought they loved any one near fo well 
as their parents. Indulgence will not pro- 
duce this efFcft.folcly, for to that there muft 
at laft be limits ; ^d a child, who is very 
fcldom refufed any thing, confidcrs refufal 
an injury. When this happens oftener, the 
fear of being mortified makes him refie<3; 
before he makes any rcqucft, whether it be 
a proper one. One or two indulged chil- 
dren might be endured i but a large family 
of them would be Tophet and Gehenna. 
The thing is, to endeavour early fo to 
manage their feelings and affe<5i:ion5> that 
they fhall Ihrink from the idea of giving 
pain to thofe they love* Having made 
fure of their aiFcftion, the next point is to 
fccurc their eftecm, that it may ftamp au- 
thority on my decifions, and preferve that 
rcfped fo ncceffary for maintaining my in^ 
fluence. Shall I confefs to you, that the 
ajpft finifticd coquet was never at greater 
paina to appear to advantage before her 
lovers, thm I am to conceal ^very defeft 

and 
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that is great, lovely, or excellent, in the cha- 
raftcrs of the living or the dead ; nay, even 
of thofe that never lived or died, except in 
the creative imagination of poets and philo- 
fophers. Not but that I greatly prefer ex- 
amples drawn from reality. What is ne- 
ceflary to be known of evil, by way of guard 
or prevention, may be very foon acquired ; 
for the whole world are in a combination to 
imprefs that kind of inftruftion. When I 
have warmed their hearts, and enriched 
their minds, with abftradts of all that wif- 
dom and devotion, truth, honour, magna- 
nimity, and tendernefs have done to adorn 
and exalt our nature, I defcend a ftcp lower 
in the fcale of cxiftence, and make them 
obferve and admire the fidelity, alFcftion, 
maternal tendernefs, attachment, andgentle- 
nefs, which arc fcen in little birds and 
domeftic animals. All this helps to im- 
prefs ftill ftronger on their minds the fenfc 
I would have them entertain of thefe qua- 
lities whenever they meet with them. After 
thus endeavouring to give a right diVeft ion 
to that gencrofuy and tendernefs with which 
it has pleafcd God to endow them, I would 
VOL. ir. L (though 
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imprefHng them on their minds. I never 
forbid them formally to ftcal or covet, w 
envy or traduce, becaufe, *' they have the 
commandments,'* and arc taught to reve- 
rence them as the di6lates of inipiration ; 
and bccaufe I never obferved in them the 
leafl fymptom of a fordid or malignant in- 
clination* But in my general difcourfe, in 
the converfation I have with their father, or 
others, in their prefence, I always fet the 
contrary virtues in the ftrongeft, faireft 
light; avoid as much as poflible, talking 
of other people's follies or crimes j and, 
fliould they be cafually mentioned, pais 
them lightly over with an air of indifference 
or difguft, not calculated to excite their 
attention or curiofity . 'Tis a fad thing that 
children ihould be taught, by the example 
of their feniors, to purfue vice into all its 
dirty recefTes ; and to triumphin their fupcri- 
erity and difcernment in making difcoveries,^ 
which when they are made, afibrd neither 
profit nor pleafure* 1 prefer the more pleaf- 
ing tafk of infinuating inflruftion, and awak* 
ing the generous thrill of emulative defirc, 
by pointing out to their enamoured view all 

that 
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that is great, lovely, or excellent, in the cha- 
rafters of the living or the dead j nay, even 
of thofe that never lived or died, except in 
the creative imagination of poets and philo- 
fophers. Not but that I greatly prefer ex- 
amples drawn from reality. What is ne- 
ceflary to be known of evil, by way of guard 
or prevention, may be very foon acquired ; 
for the whole world are in a combination to 
imprefs that kind of inftruftion. When I 
have warmed their hearts, and enriched 
their minds, with abftradts of all that wif- 
dom and devotion, truth, honour, magna- 
nimity, andtendernefs have done to adorn 
and exalt our nature, I defcend a ftep lower 
in the fcale of cxiftence, and make them 
obferve and admire the fidelity, afFcftion, 
maternal tendcrnefs, attachment, andgentle- 
nefs, which arc fcen in little birds and 
domeftic animals. All this helps to im- 
prefs ftill ftronger on their minds the fenfe 
I would have them entertain of thefe qua- 
lities whenever they meet with them. After 
thus endeavouring to give a right diVeftion 
to that gencrofuy and tendernefs with which 
it has pleafed God to endow them, I would 
VOL. II. L (though 
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(though I know them myfclf) be at iio 
great pains to teach them thofe refinements 
in manners -rtrhich it is become fafllionablii 
to talk fo much about. The kind and 
degree of good breeding I fhould moft 
approve and wifh for, will naturally refult 
from a well principled mind, a feeling hcait, 
and a juft and cultivated tafte. Efpecially 
when the manners of thofe they look up to 
for examples are not devoid of that foftnels 
which delicacy of fentiment always pro- 
duces. Forms and punftilio are the mere 
Xuperftition of good breeding, e^fily ac- 
quired and of little value. The eafe of 
falhionable manners, the determined felf- 
confident eafe, nothing but mixing inuch 
with fafhionable people can give : at leaft 
I Ihould fufpeA a little native by^onze^ where 
it grew wild, A perfon, who, to a good, 
and in fome meafure (:ultivated, under» 
ftandipg, adds modefty, gentleneft, and 
fonie refinement of tafte, may not be ele- 
gant, but can fcarcely be vulgar. And fuch 
manners may, by a flight culture, be ini- 
proved into elegant fimplicity, of all elegant 
things the moft defirable,. Though elegance 



Ifbotild prove unattainable, I Tirbtrid ftlll havfe 
that fimplicity, both in their talfe and man- 
flcrs> which would be moft fuitabk to the 
JiiMai blc ftatron in ^hich Providence has 
|)laced them; and, at the fame time have 
their arinds imprefled with that true dignity, 
which is compatible with any ftatiori which 
one may fuppofc the daughter of a gedtle- 
man, in the ordinary courfe of life, either 
jto raife or fink into. You know ^hat my 
religious opinions are, and what unfpeak-* 
able importance I attach to them \ fo you 
may believe we are at all times anxious to 
leave this invaluable legacy unimpaired to 
xhofe who have fo little bcfide to inherit 
irdm usu On thefe fubjedfcs you and I have 
.but one opinion ; and I am fo unfaftiionablc 
as to think, one nev^r can begin too fbon to 
<direft a child's hopes and fears to their pro- 
per and ultimate objcft; though reafon 
muft mit be addreffed till it unfolds, for 
fear of teaching children to ufe words with- 
out annexing ideas to them, which is juft 
die parrbtifm that 1 diflike. You will 
wonder to fee me dwell fo much on culti- 
vating die tafte, when I am fuch an ad- 
S t 2 mirer 
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xnircr of undifguifcd nature 5 but I rcfpc6t 
tafte as an outguard of virtue ; a juft and 
regulated tafte would make the ievitjr, the 
abfurdity, the cunning and meannefs^ wjiich 
often accompany depraved inclinations^more 
obvious and difgufting. Befides, it places 
every charm of all-beauteous nature, every 
grace and ornament of ingenious art, in the 
faireft point of view i which has the happieft 
cffed upon the heart and temper. Time 
and paper fo confine me, that I muft rc- 
fcrve all that crowds on me to anfwer the 
cbjeftions you will naturally make to this 
mode of education. My children, you wiH 
fay, after being brought up to my wilh, will 
be, after all, but amiable ignoramufcs, un-^ 
acquainted with human life, and unable, 
from their extreme fimplicity, to ward off 
the blows of malice, or avoid the fnares of 
deceit. Some acquaintance with human 
depravity, you will fay, is neceffary fof 
enabling us to ad with due caution in a coN 
rupt world. I anfwer, that they will find 
too many inftruftors in this crooked fcience, 
and know but too foon what every one is 
too willing and able to teach. Delicacy and 

a high 
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a high principle is a better guard than cun- 
ning and fufpicion. A perfon poflfcflfed of 
the former qualities, feels not at home or eafy 
with artificial charaders, and fhrinks uncon- 
fcioufly from the approach of the callous and 
defigning. A large family is a little commu^' 
nity within itfclf. The variety of difpofi- 
tions> the ncceffity of making occafional 
facrifices of humour aad inclination, and, 
at other times, refilling aggrcflion or in- 
croachment, when properly direftcd by ari 
Qver-ruling mind, teach both firmnefs and 
flexibility, as the occafion may call forth thi 
cxercife of 'thofe qualities. RefpeA and 
fubmifTion to the elder branches of a 
family, tendernefs and forbearance to the 
younger, all tend more to moral improvei 
ment, if properly managed, than volumes 
of maxims and rules of conduft. WitK 
regard to modefty and deference too, people 
in our fituation muft needs enforce thofe 
in felf defence. In a cottage, where chil- 
dren are continually under the eye of their 
parents, and confined within narrow bounds, 
petulance would be purgatory. This detail 
of mine wants nothing but a litdc method 

L 3 and 



and arrangement to be the ape of a le^urc;. 
Regard^ however^ with indulgence^ the 
hafty iketch^ which conveys to you U>mc 
idea of the manner in which we endeavour 
to difcharge the md[t import^t of all iocial 
obligations^ though a moft confufed md 
imperfeft abftraft of our own very imper- 
feft fchemc. You wiU be partial to it,. 
merely becaufe it is ours. If you arc dif^ 
Appointed, my beft apology muft be re-? 
minding you how often you have folicitcd 
this brief chronicle. Now reward my 
tedious blear-eyed vigils by giving me m 
minute an account of your family as I havd^ 
given you of mine.- Mr. Grant begs »b# 
warmly remembered %o Mr. Smith, who> I 
trufti has not forgotten that J can't endure 
to be forgotten. I am charmed with the 
liccounts I hear of Mrs. B.'s little family*-. 
Make my lave acceptable to her,, and be* 
lieve me, in fpite of matr'-mony, diftancci 
jind JDrimochterji mpft truly> moft tcnderly^^ 
yours. 
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LEtTER XLII. 



TO MISS OURRY* 



isdr DEAR FRIEND> ^ 

You may believe I received with very 
great pleafure an affuramre of whac before I 
gready doubted^ that you will once more 
breathe the pure mountaingaIes,inipregnate4 
with wholefome heath, and dififufive of the 
i|>irit of wholefome poverty ; the train ot 
ligid, finewy, and hard-featured virtues fu* 
pcradded. You fee, notwithftanding your 
good-humoured irony^ the hypothefis of fi** 
tuatioa cioncinues to be a favourite one with 
me, ^d I defpair not of making you^ oa 
radon^l grounds, a profelyte to my opinion* 
When France was the land of wit and re- 
finemerkt, if not of wifdom, it was a maxim 
of one of its beft authors, that we are all in 
ibme degree, les animau.v d" habitude y that, 
in (hort, forms of life tinfture our virtues 
with their peculiar dye, and not only often 

1. 4 produce. 
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produce, but in fomc mcafurc cxcufe and 
palliate our vices. This is no flatterirg 
hypothcfis for me. It always humbles mc 
in my own eyes, by reminding mc, that 
from the examples I have fecn, from the 
pure precepts, and fafe obfcurity under the 
influence of which I was educated, far from 
all that corrupts the heart and dazzles the 
imagination ; I fay when I refleft on all th'cfc 
collateral aids to the propenfitics of a wami 
lieart, in which the feeds of truth were early 
fown, I muft in common honcfty diiclaim 
your compliments. So circumftanccd, I 
muft have been a monfter of depravity, had 
I afted through life with lefs praftical rc- 
ve rence for virtue than I have done. Though 
1 have all the abhorrence of vice natural to 
a perfon of ftrong feeling, living much out 
of its reach ; yet, when I fee, as it often 
happens, ftrong flafties of generofity, pro- 
bity, and humanity, breaking through the 
gloom of mental floth and ignorance, and 
cafting a tranfient luftre over charaAers^ 
debafed by habitual vices, which too early 
intcrcourfe with a bad world have produced, 
my heart melts to think how amiable thoie 

might 
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might have been, had they gone out into the 
world, fortified with good principles, and 
acquainted with fublimer pleafures than 

the world has to bellow, 

Now here are two marked inftances of vir- 
tues fo modified, that have had fo fmall 
influence on your own mind. 

I fee you have greatly miftaken my politi- 
cal creed, which is borrowed from a much 
founder judgment than my own, and much 
nearer your own than you are aware of. The 
only real grievance Scotland labours under, 
originates with landholders j perhaps, more 
remotely, in commerce i fince the tide of 
wealth which commerce has poured into 
the northern part of the ifland, has led out* 
trading people to contend with our gentry, 
in all the exterior elegancies of life. The 
latter feem ftung with a jealous folicitudc to 
preferve their wonted afcendancy over their 
new rivals. This pre-eminence can only 
be kept up by heightening at all hazards 
their lands. Thus the ancient adherents of 
their families are difplaced. Thefe, having 
been accuftomed to a life of devotion, fim«» 
plicityj and frugality, and being bred to 

L 5 endure 
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endure hunger^ fatigue, and hardfhip^ wliilc 
following their cattle over the mountains^ 
or navigating the ftormy fcas that furround 
their iflands, form the bcft refourCc of the 
(late, when difficulties, fueh as the inha- 
bitants of a happier region are ftrangers to, 
inuft be encountered for its fcrvicc. When 
we confider this world as merely a pafling 
fcene, at the conclufion of which the qucf- 
tion will not be, who has fupported the moft 
confequential charader, but who has a<5led 
bed; the part allotted, we muft look u^on 
that as the beft deftination, which affords 
the wideft fcope for the exerciie and cffcfts 
of various virtues^ In civilized &ciety> 
wealth does, and mud give influence ; but 
it would be a wretched ftate indeed, in 
which wealth fhould be the only diftin<5tion. 
A man whofc anceftors have rendered thcm- 
felves for a courfe of time eminent in 
the ftate, has generally fome among thern, 
to whom he looks back for example, and 
thofc virtues and abilities refieft luftrc on 
his defcendants. Though the depravity of 
our nature appears but too confpicuoiifly 
among the higher clailes of mankind, yet 

among 
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among thefe too, talents and merit appear 
with greater fplcndour, and are of more 
ornament and fervice to mankind, than the 
fame qualities in their inferiors. Conde- 
fcenfion and affability, for inftance, would 
vanifh, if we were all equal. The charity 
and hofpitality of a nobleman will be nK>rc 
admired and imitated than the fame quali- 
ties in a wealthy tradefman : 

«' A faint in crape, is twice a faint in lawn," 

In ftiort, every thing that decorates, or en- 
lightens, is beft feen from an eminence* 
Nothing but p\jre patriotifm, great poverty, 
and perfeft equality, an aflcmblage we Ihall 
never fee combined, could make a republic 
on a large fcale at all fupportable. Be- 
lieve me, I have no prejudice againft mo- 
narchy, mildly exercifed, or duly limited; 
I confider it as an inftitution, naturally 
growing out of that patriarchal fovereignty, 
which, in the primitive ages, the parent, 
doubly revered for his many years and great 
experience, was wont to exercife over his 
numerous and obedient offspring. In a 
ftaie, where no unalloyed good is indulged 
to us, wc often fhcw our beft wildom, when 

L 6 of 
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of many evils wc chufc the Icaft. For my 
own parCj though I were fo French and fo 
new-fangled as to confider all legal govern- 
ments as monfters let loofe to eat up liber- 
ty, I Ihould ftiil prefer the three-headed 
Cerberus, whofe falutary terrors prevent the 
condemned from entering the regions of 
blifs, like our threefold government, whofe 
terrors only affeft the wicked j even this, 
I fay, I fhould prefer to the many-hcadcd 
hydra, who, breathing death and contagion 
indifcriminately, may reprefent the barba- 
rous genius of mob government. Now that 
I am got into claflicai alludons, permit me 
to Burkify a little longer, and to afTure 
you that I fhould be very much grieved to 
fee that good old lady, or genrieman, (I 
know not which to call it,) the Conflitu- 
tion, cut up and difmembercd, becaufe it 
has a few wrinkles or grey hairs, or to fee 
Medea's old kettle put on again, while 

Mr. and Lord L. flood chief cooks^ 

and Tom Paine fcuJlion. I think I fee Mary 

W' and fo many more public-fpiritad 

ladies bringing aprons-full of herbs, like 
witches^ to the magic cauldron. The ways 

of 
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of the Almighty baffle our penetration; 
This temporary triumph of irreligion and 
falfc philofophy will tear the mafk off the 
monfter, who, wrapt in the Ipecious dif- 
guifc of moderation, and fpeaking the lan- 
guage of fentiment and liberality, has for 
near a century pad been undermining the 
foundations of religion and morality. What 
pains have been taken to promulgate that 
profound difcovery, " that bigotry and reli- 
gious zeal have done more hurt in focicty, 
than fcepticifm and all the mere fpcculativc 
evils of philofophy." The reafon is plain. 
Great bodies of people were confederated 
together, under the influence of bigotry and 
fuperftition. The crafty and ambitious few 
made the paflions of thewell-meaning, though 
ignorant, many, fubfervient to their cruelty 
and avarice, and thus produced thofe tra- 
gedies which deform the face of hiftory . But 
hitherto thefe enlightened philofophershavc 
been difperfed here and there, without num- 
bers or cohefion to enable them to begin 
their praftical operations. We have never, 
till now, feen a nation of refined enlightened 
infidels governed by the dictates of philo- 
fophy 3 
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fophy ; and it is to be hoped that the worid 
will be terrified and warned by the dreadfiil 
fpe<5fcacle. I here dedicate to you the firft* 
fruits of my pen upon the arduous and intri- 
cate fubjedl of politics ; and as I am pretty 
much of opinion it will alfo be my laft cx- 
curfion into thofe unexplored regions, pray 
regard it with fome fellow feeling, it being 
like yourfelf, an only child. Mr. Grant has 
not yet conquered his aftonifliment at your 
growing fat. " Blefs me, Mifs Ourry fat ! 
*tis impoffible:" his fancy had formed you 
a mere Ikelcton. A few grey hairs begin 
already to adorn my temples. The fmall 
portion which fell to my (hare of " celeftial 
rofy red/' has mod ambitioufly forfaken 
its native ftation, and mountecl up to my 
" lack-luftre eyes.** Conftant folicUude 
and the cares of the nurfery have made mc 

*< Like a meagre mope aduil and tliin> 

In a loofe night-gown of my own wan (kin/^ 

I Will defcribe no longer. Come, fee, and 
conquer. Receive numberlefs loves froni 
thofe I beft love, and believe me 

Yours, from her hearty and unaltered. 
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J,ETTER XLUl. 



TO MISS OtTRRY. 

Laggan, Oa. 30, 1791. 

You wDl not let mc alone, nor will I 
give up my point. In Ipite of your raillery, 
I infift that the tics of blood bind ftronger, 
and the duties of relationfhip arc better un- 
derftood in the Highlands, than any where 
clfe. I by no means except the Low coun- 
try of Scotland. This too is not a reflefted 
moral fcnfe of duty, but the mere efFed of 
honeft habits and falutary prejudices. 'Tis 
a Angular inftance of the Almighty's good- 
nefs, that, in thcfe poor barren countries, 
from which he has withheld fo many of the 
bleffings he beftows on others, the few 
who poflefs any portion of wealth fhould be 
ftimulated by thofe kindly propenfities to 
difiufe it among their remote relations. Thefe 
laft, befides the habitual pride and indo- 
lence attending imagined high birth, have 

not. 
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not, from education or fituation, the means 
of procuring a livelihood, as in wealthy and 
commercial countries. This, no doubt, forms 
no pleafant chain of dependence, but in 
this, as in many other inftances, 

" What happier nature fhrinki at with affright^ 
The hard inhabitants contend is right.'* 

Though I applaud this reverence for kin- 
dred, I do not benefit by it ; but on the 
contrary, though I regard my neighbours 
with the utmoft efteem and good will, I 
cannot give away any thing fo precious as 
friendfhip to any one, who, after all, would 
prefer the moft infignificant of her third 
coufins to me. — Believe me, my children, 
though prepared to love and admire you, are 
neither taught to expcft a beauty, wit, or 
fine lady ; but one who has no fmall merit 
in difclaimingpretenfions to all thofc envied 
charadlers, and aflbciating, by a rare com- 
bination, foftnefs of manners with ftrength 
of mind, vivacity with refleftion, and that 
common ufeful fenfe which hourly difcerns 
the proper and expedient in ordinary life, 
with that delicacy of perception which ap- 
prehends and taftcs all that enlightens the 

under- 
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undcrftandlng and enlarges tbe heart, in 
knowledge or fentiment. If, as you fay, 
no wandering rivulet renovates your powers, 
you are furdy like the Leeward Iflands, 
vifitcd by frequent water-fpouts, that is, 
infpiradons, that fertilize your intellecfls. 
I certainly have an ample ciftern which re- 
tains all I acquire : this common obfervers 
miftake for a fountain, — ^Tell Mifs M. I 
love her as well as one can love a rival* 
Mr. Grant fends you his benediction, arid 
rejoices to think your pordy figure will do 
credit to his houfekeeping, though I ihould 
(till lament my leanhefs. 

Adieu, dearcft« 



LETTER XLIV. 



TO MISS OURRY. 



Laggan, Nov. 19, 1791. 

You cannot conceive, indeed you can- 
not, how reviving the cordial warmth of 
your loft letter was to my drooping heart— 

a? heart 



^34 JLETTSKS tKOit 

a heart from which all the cares and all !&# 
tendernefles arifing out of a family, fo largCy 
ib helplefs, fo loving and bclovedy caanot 
exclude you. For the years I thought yoif 
dead, and when you were dead to me> your 
image would very often recur with a £hpit 
quick pang, like that which now accom;-^ 
panies the angelic form of my dear kft 
Petrina, when it beams acrofs my &ncy f 
for indeed 1 do. not fit down to grieve, bu( 
endeavour to pay the bcft tribute to her 
memory, by a fedulous difchargc of my 
various and complicated duties to thofe wha 
loved her fo tenderly while ihc was ienttcy 
us. J think of every thing I fee with ^ 
reference to how you will like it. 1 fooiifhly 
think that you will be as much pleafcd as I 
am at all the budding virtues and graces witk 
which my^ languine fancy decorates my 
children -, little confidering that, from the 
external elegance to which you have been 
accuftomed, they muft at beft appear to 
you, at firft, a parcel of awkward cubs,, 
unformed and overgrown. The culture of 
the heart is our great objeft. We let the 
acquifition of knowledge, manners, &Cr go 

cm 
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onpia}iOtjXi we make furc of the main point: 
Where the natural temper is mild and 
generous^ and theirs appe^s very much foj 
deep impreflipns of integrity and early habicti 
of benevolence muft communicate to die 
manners the uncpnftrained air of open sec- 
litude^ and that animated foftnefs which a 
difintcrcfted wifh to pkafe always produces; 
Indeed we have few maxims ', one of th<^ 
few is> that it is eafier to be than to feem« 
^ # # « • « # 

She* inquired ^bout you of her brother, 
who (poke fo highly of you> that fhe wat 
quite delighted with the thoughts of making 
fuch an addition to th^ flock of living n^rit 
within the circle of her perfonal knowledge^ 
and pleafes herfelf with the thoughts ofbring- 
ing you here herfelf, and letting you down 
at our little gate, where (he hopes to meet 
yet another white crow, to expreis it ele- 
gantly. There is nodiing like concluding a 
period fublimely j yet I (hould not conclude 
without telling you that Mr* Macintofh is a 

^ Mrs. Macintofh* of Donchattan* with whole 
brother> Dr. John Moore^ MiTs Ourry was we^ 
ac<}aainte(L 

man 
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carlicril acachmcncs and former habits of 
life i bui how are we governed by events ! 
An incident, which to an indifierent perfbiii 
would appear of no great moment in fb large 
a family as ours, has entirely altered my 
views. I fee nothing now fo defirable as, 
by refiding here, to cnfure taking my final 
refidence with thofe who were fo dear to me 
in life. I have faid a great deal too much 
on this fubjedt ; but you will forgive me for 
indulging my refleftions at the expence of 
your patience. — ^Thcre arc few things that 
could gradfy me more than to find you fo 
cordially interefted in poor Charlotte. I am 
not a litde plcafed to find your fentiments 
and mind, concerning her, coincide fo en* 
tircly. Her integrity of heart, her finccrity, 
and general reftitude of intention, are fuch 
as, to one that knows her intimately, arc 
fufficient to enfure efleem, and even af- 
fedion, beyond all that ihines, and all that 
pkafcs, in thofe, whom happier fortunes, 
and a more iinifhed education, have let in a 
fairer point of view. I am very well fat is- 
fied to find that fhe is going to flay for (bme 

time at Mr. D.'s. I hope fhe will 

take 
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take particular care to pkafe thofc who arc 
£o well worth plcafing. I conclude, from 
Jicr thorough confidence in yon, fi^om whom 
no thought of her heart is concealed, that 
you know of a vifitor whom (he daily ex- 
pcfts. This vifitor is certainly an objcft of 
compaffion. That attachment, from the be - 
ginningfo fingular and romantic, feems- daily 
increafing, I have fo very good an opinion 
of the perfon in qucftion, and fo very bad 
an opinion of the^fafcty or ftability of fuch 

premature engagements - What 

to judge or determine, I am utterly at a- 
lofs, I leave her then entirely to your 
direftiori, who, with equal warmth of goo^ 
will towards her, have more judgment, ex- 
perience and knowlenge of the world. 

4& « « # « 4» « 

I have received Mn M/s friendly letter, 
and feel the full force of his judicious and 
affedtionate confolation. The hopes of feeing 
you here, at no very diftant period, pleafe 
mc> evea now, when very fewthings indeed 
have power to intereft 

. Your obliged and faithful, &c. 
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LETTER XLV. 



TO MRS. MACINTOSH. 



Laggan^ Jan. 21, 1792. 

DEAR MADAM> 

The deep fenfc I feci of the kindneis 
cxprelTed in your much valued letter^ and 
^e confolation which the acquifirion of 
regard^ from a character fo eflimable^ af* 
fords, even under the preflure of my prp* 
fent affli£tion, encourages me to write ta 
you, even now, when I am very unfit to 
communicate my ideas, except where they 
will be received with the moft partial 
indulgence. I know it is unbecoming, nay, 
almoft unchriftianly, in me, to ufe the em- 
phatic language of forrow, in fpeaking of 
an infant's happy tranfition from the dangers 
and fnares of this chequered fcene to a ftatc 
of liable felicity. She is departed , before 
ihe has known fin or forrow, and before 
we could have room to judge whether thofc 
beautiful bloflbms of fprigbtlincfs, gcnero- 

fity. 
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fity, and tcnderncfi, which charmed us fo 
much in her enticing little ways, would ever 
ripen into the cxpe&cd fruit- My reafon 
not only acquicfccs in the juftice of the diC- 
penfation, but my heart fo far acknowledges 
its mercy^ that could a wifh bring my dark- 
ling back to my bofom, I think I would not 
form that wilh^ She was fo unufually ftrong 
and healthy, that, we dreamt not of fear 
till it became too late. She fpoke to me in 
a clear, diftin<9: voice, fhcwing tokens of the 
fondeft affeftion, three hours before her 
death. Thus, you fee, the ftroke was very 
fudden^ Then we had fuch delight in her; 
;iot only for her own fake, but for the great 
refemblance fhe bore to her dear departed 
brother, whofe every look and gefture was 
reftored in her. So that her death was juft 
like lofing him over again. It is alfo fo me- 
lancholy to fee the poor thing that remains, 
wandering like a ghoft, and conftandy be^ 
wailing her fitter. 

« « ♦ 4» » « « 

Things are far better as they are. I once 
thought nothing would have macje me fo 
Jiappy as to renew in towu fomc of my 

carlieji; 
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earlled atachments and former habits of 
life ; but how arc we governed by events I 
An incident, which to an indifferent perfon^ 
would appear of no great moment in fo large 
a family as ours, has entirely altered my 
views. I fee nothing now fo defirable zs, 
by rcfiding here, to cnfure taking my final 
refidence with thofe who were fo dear to mc 
in life. I have faid a great deal too much 
on this fubjcdt ; but you will forgive me for 
indulging my reflexions at the expence of 
your patience. — ^There are few things that 
could gratify me more than to find you fb 
cordially interefted in poor Charlotte. I am 
not a litde plcafed to find your fentiments 
and mind, concerning her, coincide fo en-^- 
tircly. Her integrity of heart, her fmcerity, 
and general reftitude of intention, are fuch 
as, to one that knows her intimately, are 
fufficient to enfure eftecm, and even af- 
feftion, beyond all that ihines, and all that 
pleafes, in thofe, whom happier fortunes, 
and a more finifhed education, have fet in a 
fairer point of view. I am very well fatis- 
fied to find that fhe is going to ftay for fomc 

rime at Mr. D.'s. —. I hope fhe will 

take 



V* 
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take particular cire to pfcafe thofc who arc 
£o well worth pleafing. I conclude^ from 
Jier thorough confidence in yon, from whom 
no thought of her heart is concealed^ that 
you know of a vifitor whom (he daily ex- 
pefts. This vifitor is certainly an objcft of 
compaffion. That attachment, from the be - 
ginning fo fingular and romantic, fcems daily 
increafing, I have fo very good an opinion 
of the perfon in qucftion, and fo very bad 
an opinion of the^fafcty or ftability of fuch 

premature engagements - What 

to judge or determine, I am utterly at a- 
lofs, I leave her then entirely to your 
direftiori, who, with equal warmth of goo^ 
will towards her, have more judgment, ex- 
perience and knowlenge of the world. 

4& il& « # « 4» » 

I have received Mn M/s friendly letter, 
and feel the full force of his judicious and 
affedtionate confolation. The hopes of feeing 
you here, at no very diftant period, pleafe, 
me, ever\ now, when very fewthings indeed 
have power to intereft 

. Your obliged and faithful, &c, 

VOL. II. M 
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TO MRS, MACINTOSH. 

Feb. I7> 179a* 

D£AR MADAM> 

Once more returned from the limits ^ 
that undifcovered country, on whofc dim* 
fcen confines our hopes and fears are con- 
tinually hovering, I devote one of the fiift 
efforts of my pen to you, who are fo well 
entitled to every mark of grateful attentioa 
on my part, on my own account, as well as 
that of others, who engrofs my tendereft 
cares, and occafion me perpetual anxiety. 
For, though I am fatisfied that they arc 
much happier and more attended to than 
they could be with me, even the fcencs of 
gaiety and pleafure, that I know them to be 
engaged in, are a fource of inquietude to my 
fbnd apprehenfions, " Perfeft love^*^ we arc 
told, " cafteth out fefir/' That may be the 
cafe when it is fixed on the All-perfe<5t Ob- 
jeft^ who is alone worthy to excite andcngrols 

4t> 



iti' but when our ¥/^k human aficSiuxis ai;e 
engaged by beings as imperfe6b as ourfelves^ 
fear and doubt coAtinualfyHiingk with them.- 
When my young travellers return to the 
cottage, their allotted home, it will require 
more than common refledtion and folidity t<3 
reconcile them to fliU life, frugality, and 
homely habits; though after all, Ifmcerely 
beHcve it is the date moft akin to fafcty and 
comfort, — I am forry to find thofe mutable 
beings, who change their fentiments and 
opinions fo often and fo eafily> never oocc 
think of changing for the right, or evea for 

a better fyftem. - - - - ^ - - - - -^ - • 

• The lefs one thinks of humati ? 

depravity, the better; one can't mend it s.^wi ' 
'tis only being either forry or angry to very [ 
little purpofe.— Charlotte fays, (he has bepB I 
at a ball lately, which concludes her pubUc 
exhibitions for the feafon. I am glad of itj 
for though I muft own my v^ity is much 
flattered by the admiration which her perfon 
^and manners have excited, and that I am 
gratified by the pleafure Ihe receives, my 
judgment and my fears militate againft her 
growing familiar to the public eye. Her 

M 2 fituation 
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imiadonis too peculiar and delicate^ to make 
it fafe for her to attraA fo much attention. 
This will not fail to turn the jealous and 
fcrutinizing eye of female envy upon her. 
Public admiration is a thing that foon dies 
of itfelf. A pcrfon who might never have 
had a wifh for it^ will feel forlorn at its de« 
parture^ Befidesj a perfon admired folely 
for beauty, will be always confidered as a 
mere pretty girl j her merit will never be 
thought of. ' My young daughter, by the 
bye, has as much merit 4$ any lady of her 
age can haves fpr flie is very quiet and 
never difobeys me. Haying few good 
things to beftow on her, we refolved to 
begin with giving liter a good name, and 
have called her AnnOurry. Let me not 
be forgotten on tthe Dune; and believe m? 
incapable of forgetdng its inhabiunjs* 



4 4 
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LETTER XLVn. 



TO, MISS OURRV* 



Laggan> April 2, 1792* 
My DEAlt FRI£ND, 

I KNOW it will give you concern to hear 
that my lilence for moft part of this winter, 
was owing to illnefs,. This, though not 
dangerous or alarming, was of fuch a nature 
as to throw' the moft oppreflive gloom upon 
my Ipirits. . I am none of thofe querulous 
beings who delight in brooding over evils, 
and oppreffing their friends with all that 
troubles them, 'That fanguine turn of mind 
which you early remarked in me, has ac- 
companied me through all the viciflitudes 
of health and ficknefs, all the quick fliifting 
fcenes of joy and forrow> that have occupied 
Ae intervening period. 1 have often, as 
now, waited months for an interval of he^th 
and cheerfulnefs, to vifit an abfent friend, 
with the breathings of a mind in fome 
degree compofed and cheerful. Since I 

u 3 have 
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have fct out fo hopefully with egotifm, I 
will e'en give you the detail of my winter's 
confinement, and have done with it. All 
my tranfaftions, nay, my very ideas, are fo 
blended and interwoven with the dear 
branches that fprout and depend from me, 
that you muft extend the toleration of 
fiiendfliip beyond its ufual bounds, before 
you can truly relifh my correlpondence. 
You muft not only indulge egotifm in the 
firft pcrfon, but you muft have patience with 
egotifm once removed, and hear me (peak 
of my children as diffiifely as I do of myfclt 
Did I ever tell you of another daughter I 
have, who, though not born to me, is as 
dear and has coft me much dearer, than 
any of the reft ? This daughter of my afiec? 
toon is called Charlotte Grant; fhe is nearly 
related to Mr. G. j was left motherlcfs 

in her tenth year. 1 have not at 

prefent, I feel I have not, Ipirits or relb- 
lution to go through the detail I meant. Yet 
if I could, it would do more than amufe, it 
would deeply intereft and afFeft you. When 
ihc found a temporary home in our familf^ 
I had the plcafure to obferve, that though 

in 
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in a great mcafiirc neglefted ftnd tinculti- 
vated, (he poffeflcd a ftrength of intcllcft, 
a purity of fcntimcnt and reditude of prin- 
ciple, that afibrdcd the heft foundation for 
the cmbelKfliments which inftrudtion might 
add to the rich gifts of nature. It was evi- 
dent that this difpofition would richly reward 
the labour of any one who fliould by a littfc 
culture, unfold the beauties of amind, which^ 
though untainted with vice and undebafed 
by folly, had been fo clouded by fcclufion, 
and fo fhut up by referve, that it required 
fomc penetration to difcover of what it 
was capable. 

-My very friends were all againft me ; they 
ivere fure my anxious tenderhefs for this 
"amiable fuSerer, and the trouble 1 4houlA 
take about her, would be a frefh fource of 
"painful folicitiide to a mind already enfeebled 
with many cares. But Iwas refolute. ' Whf 
ihould I renew my own forrows, by telHng 
you wiiat difficulties and cmbarr^m^ts 
attended the outfetofmyplah,^hat^veeding 
•and pruning I had to "go through, and hofv 
Jfacrificcd every thing to the one favourite 

M 4 ' dbjcft 
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objed of making this child of forrow appear 
to the world that lovely and cftimable objefk 
for which nature defigned her. I wiU rather 
invite your gratulation, by telling you how 
amply my cares have been repaid^ and how 
richly her warm gratitude, her rapid improve- 
ment, and the juftice which even the felfifh 
world now does to her diftinguiflied merit, 
have recompenfed me for all I have done 

and fuffered. She has fpent the 

two laft winters in town*, where (he is very 
much admired and careflfed. The other 
feafon ihe pafFes with us> and is as fedulous 
in her endeavours to fhare and foften the 
many cares incident to my large family, and 
buftling manner of life, as the moft dudfiil 
child could poflibly be» I find her now a 
moft pleafing and rational companion, pof* 
jkSkd of genuine fentiment, without romantic 
extravagance. 3hejoinstotheopenandgft«- 
nerouslpirit of youth, a depth and ibUdityof 
refledion, which is the natural refuk of early 
affliction in a ftrong and well principled mind. 
She is admired for beauty more by others 
than by me. But Ihe confefTedly excels in 

• ni /0ai;«— throughout the wefter^ liighlanclf» 

mean* GUJI^^ 

grace 
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grace and elegance. Her countenance is 
certainly mod: fingularly interesting; and 
her manner^ her air^ her figure^ and her 
motions, have all a mingled foftncis and 
dignity peculiar to herfelf.-— My eldefl: 
daughter lives conftandy with my father 
and mother, who are very happy in their 
new eftablilhment. She fliews a tafte for 
letters, and a retentive memory. Her 
temper is even and placid. I have her here 
juft now, and propofe fending her to town, 
where I hope ihe will not only derive benefit 
from the fchools ihe is to attend^ but from 
the fociety and example of a lady of genuine 
worth, an old and^ true friend of mine, with 
whom (he is to refide.— By all that is fweet^ 
in fympathy, or Ikcred^ in fiiendfhip, I 
conjure you to write before your heart cools,, 
after pcrufing this defultory fcroll. Should 
my prefent indifpofition terminate fatally,. it 
will be the laft^ inftance of longtried love and 
truth. Mr. Gi infifts on being crowded 
in. Accept his regards,, and believe I 
ihall be to the laft hour of recoUedion^ 

yours, &c. 

* # * * # #= 

M 5> Yet 
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Yet could I invice you to Bizn in the peiv 
ftdioo of rural elegance; could I fend mj 
carriage for 7ou> &c. &c. with what eager 
importunity would i urge you ! You mvSt 
allow I have been very modeft on this fub^ 
jedl ; the &vour coming fo entinely from 
your fide^ makes it far more pleaiingco look 
forward to^ than if I had urged jrou to take 
a journey fo &tiguing, and ihare accom-- 
modation fo unlike what you have been ufed. 
-to. The confciouihefi of all this has made 
me mention my very wiihes on the fubjeft 

with fear ^nd trembfing» - One text 

more> and I have done on the fubjeft. Wc 
all know him to foe ttie man of wifdom, but 
you muft alfo aHowhim to be a man offetU 
ing^ who faid> '^ Hope deferred makes the 
heart fick. * '—You gratify me beyond cxpref- 
fioQ by your ideas^ fo difierent from diofc 
of the refl of the world, and fo confonant to 
my own, regarding the views and notions 
with which I ought to infpire my children. 
On a fubjecl which thrills through the deepefl: 
recefles of the heart, and awakens all the 
ardour of enthufiafm, to find in a kindre^ 
bofom the image of our own refleftions and 

fenfations. 
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fcnfations, affords a pieafure like that ot 
tearing uncxpcftcdly the fwecteft mufic ih 
perfedt unifon with the awakened fenfibility 
of the momeot. • Sooa you ^uay fee thofe 
children whom I have been endeavouring to 
train to the exercife of humble and patient 
virtue. You will fee, that, like, the Lap- 
landers, 

** They love their mountakxsj and enjoy their ftorms ; 
No falfe defires, no pride-created wants, 
Diftorb the peaceful carreot of tiheir ^bit.*^ 

Our manner c^living here is in fomc degree 
patriarchal. The large family of attlefs prir 
mitive people we are obliged to keep about, 
and the number of our children, who look 
up to us as the dnly objeft of love and 
veneration, occafion our lives to be fpentlii 
alternate afts of power and beneficence. 
Now what more have kings, but trappings 
and pageantry ! When ihall I hear of your 
appearing at the bar of the national aflembly,' 
to claim the rights you mherit as reprefenta- 
tive of the cldeft branch of yoiir family ? fot 
fo you feem entitled to do by their late 
liberal edtfts. Pray has Mifs Mallict caught 

M 6 the 
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the Gallomania ? Yet its infeftioa fpreads: 
widely^^ FareweUj heartily ! as the kin^ 



iETTBR XLVIU^ 
TO UKS: SMITHj GLASGOW^ t' 

I^ggan* Feb. ix» i.79iw 

MY DEAR PRIENDi! 

I AM juft recovering from an indifpofitbt^ 
fi> feverej that it would have robbed f oa of 
a correfpondent if it had continued iQuch. 
longer. This is a fickly feafon^. even amidft 
thefe mountains^ where the keen atmofphere 
is fb often agitated with ftorms^ as well as 
by the daihing torrents^ that it feldom ftag- 
nates inta impurity. This, with the tem- 
perance and cxerciic which wholeiome po- 
verty produces, is the rea(bn that dieatb 
confines his ravages to infancy and declining 
age. There are very few inftanccs here, of 
people dying in early youth;, and when they 
do happen, they feem objefts of general 
concern and fpeculadcn. Mr. G. had a 

rcladon^ 
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relation^ a young lady remarkable £)r no- 
thing but fingular mildne/sy piety ,^ and pru- 
dence. Having been from her earlieft youth 
fobjed to nervous aSe<5bions^flie became lali: 
winter quite emaciated and enfeebled^ and 
at lafib died of a mifmanaged rofe fever^, like 
my fweet Petrina.. Yet every one inlifted 
that her death was caufed by grief for the 
lofi of her brother. Another young crea.- 
ture^ who has languifhed all this winter with 
iimilar compl^ts^ is pronounced to be dy- 
ing of love> though no mortal can iay of 
whom. Thus primitive and romantic are the 
notions of our mountaineers.— -I am now 
to notify to you a removalj, in which you 
willj, for my fake> be interefted : it is that 
of my father from Fort George to Glaigowj 
which you know was matter of doubtful 
fpeculation^ but is now decided. I feel the 
incr^as'd diftance very painfully ; yet there 
are many confidcrations, which at more lei- 
fure I will explain to you, that reconcile me 
to it. I have lived fo long entirely for others, 
that felf-denial becomes with me rather a 
habit than a virtue ; and whatever is pro- 
pos'd or thought of, it is not my own grati- 
fication^ 
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fication, but the manner in 'which it afl t ft^i 
the various branches of my individud Mf, 
that occurs ftrft to me. Ihavclikcwifetoin^ 
form you that Mifs Ourry comes pofitivdy 
about the beginning of May. Gltfgow ts 
out of her way, and (he will grudge rvrry 
hour (he is abfent from us, after flie enters 
Scotland. She cannot (land a Highland 
winter, and Mifs Mailiet will not be happy 
if (he does not return at the appointed tithe. 
When that comes, I flial! probably accom-- 
pany her to Glafgow, and fee my father's 
family, including fome of my own, fettled. 
I hope you do not think I had the confidence 
to urge my friend to come to fuch a place^ 
and fuch humble accommodation. She in- 
vited hcrfelf moft cordially, and I received 
her profFer'd vifit with grateful joy -, but I 
have moft pathetically reprefented how like 
our peat reekj &c. are to the comforts of 
Quilca arid Cavan, immortalized by Swift. 
Yet fhe is unalterable, and I rejoice thereat. 
The anceftors of this lady and her friend 
both left France, for confcience fake, on the 
repeal of the edift of Nantz, and they have 
no doubt many relations there. Judge how 

they 



they muft be affefted by the ftate of that 
unhappy country, and what their feelings 
muft be in confequence of the laft fatal ca- 
taftrophe. It was but laft night we heard 
it. News reaches us but ftowly. Would 
you think, after being fo long engrofs'd bjr 
domeftic cares and anxieties, and drinking 
fo lately the bitter draught of private and 
particular forrow, that I ihould weep for a 
king? I wonder at it myfelfj and yet I 
wept abundantly, and was difturbed and 
agitated all night. I am ftill under a dead 
weight of fadnefs : the recent wound of my 
heart, which is but (kinned over, feeks only 
a pretence to bleed anew. Do you feel 
thus ? Pray get the tragedy of Agis, and 
read it for my fake and that of the French 
King. I remember when I was very youn^, 
and felt deep impreflions from what I read, 
I was charmed with the chorufes in that 
tragedy. I am as ufual haunted with m 
appofite quotation : 

When Jove decrees a nation's doom. 
He calls their mjorthies to the tomb. 
Fearlefs they fall, immortal rife, * 
And claim the freedom of the Ikies. 

He 
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He fell not as the wai^r £dls» 
WhoTe breaft defends his nadre walls f. 
To treafon Agis bow'd his head« 
And by his guilty fidajefts bled« 

I have altered one word^ ta make it the 
better apply to the benign Louis, t have 
obferved ia the hiftory of all nations^ that 
when the women became impudent and li- 
centious, and the facred bond of marriage 
was made light of, that nation's downfal 
was near. We are very confequential be- 
ings, believe me. The purity of feniale 
manners is the bafis on which> morally 
lpeaking,;all the order and virtue of focicty 
are founded. Who cares for his country but 
in confequence of iirft loving the relations 
who attach him to it ? And who can care 
much for parents, brothers,, and children, . 
where relationfhip is dubious ? It is an abo- 
minable ftate of fdciety 5, even letting the 
great cordial of life, the hope of futurity^, 
out of the queftion ! May you and I never 
live to fee our dear country tainted with* 
this infeftioiis depravity ! I am, in joy and. 
forrow, yours unalterably. 
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LETTER XLIX, 

TO MRS. MACINTOSH^ GLASGOW* 

Laggan* March 20» ij^^j. 
DEAR MADAMy 

I HATE been for fome days tortured 
with a moft outrageous tooth-ach. I now 
Ihatch a lucid interval, which I fear will 
be but a Ihort one, to enjoy and acknow- 
ledge the lively and fincerc pleafurc I feel 
from your intimation through Charlotte, I 
mean of your intention of coming in June. 
I hope your jaunt will be favoured with 
good weather, and that you will fee the 
harlh features of nature around us foftened 
into their mildeft afpedt. I flatter myfclf 
novelty will make you as partial to thefe 
wild and fbUtary fcenes, as habit has made 
me. You (hall have one of the warmcft 
corners both in our cottage, and in our 
hearts. If you come while Mifs Ourry 
flays, each of you, I am fure, will put up 
with a little crowding, to fhare thefe apart- 

mentSj, 
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ments, or rather compartments, with the 
other. If you fet out fo foon as I with, 
and hope, I dare fay you will get the ftarc 
of her, and be firft in pofTcffion, She was 
detained in London three weeks beyond her 
intention fettling the affairs of an old grand- 
uncle. That intricate piece of bufinefs is 
now, I hope, fatisfaftorily concluded. Not 
hearing of her this fortnight, I take for 
granted fhe has begun her JQUfaey. Bjr 
letters from Edinburgh I find our friends 
there are very willing to do her the hooours 
of the good town moft completely. Their 
politeoefs, and the fatigues of the /orqscr 
journey, may perhaps detain her there ^ 
-fome days. Among the vai4ous obrigatjk)np 
I owe to you, the intereft I am told, you tak^ 
in this highly valued friend, is Bot die ijeaflj. 
The afieAion 1;hat fubfifts between Ja«r,^d 
me is too old, and too mejlow^ ibr tt^ 
fictie jealpufies .and rnqnopolies of r^Qtat 
girtiih attsichments. It is li^e a deep ix>oo^ 
tree, which, far from i-equjinir\g to bf fenped 
or proppcd;up, extends its fheker to yov^ejr 
plants around it. By lovif^ leach othci? jp 

4aDg and fo weU^ our hearts sire more 6^ 

to 
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to pay the warm tribute of eftecm to tncrit 
wherever itcxifts. ..By reciprocal fympatby, 
we .feel as if engaged for each other in 
debts of gratitude and kindnt^fe. Here you 
have a rhapfody^ a fimilej and I know not 
what. People, at my time of day, feldom 
deck out common objefts with the vivid 
hues .of enthufiafrti. But you have only 
to acciount for this natural curiofity, of :a 
latter fpring in the imagination, by fup- 
pofing that in the tooth-ach, as in the gouti 
the intervals of ea& are diftinguiihcd .by 
an uncommon flow of fjpirits. As 1 tsfltc 
it for granted ypu^come rather with a piou$ 
intention to hermitize and rontemphte^ 
than with any view to amufement. I fhall be 
in no pain for the famenefs that awaits 
you here. Being a lover of nature, and a 
mother, perhaps it will afford you fome 
pleafure to fee a family of young creatures 
M happy, as health, good nature, and per«» 
feft liberty, can make them*; who never 
knew what it was to form an artificial wifh, 
or to have a natural one ungratified, unlefs 
it were for a litde gilt book, whofe wondrous 
affemblage of rare portraitures had excited 

their 
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their admiration. Your arrival will, I aitv 
fiirc, greatly rcriye Charlotte, who has 
snonrned immoderately for the great lofs We 
have all fuftained in Mrs, Mac P., of R.* I 
am happy to hear Mifs P. has recoveredy 
and has a profped of paffing the fummer 
lb agreeably, with the worthy family at 
Andmore, of whom I have been taught to 
think very highly indeed, — Mr. G. joins m 
every good wifh towards the dwellers on the 
Dune, and rejoices with me at the nearer 
profpeft of ieeing the lord of the laid 
Dune, 

^ Once Biore on the borders of the brawling hrook,'^ 

Believe me, my dear Madam, witii^ 
warmeft regard, &c. &c. 

• Mrs. Macpherfon, of Ralia,. mftrrkd to- a near 
lelation, an lAtiniate friend, of the minifier of Laggaiu 
She was diitingoiihed for beauty and iniderflanding». 
and died about her thirtieth year, on die birth of her 
yoongefl ion, leaving eleven children- to lament htr 
irreparable lofs. 
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LETTER L. 
TO MAS. BROWKj GLASGOW* 

taggan. July 2.3* ^793* 

MY DEAR MRS. BROWN^ 

If I had not been dying all winter, and 
h^f killed with fatigue all fummer, in con- 
fequence of the mim-ber of things neglefted 
which I was unable to overtake, it would 
have been mipardonable in me to have 
been thus Jong lilent to you, on whofc 
fracridlhip I iet fo great and juft a value. 
Mrs. Smith fays you had a fick child in 
your ^rn^s. This, I take for granted, was 
William, whom I know to be 4s fine a child 
a? M — 4^fcribed^ I think if there was 
any danger, Ihe would have mentioned it 
more feriouflyl— I am charmed to hear you 
ai;e fo well pleafed with ■ , nor do I 

much wQpder at it^ confidering that there 
arc Tn2iny youisms about htn though (he 
^^nts that Ipirit of accuracy by which you 
^jere fp early diftinguifhed. She is adive, 

lively, 
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lively, and has an ardent, generous difpo- 
fidon. This does not evaporate in profef- 
fion, but labours rather to ferve, than to 
pleafe. For all your partiality, I ftiU think 
ihe has many of the awkwardnefles which 
diftinguifh an unbred girl. Yet I willingly 
allow, it is not quite a vulgar awkwardnefs ; 
for, as I formerly obferved to you, where 
there is mind, there is always, to a ccrtsan 
degree, manner. Mifs Ourry and I ufcd 
to call that embarraffment which results 
from much feeling and fpirit, joined with 
litde ufage of the world, elegant awkward- 
nefs. I believe a certain portion of indif- 
ference muft go towards the compofition of 
perfeft fafhionable eafe. You muft be fiilly 
fatisfied with yourfelf, before you can 
be fully convinced that every one elfe is 
fatisfied with you, and the contrary idea is 
painful and embarrafling.-^I give you joy of 
the nephew or niece you are about to acquire; 
Your fifter is aftonifhed at my calling this a 
joyful event. No wonder, confidering how 
I am worried and worn out with fuch acqui- 
fidons. Yet people here, though they 
ihould be at the utmoft lofs how to fupport 

their 
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tdieir children^ fiill continue to rejoice at 
every addition > and c<Mifxder the lofs of off- 
spring as the greateft misfortune that can 
poflibly befal a family. Thofe who Kve ia 
towns and highly civilized focictics, where 
&ch numberkis little fomethings become 
ncceflary to mak^ up the fum total of felicity, 
have no id^ howftronjg the great fimple out- 
lines of what conftitutes happinefs in a ftate 
of nature, are drawn on the untutored heart. 
Without reafoning or reflefting, fuch hearts 
find the ftrongeft and moft pleafurable 
emotions excited, merely by the exercife of 
tender and laudable afFeftions. Strangers to 
(alfe refinement, and incapable from want 
of cultivation, of that exalted enjoyment that 
arifes from fentimentalattachment, grounded 
on intelleftual excellence, the ties of nature, 
the ** charities" of life,are the great fburcesof 
their comfort, and fweet.en all their hardlhips. 
Since bad feafons, and new modes of i&rm^ 
ing, have impoveriflied the peafantry, I do 
not think there is a poor tenant in this parifh, 
but what is in fome meaftire fupported by 
his children. And there is noinftance of one 
fanning in this tender retribution. Broii^ 
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up with generous fentiments^ but frugal and 
ielf-denying habits, they are not like the 
children of luxury an indulgence> whofe 
defires go always beyond their acquifitions^ 
and leave nothing for bounty or for gratitude. 
Neither are they like the groveling ofiipring 
of callous vulgarity, who are taught to glean 
and hoard and think for felf only. I have 
rambled as ufual. But I believe I at firft 
meant to remark how infenfibly. In couHc 
of time, we in fome degree adopt the habits 
and prejudices of thofe about us, even while 
we pity their ignorance, and fancy ourfelvcs 
more enlightened. For my part,^ I have 
learnt to rejoice at the birth of people's fif- 
teenth child, and to liften to ftories of appa- 
ridons and predictions with as much indul* 
gence, though with lefs credulity, than N.B.* 
Halhed excrcifcs towards Brothers. For 
inftancc, t'other day, my dairy-maid, who 
has been above ftvcn years in the houfe, 
and is a pious maiden, and a perfeffc treaf?* 
fury of local and traditionary anecdote, tcHd 
me a ftory, which I am going to tranflate 
literally for your behoof, and which I was 
forced to hear with a face of belief, for fear. 

of 
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4>f being thought an infidel. I muft prcmife 
that bur dairy-maids always fpcak very wifely 
to the cows, though it is only in rare inftances, 
like this, that the cows anfwer them. ^* YeA 
terday fortnight, (I am fure it is very true, 
for 1 faw a man with chefe eyes that faw the 
dairy-maid), the minifter of Moulinc ill 
Athol, you know— well, his dairy-maid 
went into the byre, and put out all the cows 
but one, who lay down and would not move J 
^ Get up,* fays the dairy-maid : * I won't 
get up,' feys the cow; — ■-* but you* fhall,* 
replied the damfel, a little ftartled. *Ga 
to your mafter, and bid him come here,* 
fays the cow. So the- girl went, and her 
mafter came to the byre. ' Get up,' faidi 
he to the cow; * no, I won't' faid flie, "' I 
want to fpeak to you.' * Say on,' faid h# 
mafter, * fince you are permitted.' The coW 
began ; * ExpcA a fummer of famine, : a 
harveft of blood, and a winter of tears.' So 
then the cow went about her bufihefs.*'—^ 
Now this fine ftory gains ample credit,- and it 
would bethought irtipiety to doubt it. Could 
you have believed, that there exifted man-i 
Rers and opinions foprimi^iveasthofc which 
- VOL. II. N arc 
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are ftill preferred in the pari(h 6f Laggan ? 
Will you condemn or laugh at my fmgulari- 
ty^ when I tell you^ that I am fo wearied and 
difgufted with feeing ignorant, conceited^ 
and irreligious cx)xcombs, form abfurd 
pretenlions to reafon and philofophy (by 
affcdling to defpife all that Newton, Boyle, 
Locke, and other lights ax>d ornaments of 
their ipecies believed, and all that infpiratioa 
and piety haye taught), that I begin to think 
my poor Apne's. credulity more tolerable 
than fuch cold he^ed icepticifn) ? I woi^d^ 
at any rate, fooner liften to the fad pee- 
di&ions of either Achilles' horie, or the 
minifter of Mouline's cow, than to many 
^^ dreamers of gay dreams/' whouMgioe 
thcmfelvM *^ wit's oracle^/* No doubct^e 
true line li^s between credulity and f^sep^ 
^^fcifm ; but if I quit that line, let me go 
where I am led by die imagination and ^ 
heart. Did you but know how veryt vtiy 
bufy I have been all d^y, haying twi^stf 
people a^work^ cutting our winter fiici in 
the mofs, and only on^ feryaqt ajt hom& t^ 
provide food for all th^fe, with }it^ aidi ]WU 

would think my writing all this ftuSi now 

that 



THE MouKrAiirs, 167 

iktt every body is afleep, as great an excr- 
tion as that of the minifter of Moufinc's cow. 
Ibid you drowfily Adieu, for the firft lark is 
warning me to bed, like an owl as I am. 

tBLTTEK LI. 

TO MISS OURR r. 

Glafgow, Jan. 2, 1794, 

I AM far from imputing negled to you 
after your two fpiritcd efforts from F— 
bridge and London, and the other very 
pleafing teftimonies of attention to my dear 
friends at Laggan, of which I heard as they 
paffed through the town. After this elegant 
exordium, with which you muft be greatly 
edified, it remains with nie to account for 
ftaying fo long here, contrary to my mate's 
tender injunftion and your entreaties. Firft, 
then, my Father has been very ill, and had I 
been much inclined, whichlhoneftlyconfcfi 
was not the cafe, I could not, till now, have 
thought of returning. Then I have not put 

N 2 B» to 
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B, tofchool, or done half what r meant.— I 
Kave {ten Mary Woolftonecroft*s book,, 
which is fo run after here, that there is no 
keeping i|: lopg (enough to read it, leifurely^ 
though one had leifure. It has produced no 
other conviftjon in my mind, but that of the 
author's pofleffing confiderable abiliries, and 
greatly mifapplying them^ To refute her 
arguments would be to write another and ^ 
larger book ; for there is more pains and 
(kill required to refute ill-founded aflertions, 
than to make them. Nothing can be more 
Ipecious and pl^ufible, for nothing can de^ 
light MilTes more than to tell them they arc 
as wife as their matters. Though, after all^, 
they will in every emergency be like Trinculo 
'in the ftorm, when he crept under Caliban's 
sraberdine for Ihelter. I confider this work 
as every way dangerous. Firf|:, becaufe tb^ 
author to confiderable powers adds feeling, 
and I dare fay a degree of rcdlitude of inten- 
tion. She fpcaks frpm conyiftionvon hcf '\ 
own part, and has completely impofed pn . 
herfelf before fhe attempts tp miflead you^ . 
Then becaufe fhe fpeaks in fuch a ftrain of, .' 
fj^eming piety, and qiiotes Scripture in ^ 

manner 
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Ihariner fo applicable and emphatic, that 
you are thrown off your guard, and fur- 
prifcd into partial acquicfcence, bcffore yoU 
dbfcrve that the dcduftion to be drawn frolii 
her pofition, is in dircft contradiftion, ii0t 
only to Scripture, reafon, the common fenfe 
land univerfal cuftom of the worlds but dveil 
to parts of her own fyftem, and many of hci^ 
own affertions. Some women of a good 
capacity, with the advantage of fuperior 
education, have no doubt afted and rea- 
foned more confcquentially arid judicioufly 
than fome weak men j but, take the whole 
fejt through, this feldom happens j and were 
the princiipal departments, where ftfong 
thinking 4nd afting become necelTary^ 
allotted to females, it would evidently hap* 
pen • fo much the more rarely, that there 
would be little room for triumph, and lefi 
for inverting the common order of things^ 
to give room for the exercife of female intel- 
kdt. It fome times happens, efpecially in 
our climate, that a gloomy difmal win- 
ter day, when all without and within is com-' 
fortlefs, is fucceedcd by a beautiful ftarliglit 
evening, embellifhed with aurora borealis, 

N 3 as 
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as quick, as fplendid, and as tranfient, aa 
the play of the brightcft female imagination : 
of thefc bad days fucceeded by good nights^ 
diere may, perhaps, bc^a dozen in the lea- 
foxu What ihould we diink of a projeAor, 
that, to enjoy the benefit of the one, and 
aroid the oppreffion of the other, (hould 
infift that people Ihould fleep all day ao^ 
work all night, the whole year round? I 
think the great advantage that women, taken 
upon the whok, have over men, iB> that 
diey are more gentle, benevolent, andvir-" 
tuous. Much of this only fuperiority Aaj 
owe to living fecure and protected in Ae 
ihade. Let them loofe, to go impudendy 
through all the juftling paths of politics and 
bufinefsj and they will encounter all the 
corruptions that men are fubjeft tOj without 
the fame powers either of rcfiftance or reco* 
very ; for, the delicacy of the female mind 
is like other fine things s in attempting to 
rub out a ftain, you deftroy the texture. I 
am forry to tell you, in every Im whisper^ 
that this intelleftual equality that the Miflfes 
make fuch a rout about, has no real ex-« 
iftence. The l^ies of talenta would not fed 

fo 
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fo overburdened, and at a loft what to do 
with them, if they were not quite out of the 
common courfe of dungs. Mary W. and 
fome others put me in mind of a kitten we 
had laft winter, who> finding.a fniall tea-pot 
without a lid, put in its head, but ilot find- 
ing it fo eafy to take it out again; (he broke 
Ac pot in the ftruggle j hct head, however, 
ftill remained in the opening, and Ihe re- 
tained as much of the broken utenfil round 
her neck, as made a kind of moveable pil- 
lory. She ran about the houfe in alarm and 
aftoniihment. She did not know what was 
the mateer; felt fhe was not like other cats, 
but had acquired a greater power of making 
dlflurbance, which fhe was refolved to ufe 
Cd the very utmoft, and fo would neither be 
quiet herfelf, or fufFer any one elfe to re- 
main fo. I leave the application td you. 
Our powers are extremely Well adapted t6 
die purpofcs for Which they are inteiklied i 
^nd if now and then faculties of a fuperior 
order are beftowed upon us, they too are, 
no doubt, given for good ^d wife purpofes, 
and we have as good a right to ufe them as 
a linnet has to fing; but this fo fcldom hap* 

N 4 pens. 
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pcns^ and it is of fo little confequencc whe« 
thcrr it happens or notj that there is no 
rcal'oii why Scripture^ cuftomj and natuKj 
fliould be fet at dcfiancej to cvtSt up » 
lyilcm of education for (Qualify ing women to 
.id (Mrts which Providence has not afligned 
to t!.c fcx. Where a woman has theie 
fupcrior powers of mind to which we give 
the name of genius, (he will exert them 
under all difadvantages : Jean Jacques fays 
truly^ genius will educate itfelf, and, like 
Ihmei burtl through all obftrudions« Cer-c 
(Ainly in the prcfent date of fociety, when 
knowledge is fo very attainable, a ilrong 
and V igorous intellcA may foon find its level. 
Creating hot-beds for female genius, i& 
merely another way of forcing exotic pro- 
ductions, which, after all, are mere luxuries^ 
indifferent in their kind, and coll more time 
and expence than they are worth. As to 
fuperiority 'of mental powers, Mrs. W. is 
doubtlefs the cmprefs of female philofo-* 
phers i yet what has flic done for philo- 
fophy, or for the fex, but clofed a ditch, 
to open a gulf? There is a degree of 
boldncfs in her conceptions, and mafculine 

energy 
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energy in her ftyle, that is very impofing* 
There is a gloomy grandeur in her imagi- 
nation, while flie explores the regions of 
intelleft without chart or compafs, which 
gives one the idea of genius wandering 
through chaos. Yet her continual felf-con- 
tradiftion, and quoting, with fuch feeming 
reverence, that very Scripture, one of whofc 
firft and cleareft principles it is the avowed 
objeft of her work to controvert j her con- 
fidering religion as an adjunft to virtue, fa 
far and no farther than fuits her Hypothefis j 
the taking up and laying down of revclatioa 
with the fame facility ; make me think of a 
line in an old fong, 

** One foot on Tea and one on fhorc, '. ' 

To one thing confbmt neyer." 

What, as I faid before, has fhc done?: 
fliewed us all the miferies of our condition i 
robbed us of the only furc remedy for 
the evils of life, the fure hope of a bleifed. 
immortality; and left for our comfort the 
rudiments of crude, unfinifhed fyftems, that 
<:rumble to nothing whenever you begin ta 
examine the materials of which thev arc 
conftru6led. Come, let us for a moment 

fhut 
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Ihut the BiblC) and liftcn to Mary. Let iis 
fuppofe intellcd equally divided bctweca 
the fexes. We may deceive the imder- 
ftanding^ but it would be a very bold effort 
of fophiftry to attempt to impofe on the 
fenfes. We know too well that our ima- 
gtnatiqns are more awake, our fenfes motis 
acute, our feelings more delicate, th^n f hofc 
of our tyrants. Say, then, we are pthcN 
w\ft equal. Thcfe qualities or defedar 
would ftill leave the advant^ on theilr 
fide 5 we ifaould much oftencr refolve and 
aft, before we called reafon to counfel, than 
they would. Befides, I forefee that th« 
balance will go in the old ^fhioned way at 
laft, if Mary carries her point. When the 
defired revolution is brought about, will not 
die moft fanguine advocates of equality be 
iatisfied, in the firft national cotincil, with 
having an equal number of each fex eleft- 
ed ? Now I forefee that when this is doncj 
(as girls, or very old women, will not be 
cli^ble for the duties of legiflation, and 
mothers have certainly a greater ftake in 
die commonwealth) a third of the femdc 
members will be lying-in, recovering, or 

nurfing j 
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nurfingi for you can never admit the 
idea of « female philofbphcr giving her 
chfld to be nuffcd. Whatever other changes 
may be found proper, I hope they wrH 
retain the wool-facks in the upper hotrfci 
and add fome more. The mcmbrefles of 
couHc AviH bring tiieir infants into the 
hoBJfe ; diis win interrupt no debate ; far 
children that fuck in philofophy with thetr 
milk, will nor cry like the vulgar bra» 
under the old regime, but they may pof* 
fibly fleep during a k)ng debate, nnd then 
die wool-facks will be very convenient to 
lay diem upon. There is no end either of 
reaibning or ridicule on this truly ridien* 
lous fttbjeA. If the powers of a very fu* 
pcrior femak mind prove fo inadequate to 
its own purpofes, when thus abfurdly ex- 
et«edj what will become of thofe who adopt 
ker vanity and fcepticifin, without her know- 
ledge and genius to fupport them ? To 
conclude; I iee 'ris a great cuitom now 
ibr people to dabble in icepticifm and fpe- 
culative impiety, keeping all the while a 
flight hold of their original principles, that 
they may return when they pleaie, as if 

thus 
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thus fai^ayid 710 farther belonged to ftnit* 
natures. Yet thefe fame people would be 
very unhappy, if they faw their young chil- 
dren going out of their depth into a current 
trufting to a flight hold of a twig on the 
brink \ though the word that coukl happen 
in this latter cafe were only drowning. In 
fa£t, the Bible is or is not the charter of oui* 
falvation. 1 1 is neceflary, both for our pcac^c 
of mind and confiftcncy of conduft,thatwc 
Ihould either believe or not believe it. The 
nature of the fubjcdt admits no wareriiig i 
it is all true, or all falfe. : Let us then 
ferioufly regard the moft important objed 
that can ever be prefented to our view* 
Thefe truths .muft be either wedded or re-^ 
Bounced. If we mingle daring innovations 
4nd unwarranted practices with a feeble and 
dubious belief, haunted with pungent re-* 
morfe or gloomy uncertainty, we fiiall not 
even enjoy the fleeting day that is pafliiog 
from us. Let us then grafp hard our prin-^ 
ciples, or let them go. As the reformers 
manage, they have the fears without the 
hopes that religion infpires. Let us at znf 
ratej in thefe important concerns, be guided 

- ; by 
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Jbjr the common fenfc that direft^ us in ordi*- 
/lary bargains. ]Lct us examine well what 
we are to get, before we part with what we 
have. My poor brains could never fup* 
port the rotation of opinions -which ftttn% 
to delight fome people here. They remind' 
me of Hbtfpur, when he talks of living in" 
;s: windmill. What a pleafing tranfition I 
am about to make from thofe who believe" 
too little, to thofe who believe rather too? 
much.' With what delight and reverence* 
I (hall liften to dear Moomt*$ awe compel 
ling talesy after all this farrago. Adieu !' 
may you reap the fruits of ftcady principle 
md confiftent conduft, -both here and hcrc^-* 
aftcr^ Farewell; kindly, * 
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TO MRS. MACINT0S9, GLASOOW. 

Laggan, July 2, 1794. 
-DEAR MADAM> 

We begin now to be very impatient for 
the confirmation of the glad tidings of your 

coming 
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coming north. It was wrong to mention it 
unlefs you mean to carry it through $ the 
profpedl having fo much elated the young &- 
mily. B. is particularly fo; even her meek 
ipirit is occupied in premeditating chicken 
daughter^ for the poultry are in her depart- 
ments wd then fhe is fo engroiTed with con- 
fidering what fruits and vegetables will beiA 
feafon. My principal fear is^ that our ftock 
of good weather will be exhaufted befoire yoa 
arrive; for^ as the man fays of his Italian 
wadi ballsj we have really had Italian fun- 
(hine for fix weeks paft, which, with the 
addition of tranquillity, and an eafy, regular 
progreiCon of family and farming, has been 
agreat fource of enjoyment to us : fo that> 
were it not for the French and the cater- 
pillars, we fhould be quite happy ; but the 
former difturb our peace, and the Jatter 
deftroy our goofeberries. I ihould not (peak 
plurally, for my fovereigil is not fo much 
the fport of petty contingencies. You l^c 
thus^ in the midft of innocent pleafures 
and laudable employments, I remain a per- 
turbed example of that great moral truth, 
that there is no unmixed felicity here ^-^ 

leaft 
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leaft out of Plymouth, for there the orb of 
joy Ihines round and bright in the beatified 
dwelling of Capt. F — r and his mate, without 
being obfcured by clouds, or waning into 
diminution* In Ihort, Mrs. F. fcems high- 
ly pleafed with the change of ftate, and de- 
lighted with the charafter of her mate. 
No wonder, if he be all Ihe thinks -, and I 
do not doubt of her judgment or veracity 
in this or any other inftance. Such mild- 
ncfs of difpoGtion, reftitude of principle,, 
and Angular delicacy of fentimcnf, a3 Ihc 
afcribes to him, muft enchant a perfon of 
her tafte and feeling. The porch, like 
our own, is often the moft decorated and 
pleafant part of the dwelling ; yet I flatter 
rayfclf, my dear friend's cafe will not con- 
firm this obfer vation, but that Ihe will find 
herfelf jufl: as happy at the clofe of this 
century. Her great fear at prefent is, that 
her lord fliould be called out to Channel 
fervice. But I hope, now that Lord Howe 
has fo completely eftablifhed our fuperi- 
ority there, it will no longer be accounted a 
poft of danger. You never tell me a word 
about your fon John, which you ought to 

doj 
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do, in common charity, to afford me a prc^ 
text for faying fomcthing about mine. When 
did you hear from him, from St. Helena ?— » 
I have ufed all means to get Charlotte home 
for near a month paft, and am now like tq 
fucceed. 

« « « 4t 41^ « « 

I fee Robefpierre too, has been lately the 
objeft of a young lady*s enthufiafm. • I 
hope he will meet with fome enthufiaft foon, 
who will fend him on a journey he is little 
prepared for. — -Mr. G. is ftill ideal chap- 
lain, for the choice is not declared ; but we 
think the fame appointment in an old regi- 
ment would ^e better. With kind love tQ 
you all, in which the paftor joins, 

I am very gratefully Yours^ 
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